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EXPORTS TO SOVIET UNION TO INCREASE TO PAY OFF DEBTS 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 26, 27 Jun 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


cso: 


4500/239 


Egypt and the Soviet Union have agreed on a rescheduling 
programme for the estimated $4 billion owed to Moscow 
by Egypt, according to economic sources quoted by the 
Beirut newspaper Al-Anwar. The agreement was reported 
to have been reached during a recent visit to Moscow by 
an Egyptian trade delegation. A few weeks ago, Egypt 
and the Soviet Union signed a trade protocol for the first 
time since President Anwar Sadat suspended debt pay- 
ments to Moscow in 1977. Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, bilateral trade is expected to total EL 400 mill- 
ion ($640 million) this year (An-Nahar Arab Report & 
MEMO, June 6). 

The sources quoted by Al-Anwar said that the Russ- 
ians had asked Cairo to boost Egyptian exports to the 
Soviet Union by EL 70 million a year to pay off past 
loans, mainly for Soviet arms and spare parts. However, 
the Egyptian mission apparently persuaded the Soviet 
Union to accept only EL 25 million a year, thus stretch- 
ing out the period of repayment. 

According to Al-Anwar, Moscow estimated that 
Egypt has run up debts worth some Roubles 3.849 billion 
(£ 3.388 billion sterling) since 1955, of which Roubles 
3.579 billion have been used and Roubles 1.408 billion re- 
paid. Egypt's military debt to the USSR stands at Roubles 
2.13 billion (£ 1.875 billion), the newspaper said, adding 
that interest on this had reached Roubles 321 million, 
following Egypt’s decision to suspend and then halt pay- 
ments. 

Under the new trade protocol, Egypt's exports to 
the Soviet Union are expected to reach £225 million 
this year, compared with £ 189 million in 1982. Imports 
from the Soviet Union are scheduled to reach £190 mill- 
ion against imports last year of £184 million, Al-Anwar 
said. 


EGYPT 

















EGYPT 


EDITORIAL COMPLAINS OF CABINET INACTION ON HOUSING COLLAPSES 


Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 29 May 83 p 3 


[Editorial by Jalal-al-Din al-Hamamisi: "Smoke in the Air: Is the Council of 
Ministers Silent?/ 


[Text/ The Council of Ministers is meeting today. It has been said that it 
will be studying a report on integration with the Sudan; I consider that there 
are some domestic matters of ours which have higher priority in terms of study, 
research and decisions. 


The Governorate of Giza acted in a responsible, excellent manner yesterday at 

dawn when it ordered that a large number of buildings in Madinat al-Muhandisin 
which were on the verge of collapsing be evacuated, after they had been faced 

with the danger of collapsing. 


While the inhabitants of these buildings have started a journey of torment over 
the earth, and may God be at their aid, that, as we have said more than once, 
is much better than another journey under the earth. 


The comprehensive evacuation decree came after there was a rupture in the 
pillars of the foundations of a new building in which an apartment had been sold 
by a person who had amassed massive wealth in ways which some people refer to 
accusingly. 


If this accusation is correct, the other rupture which the Governor of Giza caused 
by his responsible, brave decree should, in turn, be considered a warning by 

Giza that the hour has come for the full exposure of fraudulent and deceptive 
persons and liars. 


However, that is not the important part of the matter, and we are not asking the 
Council of Ministers to meet on account of that! 


In its last issue, yesterday, AL-AHRAM, stated that the owner of the building 

in which the rupture that caused the comprehensive evacuation decree occurred had 
previously been warned more than once during the construction of his building of 
the need to adhere to the requirements of precise specifications. Nonetheless, 
no decisive decree was adopted suspending the work or stopping the violations, 
then adopting an approach of seriousness and honesty in the construction. 











This makes it mandatory that we first ask how it happened that these warnings 
remained in effect but no official measures were taken either to stop the work 
on the building or at least to put up a temporary sign before the building in 
which the governorate would warn anyone taking the initiative of buying an 
apartment in it that it was threatened by danger, until the warnings could 
find a brave honest official to carry them out! 


That is one point. On the other hand, we said previously, after there had been 
numerous instances where modern buildings had collapsed, that the situation had 
reached a stage which required that a comprehensive survey be made of all the 
buildings that were built in an era which was dominated by corruption and in 
which people's integrity was ruined, in order to limit the increase in victims 
in the form of innocent citizens. 


Can we ask today? 


Have the responsible bodies conducted the surveys, or has this talk been greeted 
by the thinking and the mentality of people who always suppose that the press 
only writes provocative things and that writers do not offer positive solutions 
to the problems they present for discussion? 


After what has happened, and the fact thatthe crisis of building collapse has 
reached the point of a comprehensive danger, the time has come for everyone to 
understand that the responsibility for the collapse of any building in the 
future will not just purge the owner or the minor functionaries who sell their 
souls for a scrap of bread, but that the purge will also have to extend to 
people who are bigger than them, to people who make the decisions but do not 
act or come close to them ever, for a simple psychological reason, which is 
their belief that the papers' warnings are issued only out of a new motive, 
known as resentment! 


The lives of people are more important than all these minor souls. 


Therefore we demand that a comprehensive survey be made immediately on all the 
buildings which were erected in a specific period, which the officials can set, 
because they know best what corruption and promotion of corruption went on it, 
and they should be prepared to evacuate every building whose owners have not 
committed themselves to everything dictated by conscience and duty, and offer 
alternatives to the people inhabiting it. That is the duty of every self- 
respecting government. 


Do not blame the press after this, because it considers the government fully 
responsible, and it must, when it does not take the initiative of confronting 
the situation of bringing charges of negligence boldly in order to protect the 
people's lives with all its power. 


Finally, aren't I right in asking the Council of Ministers to devote today's 
session to a matter which is more important domestically, if only temporarily, 
until our domestic integration is achieved? 


11887 
CSO: 4504/447 














OPPONENTS' ALLEGED SLANDER OF AL-SADAT REVIEWED 
Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 29 May 83 ppl, 3 





[Article by Musa Sabri: "The Gang of Four and Its Fifth Member"/ 
[Text/ It is no secret that the Grouping Party, which is dominated by Marxists, 
is in a state of fragmentation, schism and conflict. One of the reasons for 
this are the complaints which have proliferated recently about the hegemony of 
people they call the "Gang of Four" in the party paper, AL-AHALI by name. The 
Gang of Four is a well known Chinese expression which appeared after the death 
of the leader Mao. The four were tried by the new regime, and the wife of 

Mao Zedong was among them. The outraged members of the Grouping Party use 
this expression to describe the editor in chief of the paper, his wife, another 
editor, and his wife. The two ladies are sisters. The gang involves another 
Marxist star of the party. They are accused of monopolizing the publication 

to the point where the party paper has turned into a family party, and the 
struggle is still going on, especially since the outraged persons are rebuking 
the "gang" on grounds that AL-AHALI newspaper has become a mouthpiece for 
Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, not for the party, which has been severed by the 
scissors of the gang. 


These outraged persons remind the Marxist party members of their previous opin- 
ion on Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, which reached the point where they accused him 
of being an American agent, and so on and so forth, and all the other charges 
the Communists invented inside and outside Egypt. How, then, can this retreat 
be taking place, can the Marxists become Haykal's mouthpiece, and the party 
paper be an instrument of Haykal's? It is as if the party had become Haykal, 
and as if Haykal had become the party. The issue is being debated violently 
within the party. It is no secret that Khalid Muhyieal-Din, the chairman of the 
party and the person who is legally responsible for what is published in the 
party paper, had threatened to resign if the party paper continued to publish 
instalments of Haykal's book, which had provoked the anger of the masses. Why 
should the paper be subject to anger on top of everything? The argument of the 
Gang of Four, and the people concerned, is that Haykal was just an instrument 
they were using to expose Anwar al-Sadat's regime and person — that it was an 
opportunity that had to be taken. Then, the Gang of Four complained about the 
poor quality of the articles the party members submitted for publication, the 
dullness of the material in them, and their repetitive nature. It was necessary 
to use Haykal, whatever one's old opinions about him might have been. The end 
justified the means, even if the means were Haykal. 




















Haykal managed to bring all his lies and resentments to the Grouping Party and 
the Grouping Party's paper and make them fall prey to more than one slanderous 
lie. Perhaps they were happy with this, as long as the "lie" defamed al- 
Sadat's regime. If the lie was a big one, the defamation would be great. How 
ever, the wise persons in the party, or the adversaries of the "Gang of Four," 
have objected to this style, because in the end it is dangerous, and it will 
result in the ruination of the party paper, because readers may tolerate one lie, 
or two or three, but if they find that everything the paper publishes by Haykal 
is pure lies, they will boycott it. 


This internal dispute in the Grouping Party does not concern us. The rule is 
well known: whenever two Marxists gather together, dispute becomes the third 
party, and mutual accusations over subservience and treason become the fourth. 


However, what does concern us is exposing these lies, through argumentation and 
proof. We do not do that to give a victory to the party group which is angry 
over the policy of the "Gang of Four," because the angry people, and the people 
at whom they are angry, are of the same mold; rather, we are exposing the lies 
in order to declare the facts and in order that Haykal and the "Gang of Four" 
may know that in the end nothing is right or will be right except what is right. 


The Story of the Antiquities 


In broad, lengthy, red headlines, the "Gang of Four," quoting from Muhammad 
Hasanayn Haykal's book, published the statement that Anwar al-Sadat had neglected 
the antiquities of Egypt, that he had considered them property that was at his 
disposal, and had proceeded to give them to heads of state, foreign guests, 

and their wives. They harped on the statement to the point where they demanded 
an investigation into this serious matter! 


The fact of the matter -—- and official documents and evidence are at my disposal — 
is that the tradition of giving away pieces which are not of value as antiquities 
or museum pieces was started by Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. These are small pieces of 
which thousands of duplicates exist, in some cases. They are also appraised by 

a committee from the Department of Antiquities, as is stipulated in the Antiqui- 
ties Law, giving the director of the Antiquities Authority the right to make gifts, 
and the situation does not even call for a ministerial decree. 


The first gift which 'Abd~al-Nasir gave, on 7 July 1953, was to a minister from 
Austria. It was a limestone statue worth 150 pounds. 


'Abd-al-Nasir then gave another gift, on 14 August 1965, to the Soviet Union; the 
gift was a marble vase, registered in the official lists as being based on a 
request of the senior secretary's office, dated 14 August 1965, by agreement of 
the president (Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir). 


Then another gift, consisting of a marble dish, was presented to Mr Kawashima, 
the personal emissary of the prime minister of Japan, on 9 February 1966. 

















Then there was another gift, on 1 February 1966, to the National Museum in 
Tokyo; that was a marble vase. 


Then there was another gift, a marble vase, to Mr Lyndon Johnson, on 21 February 
1966. 


Then there was another gift, to Mr Alexei Kosygin, on 9 May 1966, which Presi- 
dent Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir also offered. It is recorded in the official lists 
that it was based on Communication Number 622 from the senior secretary on 

14 March 1966. 





Then there was another gift on 24 August 1967 to his holiness the pope in the 
Vatican; it was recorded in the official lists that that was on the basis of 
instructions by the president, Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. 


Then there was another gift on 2 January 1969 to the UNESCO organization, at 
its permanent headquarters in Paris, a limestone statue by Decree 1447 for 1968 
by President 'Abd-al-Nasir, dated 20 October 1968. 


Then there was another gift, a marble vase to Gen Franco, the President of 
Spain, on 25 February 1969, recorded on the official list as being by letter of 
the court of the senior secretary dated 25 February 1969, by agreement of the 
president, President Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. 


Then there was another gift from President Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir to the Queen of 
The Netherlands, on 14 June 1969, a marble vase registered in the official list 
as being pursuant to letter 967 of the senior secretary's office on 14 June 1969, 
by agreement of the president, President Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. 


And so on and so forth. 
This tradition continued during the time of Anwar al-Sadat. 


Were these gifts from Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir legitimate, part of a generous tra- 
dition, and subject to immunity? 


While such gifts on Anwar al-Sadat's part entailed neglect of the antiquities of 
Egypt, corruption, and iliegal acts which merit the investigation which the 

Gang of Four is demanding, in the name of their fifth member, Muhammad Hasanayn 
Haykal? 


Isn't this silly, whether it is from the Gang of Four, from Haykal, or from the 
paper which has become Haykal's mouthpiece? 


The accusation that Anwar al-Sadat ignored the antiquities of Egypt appeared in 
massive headlines on the first page. The "silly" subject then occupied an entire 
page, with pictures of the president who had been given these pieces, which have 
no value as relics or museum pieces, and the likes of which, and better versions 
of which, are sold in the market in accordance with the law! 

















Why this incrimination and triviality? 
The Letter from the Head of Antiquities 


The chairman of the Antiquities Authority, the great scholar Dr Ahmad Qadri 
Muhammad, has been so gracious as to write a letter in which he recorded that 
all these pieces, and thousands of others, are placed in a special chamber, 
Sales Chamber 56, have their own records and sales records, and are not consid- 
ered "museum" stock, but "ordinary warehouse" stock, because they are not con-= 
sidered to be of museum archaeological or scientific value. 


The letter says, "Thousands of these pieces have been appraised by committees 
that have been formed, with consideration given to packaging, labor, sales 
boxes, and so forth. The appraisal ranges from $80 to $2,000 at the most for 
a few of these pieces, and they are token gifts by all standards." 


The letter from Dr Ahmad Qadri, the chairman of the Antiquities Authority, then 
states, "Not a single necklace has been given away that can be considered or- 
namental or of scientific or archaeological value. Rather, they consist of 
collections of porcelain pieces which were scattered about in dozens of places, 
and they have been appraised at about $200. Antiquities dealers are permitted, 
in accordance with Law 215 for 1951, to sell officially, and so far also have 
hundreds of thousands of archaeological pieces that are lower in price than 
those appraised by the committee, altho they_have not been assembled at ran= 
dom, as are those that are for sale in /Chamber/ 56 in the museum." 


He adds, 


"The office of the president would have been able to buy antiquities legally 
from the market and give them away without embarrassment, same as any public 
buyer. However, it is more economical for the government, in giving gifts, 

actually to turn to the pieces in the abovementioned Sales Room 56, because 

they cost nothing and do not represent assets that must be cherished." 


These are the facts. I do not know if the "Gang of Four" knows them, or if 
Haykal deceived it, but we do know full well that the people will not stand 
for this fraud and will not stand to let lies be the vehicle for presenting 
resentments, merely for the sake of slander and distortion. 


Other Lies 
Then another incident was cited by Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, who claims that he 


is an excellent newpaper reporter who knows the depths of secrets and can bring 
them out of deep wells. 


The incident is related by the eminent gentlemen in th~ last paragraph on 
Page 260, and the first half of Page 261 of his book. 


I am quoting here a verbatim translation of what he wrote. /Original inglish 
reqpodanadl; 

















“While all this was happening Jihan had been in a glass-fronted balcony attached 
to the stand. Now she rushed into the main stand, crying out: 'Where is the 
President? Where is the President?' She was able to get into the helicopter 
with him. This took off at 12:40 PM. 


"According to the official hospital report the presidential helicopter arrived 
at Maadi at 1:20 PM — that is, forty minutes later — but the journey would 
normally take only five minutes. How is the delay to be explained? There is 
no clear answer to this question, but the helicopter was seen to land shortly 
before one o'clock at the helicopter pad adjoining the president's Giza 
residence. Jihan is know to have rushed into the house and put through two 
telephone calls to the United States. One was to her elder son Jamal, who was 
then in Florida. She learned that Jamal had gone with some friends to an island 
off the coast of Florida, so she told the person who answered the phone to get 
hold of him immediately at any cost and tell him to call his mother on a matter 
of greatest urgency. Who the other callwas to Jihan has never revealed, but 

it is certain that it must have been someone of the highest importance, and 
that her purpose was to obtain from the most authoritative source possible some 
outside indication of what was happening in Egypt. After these two telephone 
calls had been made Jihan rejoined the helicopter which continued its course 

up the Nile to the Maadi Hospital." 


That is what the honorable journalist has written, in order to tell the Western 
World (his book was directed to the West), that Mrs Jihan left her husband, who 
had been shot, in a pool of blood in the helicopter, went to her own home, made 
telephone calls which lasted 40 minutes, and then returned to take her husband 
to the hospital! 


If that wife had killed her husband deliberately and by premeditation, she 
would not have done that! 


The husband had been shot. 

The husband was losing blood. 

The wife left him for 40 minutes, in the middle of the route, between the 
stadium, where the crime had been committed, and the al-Ma'adi Hospital where 
he ought to have been taken directly; she left him like that, just because she 
wanted to talk on the telephone! 

Who did she talk to? 


To her son Jamal in America. 


Wasn'+ it possible that she could delay this conversation until the body with 
its gunshot wounds could be taken to the hospital, for emergency treatment? 


Then with whom did she speak? 


With an unknown person in America! 








What slander! Is there a wife in creation who would make an obscure call to 
America for a period of 40 minutes while her husband, who had been shot, was 
lying in a helicopter at the door to the house? 


Who did she talk to for 40 minutes before giving her husband emergency treat 
ment? 


This is not a lie — it is moral depravity. 


The fact, which living witnesses still advance, confirms that Haykal's lies 

must be held to account, because they have gone beyond the limits of moral crime. 
In my opinion, the accounting which public opinion gives is stronger than any 
other. Public opinion has cast off this Haykal. Our proof — if he insists on 
holding to his point — are letters which we possess from various readers and 
factions from all the towns and villages of Egypt. They have all declared 

their opinion on a man who, if there is any conscience or sense of shame left, 
ought to cisappear from sight. 


The fact which everyone who was connected to the incident knows is that Mrs 
Jihan did not get on the helicopter that carried off Anwar al~Sadat. The 
officer in charge of guarding her quickly took her, with her grandson, to a car 
which drove her away from the p ace and off to the al-Ma'adi Hospital. 


The eyewitness who records the truth for the sake of God is Dr Muhammad 
'Atiyah, professor of carciology and President Anwar al-Sadat's personal 
physician. 


This is what he related to me: 


"In the morning, as usual, I went to President al-Sadat's home in Giza. I 

gave him a physical examination, including a cardiogram. He was normal and 
relaxed. He was happy because the following day, after the parade, would be 
Lesser Bayram, and he would perform his prayers in Wadi al-Rahah. The president, 
his fact exuding good tidings, said, 'Today I will see my boys in the armed 
forces,.' 


"J then went to the site of the military parade. My place was on the fourth 
row on the side where the ministers were sitting. Next to me was a high ranking 
officer. Suddenly the firing broke out. My neighbor pulled me by the pants and 
told me to get down under the chair. That happened in an instant. Everyone 
around me did that. The noise of the grenades and the firing ended, and came 

to a stop. My gaze went immediately to the place where the president had been 
sitting, and I shouted 'Where is the president? Where is the president?' I 
jumped to the first row. The president's body had been thrown onto the chair 
and blood was flowing from his neck and chest in a frightful manner. Two 
guards lifted up the body and I was behind them. They took the body behind the 
podium where there was a Gazelle helicopter. The helicopter had only room 
enough for three people beside its pilot. The two guard officers put Anwar 
al-Sadat's body under their guard. I examined the heart and found that there 
was no pulse. There was no response at all in the eyes. The bleeding was 
continuing. I realized that Amwar al-Sadat's life was over. The pilot of the 











aircraft was confused. I asked him to go immediately to the al-—Ma'adi Hospital. 
All along the way I tried to massage the heart and perform some first aid, but 
it was of no use. The helicopter landed at the yard behind the al-Ma'adi Hospi- 
tal, where there is a landing pad. A first aid vehicle which had been prepared 
by the doctors of the al-Ma'adi Hospital, who had received a telephone call from 
the podium, was waiting for us. They had prepared the operating room, because 
they had been watching television, over which the transmission had suddenly 
stopped, and they had been expecting something. We took the body to the opera- 
ting room. It was necessary, medically, to pursue every attempt and medical 
procedure, open the chest with a scalpel, perform a heart massage and carry out 
an encephalogram. We confirmed that there were no waves to indicat« the contin- 
uation of life. Around the man who was lost to Egypt were the heart surgeon 

Dr al-Shuqayri, the brain surgeon Dr Sayyid al-Jindi, neurologists, and 

Dr Sayyid Karim, the director of the hospital at that time. It was apparent 
that a bullet had entered the left of the chest, had penetrated and torn the 
lung, and had lodged in the neck under the collarbone. The bullet had cut the 
jugular vein, which carries blood to the brain. There was another bullet in 

the foot. We finished all these measures, but Mrs Jihan had not yet entered the 
operation room. She was waiting for him outside the room, sustained by hope. 
Meanwhile the vice president, Husni Mubarak, came in, and we informed him of 

the sad news. After we had confirmed everything, Mrs Jihan came in. She did 
not know the sad conclusion. It was a shock which one could not express." 


This is the testimony of Dr Muhammad 'Atiyah, the president's private physician, 
who accompanied his body in the helicopter from the site of the podium to al- 
Ma'adi Hospital. Only the pilot and its two guard officers, Ahmad Sirhan and 
Tawfia Qurah, were in the craft. The two are still alive, and confirmed this 
testimony. 


The genius and newspaper reporter, however, wanted to make up a story! 


He was not satisfied with slandering al-Sadat by mentioning his mother, his 
father, his brothers, and the fact that he was the son of a black servant 
woman. He also wanted to distort the picture of his wife, and invent, through 
his sick imagination, the story that she had accompanied the body in the heli- 
copter, that she had made the helicopter descend in the middle of the route 
before the president's home in Giza, and that she had left the man to bleed so 
that she could make 40 minutes' worth of telephone calls! 


The Third Major Lie 


The third major lie was answered and exposed by the former ambassador Hafiz 
Isma'il, a man of certified competence, uprightness and probity. When the 
revolution began, Hafiz Isma'il was a director in Marshal 'Abd-al-Hakim '‘Amir's 
office. He then moved-over to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and assumed 

the position of our ambassador to Moscow and our ambassador to Paris. President 
al-Sadat chose him as national security advisor, and he was the object of the 
respect and trust of everyone, foremost among them Jama! 'Abd-al-Nasir and 
Anwar al-Sadat. 


10 














The Gang of Four published a statement in the newspaper AL-AHALI by their 
fifth member, Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, in which the fifth member of the gang 
alleged that Hafiz Isma'il had sent a letter to Henry Kissinger on 7 October, 
that is, the day following the start of the fighting war, stressing in effect 
that the war had ended and that the Egyptian forces had not advanced one step 
and would not expand the combat! 


Hafiz Isma'il describes Haykal's lies by stating, in our fellow publication 
AL-MUSAWWAR, “His words followed one another in succession and I was shocked by 
the twisted facts, the disregard of true meanings, the extreme lack of care, 
accuracy and responsibility, and the failure to understand, and indeed perhaps 
the deliberate failure to understand, so that the logic behind the accusation 
could be fulfilled. I felt regret. The collection of stories he recorded on 
the events of the October war are devoid of truth. I refused to listen to 
people who saw a deliberate evil attempt in all this to spread the seeds of 
dissension and doubt, stabbing the unity and stability of the nation with its 
knife — indeed, this disregard for responsibility which is dictated by the 
most minor sense of nationalism. Nonetheless, at the end I found myself won 
dering whether we were dealing with a 'mistake' in which the element of will was 
absent, or with a 'crime' which was founded on will." 


This is just a paragraph from Hafiz Isma'il's article in our fellow publication 
AL—~MUSAWWAR. He is the man who was in charge of the secret talks with Kissinger 
before the October war; he is the man who by all standards is above all sus~ 
picion. However, he did not find anything in the words by Haykal which the 
"Gang of Four" published but twisted facts, the disregard of true meanings, 

and a lack of responsibility, indeed, a deliberate evil attempt to sow the 

seeds of dissension and doubt and to stab the unity and stability of the nation 
with its knife. 


Finally, what can be said after all this? 


Can the newspaper AL-AHALI allege that it is an honorable, nationalistic or 
moral opposition newspaper? 


Can the Grouping Party, under the chairmanship of Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, deny 
that the party paper has become the paper of the fifth member of the "Gang 
of Four?" 


Can this party awaken from the struggles and rifts which are tearing it to 
pieces, so that it can play a role which will benefit Egypt and the people 
of Egypt? 


I wish that that were possible, although, in my opinion, by virtue of my 
expertise with the press of gangs, that is out of the question! 


11887 
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EGYPT 


NEW APPROACH TO PRIMARY, SECONDARY SCHOOLING REVIEWED 
Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 29 May 83 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Muhammad al-Shamma': "Mustafa Kamal Hilmi: Modification of the 
Rates of Admission to Pre-University Schooling"/ 


[Text/ Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, the deputy prime minister and minister of edu- 
cation, has declared that it has been decided to admit 1.07 million male and 
female students into basic education this year and to establish 3,800 new class- 
rooms at various levels. In addition, 30,000 new teachers will be appointed 
annually to meet the deficit in various fields of specialization in schools. 


In a statement to the pre-university organization and management conference 
which the Central Organization and Management Agency has been holding, the 
deputy prime minister said that the rates of admission to various pre-university 
education levels have been modified to respond to the demands of the economic 
and social plan and execution of the development plans. The number of male and 
female students in the post~basic level comes to 622,000, the students in secon- 
dary technical and teachers' training to 620,000, and the number of general 
secondary teachers to 160,000. 


He declared that the ministry is offering its educational services to more than 
8.5 million male and female students at various levels in 17,000 schools, in 
which 400,000 teachers provide instruction and there are 300,000 administrators 
and technicians. 


Attending the conference were Counsellor ‘Adil 'Abd-al-Baqi, the minister of 
Council of Ministers affairs and administrative development, Dr Hasan Tawfia, 
chairman of the agency, and members of university faculties. 


Main Maps 


He said, "The Ministry of Education has started to prepare main and branch maps 
for governorates, districts, towns and villages containing data on different 
types of economic and social activities in them, in addition to other maps 
showing the schools situated in them, in order to define areas where education 
has not penetrated to an adequate degree, so that the necessary classrooms can 
be built in these and their needs for various fields of educational speciali- 
zation can be determined in order that the activities and services in these 
complexes may be run and education may be linked to the service of the environ 
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ment. The execution of the system has started in five governorates, including 
Giza, Kafr al-Shaykh and Asyut. 


Teachers' Training 


Counsellor ‘Adil 'Abd-al-Bagi, the minister of Council of Minister affairs and 
the minister of state for administrative development, also declared that a new 
sum would be allocated to train new teachers starting with the new academic 
year and that the government would strive to increase that in coming years. 


He said, "We are studying a number of important recommendations to make use of 
graduates who are not able to enroll in universities for training in occupations 
in which there is a shortage such as typing, nursing and other fields of speci- 
alization in which there is an obvious shortage." 


Organizing Resources 


Dr Hasan Tawfiq, chairman of the Central Organization and Administration Agency 
and chairman of the conference, also spoke. He stressed that educational 
administration needed the organization of material and human resources, not to 
mention the organization of academic and pedagogical ideas and principles. The 
conference will issue its recommendations tomorrow, after discussing 73 research 
papers in three main committees. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


FLEET TO DOUBLE IN 3 YEARS 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 27 Jun 83 p 2 


(Text) THE Minister of Transport, Communications and Maritime Transport, Mr 
Soliman Metwalli, said yesterday that the volume of the Egyptian fleet would 
be doubled during the coming three years so that it would be capable of 
handling 1,100,000 tons freight per year. 


This remarkable growth, he added, would require the building of new harbours 

and the expansion and improvement of existing ones so that the causes of good 
accumulation within the Alexandria harbour area and resulting delay fines may 
be removed. 


Speaking at a symposium on the development of maritime transport in Alexandria 
yesterday, Mr Metwalli added that a plan has been set for developing the qual- 
ity of navigational services as well as means of loading and unloading through 
the introduction of a fully mechanised system while in the meantime enhancing 
the skills of maritime manpower so that the needs of both the present and the 
future may be duly covered. 


The symposium, which is organised by the Arab Academy for Maritime Transport, 
opened yesterday and ends today. It is attended by experts from Norway, West 
Germany and Britain. It would issue a number of recommendations later today. 


Meanwhile, Mr Metwalli attended a ceremony at the academy marking the pass- 
ing-out of a new batch of cadets from the various branches of the academy. 


Also present at the ceremony were Vice-Admiral Ali Tawfik Gad, Commander of 
the Navy, Mr Fawzi Maaz, Governor of Alexandria and top officials of the mari- 


time transport sector. 


Dr Gamal Mokhtar, Director General of the Academy, said that the curricula 
would be updated to cope with the latest developments in the maritime 
technology. 


CSO: 4500/239 








EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


SCRAP IRON REPROCESSING — In the course of his visit to the North Sinai Gover- 
norate, in a meeting attended by Maj Gen Munir Shash, the governor of North 
Sinai, and Png ‘Adli Karim, chairman of the board of the al-Nasr Pipe Manufac- 
turing Company, Ing Muhammad Diya' al-Tantawi, chairman of the board of the 
Iron and Steel Company, declared that the Iron and Steel Company was now study- 
ing the completion of the construction of a joint company to assemble and re- 
process scrap metal throughout the republic with metal companies. This com 
pany, with the technical expertise it possesses, works especially in the area 
of the breakdown, severance and separation of various metals, their lowcost 
processing, and their reprocessing or smelting, generally from scrap iron left 
over from wars, railroad tracks, old boats and automobile frames. It is well 
known that the plan is to produce about 12 million tons of iron for steel a 
year by 2000, which will require about 2 million tons of scrap per year, and 
that will be in keeping with advances in civilization, which has the goal of 
increasing iron and steel consumption and the steel consumption cycle. [fext/ 
[Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 23 Jun 83 p 9/ | 


GOLD MINING--Egypt is to resume gold mining in its eastern desert in November 
after a 28-year interruption in production due to the low fixed price of $35 
per troy ounce for bullion in the 1950s, the semi-official daily Al-Ahram re- 
ported last week. The newspapers said the mines are located near Okoud and 
Umm al-Rouss and that contacts were under way with American and British firms 
to help get the project started. Production is not expected to be large: 
Al-Ahram said one of the mines was expected to earn EL 4 million (about $3.2 
million) a year. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 26, 
27 Jun 83 p 9] 


CsO: 4500/239 
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ISRAEL 


CONTROVERSIAL DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ISSUE DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 22 Jun 83 p 5 
{Article by Ze'ev Segel: ” ‘It Is Difficult To Put the Children to Bed’ "] 


(Text] The author is a mechanical engineer who specializes in energy problems and 
who in 1980 won an appeal in the Supreme Court against the Ministry of Interior which 
led to the institution of daylight-saving time. Because of the repeal of the law in 
the Knesset in 1981, daylight-saving time was not renewed. In another appeal to the 
Supreme Court in 1982 Segel and others lost in the absence of a binding law. Since 
then he has continued a public campaign on this issue. 


The summer is at its height. We still have three difficult months to go. The bur- 
den can be lightened if daylight-saving time is instituted. It is still possible to 
save millions of dollars in fuel and many tens of millions of dollars in the increase 
of productivity. Daylight-saving time is in effect in rich and poor countries, com 
munist and capitalist ones, cold and warm ones (such as Egypt), and fuel-abundant and 
fuel-short ones. Austria, Australia, Italy, Iceland, Ireland, Iran, England, Estonia, 
Armenia, and the United States (and I have mentioned only those which have names 
beginning with the letter alef [in Hebrew]) long ago adopted daylight-saving time. 

It is only in Israel that for years there has been a "daylight-saving time war,” 
regardless of the fact that most of the members of the Knesset and the vast majority 
of the public, including a very significant segment of the religious community includ- 
ing well-known rabbis, support daylight-saving time. Against all of these stands 
Minister of Interior and Religious Affairs Dr Yosef Burg, and it seems that against 
him all the rest are like a soft breeze against a solid rock. 


The last formal battle on this issue took place in the Knesset on 9 March 1983 when 
MK Mikha Harish, chairman of the Energy Committee, submitted draft legislation for 
amending the regulation on the setting of time. He proposed that the minister of 
energy (instead of the minister of interior) order the institution of daylight-saving 
time from April to September. Only MK Harish and Dr Burg took part in the discussion. 
The proposal of MK Harish was rejected by a tiny majority of 45 to 43. 


MK Harish offered three reasons for his support of daylight-saving time: 


* Saving of Fuel. $3.5 to 6 million a year from saving in lighting alone, according 
to an estimate of the Ministry of Energy. 
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* Increag@ in Labor Productivity. Up to 2 percent of the national product in the 
summer or 1 percent of the gross national product , according to an estimate of the 
Institute of Labor Productivity. 


* Public Welfare and Convenience. A factor known and understood by all. MK Harish 
also noted that there is a readiness in the Knesset to discuss proposals for the 
prevention of excessive desecration of the Sabbath before the end of the Sabbath 

and even to give them official sanction. 


Opposing him stood the minister of interior with the following arguments: 


* The morning prayer service is a substantive thing, especially to members of the 
eastern communities in the development towns, and it should not be disrupted. 


* It is difficult to put the children to bed in daylight. 


* There is no saving of energy from daylight-saving time according to a letter that 
the Israeli ambassador in Switzerland received from an organization opposed to day- 
light-saving time in Europe. 


* According to a study by a certain professor in Germany, in shifting between stan- 
dard time and daylight-saving time there are disturbances of the sleep pattern. 


%* Daylight-saving time causes an increase in traffic accidents, according to an 
article by two professors in Heidelberg. 


* It is possible that the saving of electricity from daylight-saving time will be 
offset by the use of gasoline because of the increase in travel, according to the 
Energy Research Institute in Munich. 


These are the public statements made in full seriousness by someone who is considered 


(and in my opinion, justifiably sd, as one of the most intelligent and smartest per- 
sons in the country. 


The following are my comments on Dr Burg's arguments, in accordance with their se-. 
quence: 


* Disruptions of the Prayer Service. According to the law, the time for putting on 
the phylacteries is at the first sign of daylight, about an hour before sunrise. In 
the winter when the sunrise is as late as 6:36 (in January) there is only a little 
time left for the prayer service and it is only with difficulty that people manage. 
If daylight-saving time is instituted in the winter, this time will be shortened by 
an hour, and it will really be a severe burden on those who pray and have to go to 
work. Indeed, with the establishment of the state a 2-hour daylight-saving time was 
instituted (on 16 May 1948). It was also a time when daylight-saving time was in 
effect in the winter and it was really very trocblesome. Since then religious Jews 
have apparently been opposed to daylight-saving time, and this opposition is directed 
toward daylight-saving time in general. In April the sunrise is more than one hour 
earlier than it is in December-January so that even if daylight-saving time will be 
in effect in April, the situation will be better than in a normal winter. From May 
to August, when sunrise is more than 2 hours earlier, thewcan be no difficulty for 





17 




















the prayer service because of the advancement of the clock. Therefore, Rabbi Goren 
stated that there is no basis for the argument that daylight-saving time disrupts 

the prayer service. Rabbi Rabinowitz, the former chief rabbi of South Africa, in his 
letter to the JERUSALEM POST (12 May 1981) refutes this concern. 


* Difficulty in Putting Children to Bed. It is definitely true that there is such 
a “difficulty,” but we will overcome it just as has been done throughout the world. 


* Saving of Energy. According to reliable statistics, lighting consumes 5 percent 
of all the energy, 2 percent in the summer and 3 percent in the winter. Daylight- 
saving time will save 1 lighting hour out of 4.5 lighting hours (average) every day. 
If the cost of the fuel (completely liquid) that we are consuming is $1.8 billion, 
then even a very cautious estimate means that we will save through daylight-saving 
time the enormous sum of $6.3 million per year. To this must be added the saving 
from the reduced use of air conditioning so that the total saving of fuel will be 
$9 million per year. 


* Disturbances of Sleep Patterns and Increase in Traffic Accidents. The following 
are three responses to the view expressed by Dr Burg on these issues: 


a. Professor Rahmimov, the dean of the Faculty of Medicine in Jerusalem, submitted 

a document to the Interior Committee (10 May 1982), and this is its essence: "At 
the requst of Professor Modan, the director general of the Ministry of l'ealth, a 
computerized survey was conducted by the National Medical Library on the, effect of 
daylight-saving time on health. All the memoranda on this subject, 19 of them, dated 
1980-82, were collected. In Britain, changes in sleeping habits, mood, and ability 
to think, were examined. It was found that the maximum changes in the time it took 
to fall asleep were 15-20 minutes, and this was only on the day after the change of 
the clock. Within 3-4 days the sleeping habits returned to normal. In an electro- 
encephalograph and other types of examinations it was found that the duration of 
sleep, its nature, the duration of dreams, and mood at the time of awakening were 
normal. In one survey it was found that there was no significant change in traffic 
accidents. The conclusion was that the changes resulting from the change of the 
clock are minor, harmless, and disappear in a short time. 


"Daylight-saving time reduces the oppressive heat at work and school and can increase 
the effectiveness and comfort of the population." 


Comment: The entire report, together with others, was submitted to Dr Burg's rep- 
resentative at my second appeal to the Supreme Court on 2 August 1982. 


b. Professor Peretz Lavie, the chief of the Laboratory for Sleep Disturbances (Technion) 
writes (HA'ARETZ, 8 May 1983): “Because of advancing the daylight and hot hours in 
the summer, we ‘lose’ 1 to 2 hours of sleep every night because of the difficulty of 
sleeping in daylight. Advancing the time ot sleeping is no solution because of 
recreation habits, television, and so forth. There are hundreds of studies that 
indicate clearly the damaging effect of the chronic lack of sleep. The result: a 
decrease in effectiveness and output, an increase in personal tensions, and worst 

of all -= an increase in work and traffic accidents. The shift to daylight-saving 
time is, of course, the simplest way to prevent this. As a researcher who has been 
involved for many years in sleep habits and sleep disturbances, I know of no indepen- 
dent scientific study that has reported any negative effects of the shift to daylight- 
saving time." 
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c. Professor Yisrael Ashkenazi, of the School of Medicine of Tel Aviv University, 

who regards himself as a great admirer of the minister of interior, maintains (HA'*ARETZ, 
19 May 1981) that the minister of interior's comments about daylight-saving time's 
disturbance of the “biological clock" are absurd, and no more than 1 day is needed 

in order to adjust to the l-hour change in the clock. 

* The claim about the increase in travel because of the additional daylight is mar- 
ginal and insignificant. Actually, spending time outside with the family after an 
exhausting summer day is an advantage and a matter of social betterment. 


This represents my response to the six reasons that the minister of interior offered 
in order to explain his objection to daylight-saving time. However, the picture is 

incomplete if we do not also note the factor that is perhaps the most important one: 
the increase in labor productivity and output. 


This factor was mentioned in the argument of MK Harish. In my appeal to the Supreme 
Court against the Ministry of interior (1981), the minister of interior's representative 
stated: “There is no proof that starting the day earlier increases productivity." 

The director general of the Productivity Institute made the following written observa- 
tion about this remark: “I must unfortunately point out that apparently the represen- 
tative of the Ministry of Interior stumbled because of a lack of knowledge and a lack 

of reading the professional literature." 


The Institute’s director general's statement on this subject is as follows: 


1. The position of the Institute on starting the workday earlier in the summer months 
is unequivocal. The Institute favors this action for two reasons: a. improving 
the welfare of the worker and b. increasing output, productivity, and product. 


2. The working man's ability to produce and his feeling about his work are based on, 
among other things, the climatic conditions. 


3. Studies cf climatic conditions and work that have been conducted for many years 
by the American army and navy and other medical authorities have determined that a 
person functions comfortably and with far greater effectiveness when the effective 
temperature is between 19 and 22 degrees. The effective temperature is a combination 
of heat, humidity, and ventilation. As this temperature rises, conditions of dis- 
comfort are created. At an effective temperature of 28 degrees we allocate time for 
rest at a rate which fluctuates between 7 to 10 percent of output. At an effective 
temperature of 33 degrees the output decreases by one-half. 


4. The statistics which were gathered for the purposes of our studies of climatic 
conditions in Israel show that in the summer months there are many days during which 
the effective temperature between 1100 and 1600 exceeds 28 degrees and at times 30 
degrees. In contrast, during the early morning hours the effective temperature does 
not exceed 24-25 degrees. 


5. It is evident from this that every work hour during the early morning hours, in 
contrast to that during the hours of oppressive heat and humidity, is more comfortable 
to the worker, and there is a potential increase in output of at least 15 percent. 

In terms of the entire economy, there is a potential here for an increase in product 
at a rate of 1-2 percent during the summer months. 
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6. Translating the aforementioned significance to financial terms for 1980 shows 
that a shift to daylight-saving time is likely to increase product by about IL5-6 
billion. This is the opinion of the institute that is the most authoritative one 

in Israel to express a view on this issue. It should be noted that the IL6 billion 
of 1980 is closed to $180 million in 1983 terms. This means that every day of day- 
light-saving time will contribute at least $1 million to the national economy in an 
increase in output, and all of this without any effort, any financial cost, and with- 
out the need for a system of public information, supervision, and imposition. 


5830 
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ISRAEL 


SEVERE POLLUTION CONDITIONS IN ASHDOD AREA 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 2 Jun 83 Supplement pp 22-2) 
[Article by ‘Amos Nevo: “Life in the Shadow of the Chimneys"] 


[Excerpts] Every morning when Miriam Wohlberg awakens from her sleep, she closes the 
Shutters: "I cannot, I cannot look at those chimneys. They give me the chills. 

Do you see the smoke there? Smell, inhale deeply, do you feel it? This is how it 
was with that enemy [Hitler], may his name be blotted out." 


Nir Galim is a cooperative settlement on the outskirts of Ashdod. The first settlers, 
most of whom were survivors of the Holocaust, came here 34 years ago. Life in the 
shadow of the chimneys and the gases evokeSbitter memories in them to this very day. 


Since the establishment of Ashdod's industrial region, the lives of the residents 
have become a hell. For Miriam Wohlberg the light glows day and night. In summer 
and winter the shutters are closed: “They laugh at me. Who doesn't open a window 
toward evening? They think perhaps that I love to live in darkness." Her house is 
full of soot. The wash outside is black. It is choking. 


Last week Prof Alexander Dongi sat in his room on the seventh floor of the School of 
Medicine of Tel Aviv University and moved restlessly in his chair. Dongi is the 
director of the Environmental Health Research Institute pf the Ministry of Health, 
and the proof was lying on his table: The children of Ashdod and vicinity are suf- 
fering from cOughing shortness of breath, lung diseases, asthma, and poor lung 
functions -- more than the children of Hadera. 


Dongi said that he is worried. The survey that his office conducted among school- 
children in the Ashdod and Hadera regions leaves no room for doubt: "The state of 
health of the children of Ashdod, who are growing up in a region of substantial air 
pollution, is poor in comparison to that of children who have grown up in a pollution- 
free region." 


Air pollution experts have determined that the air quality of Ashdod is similar to 
that of Haifa, which is known as the most polluted city in Israel. Almost 100,000 
residents in Ashdod and vicinity are exposed for most of the day to severe air pol- 
lution. The power plant in Ashdod and the refineries in its area burn thousands of 
tons of oil every day. Tens of tons of sulfur dioxide and soot are emitted into the 
air and land as far as 10 km away from the city. The Agan enterprise emits into the 
air foul odors and poisonous pesticide materials. 
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In the afternoon, when this intensifies, the residents become alarmed. Initially, 
the eyes burn. Afterwards, the odors come, and dizziness sets in. It is like burn- 
ing tires, the residents describe, it is like rotten cabbage. The sulfur odor burns 
the throat and causes a choking feeling. A strange cocktail of acetone, chlorine, 
and ammoniac causes nausea. In Nir Galim the parents flee with their children from 
the playground and lock themselves in their homes behind closed shutters. Those who 
own cars take the family and leave the region until the danger is past. 


When Ashdod was built, Nir Galim was already a beautiful settlement with a high qual- 
ity of life. 


Ashdod"s industrial region was built north of the city. The experts checked the 
winds system in the vicinity and determined that in this region the effect of the 
pollutants on the city would be minor. For some reason, they forgot the people in 
the nearby settlements. Tzvi Tzilger, the mayor of Ashdod, knows that industry and 
agricultural settlements do not live together in peace. He feels uncomfortable about 
the fact that his city “exports™ smoke and odors to the vicinity, but this, he knows, 
is the price of development and progress. He says that Ashdod is not a city of parks. 
It is an industrial port city, and in the future, it will increase the industries so 
that a means of livwdihood can be found for all the hundreds of thousands of residents 
that he foresees in the future. The plans worry the residents of the vicinity, and 
Tzilqer reassures them: "I will never compromise on the quality of life." 


Last week he was angered by the findings of the survey by the Ministry of Health. 

The survey was conducted at his request, and he is disappointed: "They are not 
serious. What did they do? They compared the children of Ashdod to those of Hadera. 
This is no comparison. They should compare Ashdod with Haifa, for example, where the 
level of pollution and life conditions are similar." Dongi: "I wish that I could 
have compared it to Haifa. I don't have the money." Tzilger is concerned that the 
worrisome findings will damage the image of the city and tause’the residents to 
leave. 


The environmental quality unit which he established in Ashdod is concerned about a 
better quality of life. From time to time, foul odors come also into the city, and 
the windowsills are covered with soot. The nuisances of the dust from the phosphates 
terminal have decreased. The Protazan enterprise for the processing of feathers that 
spread pungent odors was closed on the order of the Supreme Court and under the pres- 
sure of the residents of Nir Galim. However, there are still three major polluters 
that disturb the sleep of the residents: the Electric Company's Eshkol power plant, 
the refineries, and the Agan chemicals enterprise. 


The kibbutz of Yavneh is about 4 km from the industrial region of Ashdod. Its members, 
like most of the residents of the region, live throughout the day with closed windows. 
Black soot covers the entire best part of the kibbutz. The red apples in the orchard 
have already been nicknamed “tapiah" [a play on the Hebrew word “tapuah", meaning 
apple. The word "piah" means soot.]. They look as if they had been through a fire. 
The white cotton fibers are covered with black dust; their quality has been damaged. 


During one of the warm summer months of 1981 almost 31 tons of soot descended on the 
yards of the kibbutz over an area of 1 square kilometer. Inside the houses over the 
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same area almost three tons of soot were measured. Laboratory tests proved that most 
of the particles of soot came from the Eshkol power plant in Ashdod. The tall chim- 
neys spread the soot also to distant settlements: Be‘er Toviyya, Gedera, Hazor, and 
Kefar Aviv. The exact contribution of the refineries to the air pollution is not 
known at this time. 


Under the pressure of the residents of the vicinity and the involvement of the 
Knesset*s Committee on the Interior and Environmental Quality, the Electric Company 
has begun to improve the process of the burning of fuel and the emission of pollut- 
ants. "Their response," says Dr Mikhael Gerber, director of the Air Quality Depart- 
ment of the Environmental Protection Service, "is unsatisfactory, and the pace is too 
slow. The readiness of the refineries to cooperate with us is even less." 


The Environmental Protection Service is worried about the increase in the concentration 
of pollutants in the atmosphere. Since the beginning of the year over 20 instances 

of extraordinary concentrations of sulfur dioxide in the atmosphere have been recorded. 
In recent weeks the residents have felt increasingly choked. “If we could consume 
only low-sulfur oil and had hundreds of millions of dollars for the installation of 
filters and the elevation of the chimneys, we could breathe better air," says Yehuda 
Gat of the Electric Company. The mayor of Ashdod, Tzvi Tzilqer, feels himself to be 
helpless at times. He does not have the legal authority to regulate the operation 

of the power plant and the refineries. In order to overcome this obstacle he has 
proposed an urban auxiliary law for the prevention of air pollution that was approved 
by the City Council, but it was not approved by the Ministry of Interior. As long as 
there is no local or national law, he is compelled to rely on the good will of the 
operators of the power plant and the refineries. 


Since the early seventies the Electric Company has been checking itself. It has 
installed monitoring instruments in the settlements of the vicinity to check the 
concentration of pollutants in the air. The Ministry of Health, which tried to 
examine the findings of the tests, has throughout the years ignored the instances of 
excessive concentrations of pollutants that were being emitted from the power plant. 
It was only in 1981 when these instances were publicized by the Environmental Protec- 
tion Service that it was “remembered" in the Ministry of Health that something was 
wrong, and they submitted a legal complaint against the Electric Company. Dongi: 

"We were bad children, we were not alert, we were not sufficiently careful." 


The Electric Company was fined IS100,000 by the court, but it is evident that the 
fine was not a deterrent. Since then the company continues to exceed the permissible 
standards, and the Ministry of Health remains silent. Prof Dongi: "Now, when our 
Technical Committee examines the power plant and proposes improvements, it will not 
be wise or just to take them to court. . ."” 


The defense which Prof Dongi offers for the Electric Company is puzzling. It did not 
begin today. In 1981 the Ministry of Health opposed the establishment of the new 
power plant in Ashdod and demanded that it be set up in Ziqim. However, Prof Dongi, 
who was the representative of the ministry on the Planning and Construction Council, 
decided on his own to vote for the building of the plant in Ashdod. Dongi: "It is 

a matter of viewpoint. Nevertheless, I admit that I did not act properly. I should 
have represented the view of the ministry and not my personal opinion." The director 
general of the Ministry of Health suspended him from membership on the council until 
the matter was clarified. 
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Today, when the Treasury is considering the proposal of the Environmental Protection 
Service to establish six computerized warning and monitoring stations at an investment 
of $1.5 million in order to overcome the pollution problems in the Ashdod region, the 
Ministry of Health is summoned and it says: "A waste of money." Dongi: “Where are 
we living? In the Ashdod region there are already six monitoring stations. Accord- 
ing to the criteria of the World Health Organization, two to four monitoring stations 
are required for a city with a population of 1/2 to 1 million people. In New York 
there are eight outmoded stations operating, and we must be more righteous than they? 
This money should be given to the enterprises so that they can improve their facilities 
and to the Electric Company so that it can purchase low-sulfur oil for the prevention 
of pollution." 


The uncompromising positions of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Interior 
reveal a long-term dispute between the two ministries. It is a dispute over authority 
and power that results in the fragmentation in coping with the problems of the quality 
of the environment in Israel and the waste of money. The Ministry of Health sends 

its people to the Ashdod region, and the Environmental Protection Service sends its 
experts. These supervise their own monitoring station, and the others supervise 

their stations. These offer solutions, and the others oppose them. And through this 
entire struggle, which is accompanied by considerable personal animosity, the little 
man is crushed and his health is damaged, and the polluting enterprises at times come 
out rewarded. 


In Nir Galim and the nearby cooperative settlement of Bene Darom, a heavy price is 
being paid for the fragmentation of the authorities and the planning negligence. In 
the early seventies the Agan enterprise was moved from Tel Aviv to the industrial 
region of Ashdod. This enterprise which manufactures and packages pesticide materials, 
some of which are very poisonous, was moved from one residential area and reestab- 
lished in the vicinity of another populated area -- about 400 meters from Nir Galin. 
Its construction was surprisingly approved by the Ministry of Health and the Ashdod 
municipality. The Ministry of Health ignored the hazards entailed in the construc- 
tion of a chemical enterprise in the vicinity of a residential area. Its people 
forgot for some reason the regulation that they themselves established that requires 
at least 2 km distance between a pesticide materials enterprise and a populated lo- 
cation. Dongi: “Did anyone ask us? I was not involved in the construction of the 
enterprise. No one asked me for advice or an opinion. One day the enterprise was 
there. . .” 


In Nir Galim the residents complain about nausea, dizziness, headaches, rapid breath- 
ing, heart palpitations, and tearing of the eyes. Dr Binyamin Caspi, a physician in 
the cooperative settlement, says that these are the symptoms of a "gas attack. When 
the odor from Agan spreads, people behave abnormally. It upsets their equilibrium." 


In the past year in Nir Galim, 746 dunams of cabbages, melons, peppers, gumbo, to- 
matoes, paprika, and cotton were damaged. The damages were estimated at over 
$100,000. Since 1978 there has been a 47 percent decrease in the settlement's pro- 
duce. Cotton decreased from 550 kg to 350 kg per dunam. "The discovery of such a 
decline is a worrisome phenomenon at a time when there is an increase in most of the 
regions in Israel," says Eliezer Bar-Shalom, the settlement coordinator. Although 
the Agan enterprise recognizes the damage it is inflicting upon us, the compensation 
which we receive from them is actually minimal." 
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Farming in the settlement has become, because of the circumstances, expensive and 
limited. The farmers can no longer raise any crop. They must compromise on the 
sensitive crops and invest heavily in protecting the other crops. Bar-Shalom: “We 
cover the tomatoes with plastic, inundate the soil with water, and prefer to trans- 
plant rather than to seed. This requires us to change our regular work procedures 
and to increase our costs." The Ministry of Agriculture is now considering compen- 
Sating the farmers by increasing the milk allocation of the settlement. 


The situation in the groves of the vicinity is also not encouraging. Almost 25 per- 
cent of the fruit for export has been spoiled in the past because of burns discovered 
in the oranges. "The source of the burns is the sulfur dioxide emitted primarily 
from the Electric Company's power plant," says Gideon Aharoni, the regional planner 
of the Ministry of Agriculture. In a study conducted by the ministry in cooperation 
with Ben-Gurion University in the Negev, damaged fruit was discovered in groves about 
10 km from the industrial region of Ashdod. In a few more months the final conclusions 
of the study will be publicized, and then it will be evident to the surprise of the 
farmers that in the last year the damage in the groves has decreased about 10 percent. 
The reasons for this are not clear at this time. When the findings are received, 

the settlements in the region intend to file legal complaints against the Electric 
Company on the damage that it has caused to farming, according to the farmers, in 
recent years. 


The residents of the region are pessimistic. They no longer believe in promises. 
“If the situation doesn't improve, we will stage violent demonstrations," says Ehud 
Paz from the Bizzaron settlement. "We must lie down on the roads, break into the 
Agan and the power plant and close them down,” says Rabbi Berlin. "I prefer to live 
all my life in darkness and be healthy than to live in light and be sick." 


Professor Alexander Dongi is much less disturbed: "Do you think that closing an 
enterprise where 500 families work is simple? Will you take it upon yourself because 
of the pollution of the environment the responsibility for the unemployment of 500 
families? We will not close Agan. This is irrational. On what grounds? On the 
grounds of which violations that it committed? That there is a disturbing odor -- 

is this a crime? When there is a little bit of a foul odor, is this justification 
for closing an enterprise? If a family suffers from malnutrition as a result of the 
fact that the head of the family is unemployed, this is also a health problem, and 

I don't know if it is less serious than the fact that changes in the lung functions 
of children have been discovered." 


5830 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 





EXTENSION OF TERRITORIAL WATERS--"Israel today is within missile range of enemy ships 
in international waters, and she must move them away by the immediate extension of 
her territorial waters," stated the navy commander, Rear Admiral Ze'ev Almog, in an 
interview with BAMAHANE on the occasion of Navy Day. He believes that this solution 
will remove the burden of the attempts to move these ships away. In commenting on 
the future weapons of the navy in the coming years, Rear Admiral Ze'ev Almog said 
that the navy is producing a future missile boat called the Sa‘ar 5 which will con- 
tain extremely advanced electronic systems. The systems will help in coping with 
enemy threats and will permit the reduction of the size of the crew. Most of the 
equipment will be automatic. The navy commander revealed for the first time that 
Israel's missile boats are equipped with a new gun of the Vulcan Phalanx type. This 
is an anti-missile gun that increases the survivability of the missile boat. It is 
equipped with a computer that picks up the sea-to-sea missiles approaching the missile 
boat, homes in on them after computing their flight track, and enables the gun to 
shoot them down in time with an extremely rapid rate of fire. Ze‘*ev Almog also said 
in the interview with BAMAHANE that the naval threat to Israel from nations that have 
not operated in the naval area heretofore, such as Algeria, is growing, and she must 
find an appropriate solution to this dangerous threat. If not, she will be forced 

to deploy alternate forces at the proper time for the purpose of establishing a net- 
work fence such as in the north and the east. [Text] [Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 

26 Jun 83 p 2) 5830 


RELATIONS WITH LIBERIA--The president of Liberia, Samuel Doe, expressed the hope that 
he will be able to begir: discussions with Israel on the resumption of diplomatic 
relations. According to him, he is waiting for the concurrence of the ruling Military 
Council in Monrovia. The president of Liberia explained that his country continues 
to maintain its position on the Arab issue, but the agreement in Lebanon, the libere- 
tion of all the territories, and the solution of the Palestinian problem will only 
result from negotiations with Israel. He believes that the Middle East peace process 
has been blocked because the African nations severed their relations with Israel 10 
years ago, and since then have refrained from direct talks with her. The president 
of Liberic also called on the nations of the Organization of African Unity to adopt 

a new and more positive position toward Israel. He proposed that a committee or the 
organization receive a mandate from the current president to discuss this question. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 20 Jun. 83 p 1] 5830 
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KUWAIT 


MINISTER OF INTERIOR REPORTS ON CRACKDOWN ON ILLEGAL ALIENS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 749, 23 May 83 p 58 


[Text] Shaykh Nawwaf al-Ahmad, Kuwaiti minister of the interior, announced 
that 18,623 individuals of Arab nationalities had entered the country illegally. 
They were granted permits to leave by the General Administration for Citizen- 
ship, Passports and Residence during the grace period granted violators, 
according to the exit visas issued by their countries’ embassies in Kuwait. 
These figures cover the period from 5 September to 5 December 1982. 


The minister of the interior said that statistics showed that this number 
included the following nationalities: 12,148 Egyptians, 1,693 Iraqis, 601 
Syrians, 132 Somali, 25 Jordanians, 8 Lebanese, 6 Yemenis, 4 Saudis, 2 
Palestinians, 3 Eritreans, one from the Emirates, and 21 Sudanese. 


There were also 4,960 foreigners who entered illegally and were permitted to 
leave in the same period. They included: 3,430 Iranians, 765 Pakistanis, 
405 Turks, 158 Indians, 105 Bengalis, 79 Afghans, 15 Filipinos, and one each 
from Ceylon, Germany and Kenya. 


On the other hand, the minister said that 8,133 Arab citizens were granted 
exit visas by the General Administration for Citizenship, Passports and 
Residence and its subdivisions during the period from 5 September to 5 
December. They included 5,036 Egyptians, 601 Jordanians, 1,099 Syrians, 322 
Lebanese, 346 Iraqis, 325 Sudanese, 15 Tunisians, 8 Yemenis, 163 Palestinians, 
53 Moroccans and 165 Somali. 


The 2,501 foreign citizens who were granted exit visas during the same period 
were of the following nationalities: 132 Eritreans, 10 [word illegible], 96 
Filipinos, 1 German, 14 Italians, 282 Turks, 247 Afghans, 22 British, 12 
Netherlanders, 718 Pakistanis, 220 from Bangladesh, 14 Yugoslays, 479 Indians, 
68 Koreans, 11 Cypriots, 12 Romanians, 7 Finns, 10 Hungarians, 43 Americans, 
62 Ethiopians, 22 Iranians, 15 Ceylonese, and one each from Poland, Thailand, 
Colombia and Brazil. 


From another aspect, the Goyernment of the United Arab Emirates decided to 
expel foreign violators of that state's immigration and labor laws and regula- 
tions, proceeding administratively without processing the accused through the 
public prosecutor and the courts. That decision was made after the recent 
increase in the number of cases of violations of the immigration and labor 
laws. 
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KUWAIT 


KUWAIT CALLED PRIME TARGET FOR ECONOMIC EXPANSION 





GF200513 Manama GULF DAILY NEWS in English 20 Jul 83 p 12 


[Text] London--Kuwait is "the prime candidate for sustained expansion" at 

a time when the combined economic performance of the Gulf states in 1982 and 
1983 have been "decidedly shaky", according to MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST 
(MEED). 


In a survey of contracting prospects in the Gulf states, the London-based 
weekly noted that Kuwait's 1983-84 budget called for a 14.1 per cent rise 
in state expenditure to 3.6 billion Kuwaiti dinars (12.2 billion dollars). 


Expenditure on development schemes was slated to rise by 23 per cert to 
740 million dinars (2.5 billion dollars). 


These increases would create a "nominal" 851 million dinar (2.9 billion 
dollars) budget deficit, which could "easily be covered by the 7-9 billion 
dollars worth of investment income not included in budgetary calculations 
of government revenues,” MEED said. 


While the spending would provide some opportunities for international con- 
sultants and contractors, "expansion seems to be concerned mainly with 
creating a steady stream of work for local companies and with stimulating 
the local economy," it noted. 


Elaborating on Kuwait's healthy economic prospects, MEED pointed out that 
the country's reserves stood at 5.631 billion dollars at the beginning of 
1983. 


Its other external assets were "probably in excess of 70 billion dollars, 
(with) an investment income officially estimated at five billion dollars 
and unofficially at eight billion dollars, and a current account surplus 
of around 3.5 billion dollars." 


Based on oil price, production and import trends, MEED predicted a surplus 
of 3.5-4.0 billion dollars in 1983 and 2.75-3.5 billion dollars in 1984. 


Kuwaiti Government finances were “equally comforting," the magazine noted. 
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"Assuming no oil production or price cuts, expenditures could be raised by 
a further 11.6 per cent in 1984 before they reach the actual level of 
revenues, including investment income," the magazine said. 


After 1985, the “incremental rise in investment income alone" would be 
sufficient to sustain modest expansion indefinitely. 


But, MEED cautioned, “while Kuwait's ability to accommodate steady growth 
in government spending is more or less assured, its willingness to do so 
is far from certain." 


As "the most developed Gulf economy," Kuwait's development needs "are 
particularly soft." 


The level of local prosperity alone would probably determine the level of 
government spending. 


CSO: 4400/433 
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KUWAIT 


1982 ECONOMIC STATUS SURVEYED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 749. 23 May 83 


[Text] During the past year, economic developments in Kuwait have attracted 
considerable attention, not only on the domestic and Arab level but on the 
international level as well, in view of the interaction of these developments 
with a number of domestic alterations, on the one hand, and the importance 

of Kuwaiti capital in the international financial markets, on the other. 


The most important features of these developments are outlined in the economic 
report of the Central Bank of Kuwait, which includes: 


First: The most prominent domestic economic events: 


In 1982 the Kuwaiti economy witnessed a number of important events, of which 

the most prominent were the decline of Kuwait's oil profits during that year 

and the prominence of the problem of the climate of the market, which intensified 
during the second half of 1982. The report discussed the economic meaning of 
both of these events: 


1. Decline in oil profits: Kuwait's oil profits fell to 2.7 billion dinars 
in 1982, compared to 4.1 billion the previous year. The policies adopted 
by the government in 1982 in the fields of investment, general expenditures, 
and economic development in general had the greatest effect on reducing the 
dangers of declining oil profits for the country's economy. 


The declining oil profits and Kuwait's reliance on fiscal reserves in 1982 to 
cover some of the state's commitments strengthened the importance of the policy 
of diversifying sources of income and redoubled attention to income from 
investment. In fiscal year 1980-81, inyestment income had doubled to about 
1,743.9 million dinars, but it fell back by 21.8 percent (to 1,364 million) in 
1981-82 because of withdrawals from general reserves to finance the budget 
deficit in that year and to meet a number of other state commitments. In spite 
of that drop, the level achieved by inyestment income in FY 1981-82 averages 
about half of the oil income. It also coyers about 36 percent of the total 
actual general expenditures for the same fiscal year. In view of the state's 
interest in foreign investments and the income and reserves which they generate, 
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a government agency was formed in June 1982 (the General Authority for 
Investments) to administer Kuwait's financial investments. Among the goals 

of this agency are outlining a general policy for investment, supervising its 
implementation, and establishing investment programs, following their progress, 
and making the necessary decisions for that. 


In view of the decline in oil income, the fiscal authorities in Kuwait in the 
past few years have tended to adopt a policy of guiding expenditures, 
especially during the 1982-83 fiscal year. . This policy is aimed at limiting 
government spending by allocating the economic resources of the state as 
equitably as possible and obtaining the greatest return from spending appropria- 
tions. 


It is possible to make use of this policy to help the Kuwaiti economy avoid 
its perils of increased government spending and the decline in Kuwait's fiscal 
reserves which might result from that if oil revenues continued to decline. 


Despite the decline in oil profits, Kuwait continued with a number of 
development projects. The budget for construction projects rose by about 2.4 
percent for FY 1982-83, to 603 million dinars, to complete projects under way 
and vital new projects, in particular. Appropriations for projects supervised 
by the Ministry of Electricity and Water totaled about 248.6 million that year. 
In 1982, 24 main transformer stations were built, and construction was started 
on the al-Zawr power plant, the Wester al-Dawhah power plant, and the al- 
Dawhah filtration project since FY 1981-1982. The Public Housing Authority 
received appropriations of about 100 million dinars in FY 1982-83 to enable it 
to build about 5,500 units of low and moderate-income housing to cover the needs 
of about 30,000 citizens in a number of regions of Kuwait. 


The government confirmed its interest in the housing sector at the end of 

1982 when it decided to double the capital of the Credit and Savings Bank 

to 1 billion dinars. Because of the state's interest in expanding and improving 
health, educational and other services, 200 million dinars were allocated to 
the Ministry of Public Works in FY 1982-83 to complete several vital facilities 
providing services to the citizens. 


2. Problem of Market Climate 


In the aftermath of the escalation of speculation in the market paralleling the 
official exchange (market climate), the increase in selling on credit at 

normal prices, and the issuance of checks connected with these operations for 
huge sums exceeding the actual fiscal worth of a number of traders in the market, 
the problem of market climate has been prominent in the second half of 1982. 

The amount of entanglement among parties connected to the credit sales checks 

in that market (total indebtedness) totaled about 27 billion dinars. The 
government took several steps to treat the problem, especially: 


A. Suspending the establishment of closed corporations. 


B. Establishing a clearing house to take charge of recording all credit sales 
transactions. 
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C. Forming a board of arbitration to make decisions in disputes arising from 
these transactions. 


D. Creating a fund with capital of 500 million dinars to guarantee the rights 
of creditors, in cash or in promissory notes issued by the fund. 


The year 1982 ended without achieving a complete solution to that crisis. 


The problem of market climate goes beyond this. Settling the circumstances of 
traders in the market will not achieve a complete solution to the roots of the 
problem or guarantee that it will not recur in the future, umless several things 
are taken into consideration. The most important of these are: 


A. The method of transactions by credit has been a characteristic of other 
periods. In 1973, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry issued a resolution 
banning credit sales because of the risk involved. 


B. The intense speculation with feverish escalation of prices, whether in the 
bond market or the real estate and land market, throws those markets into 
confusion and inflicts considerable damage on a number of traders, on the one 
hand, and exposes the Kuwaiti economy to a number of dangers, on the other. 
One of the most significant dangers is the trend of investors to speculate 
because they can achieve substantial profits in a relatively short time, 
rather than take an interest in the productive economic sectors and their need 
to prepare a trained technical work force to achieve the desired rate of 
economic development and diversify sources of income. 


C. A repetition of the crisis in the future might not take place in circumstances 
which would permit the government to intervene to provide direct or indirect 
fiscal support with the goal of stimulating the market and preserving 

confidence of investors in it, in view of the continued decline in oil 

profits. To ward off the numerous potential dangers to which the Kuwaiti 

economy may be exposed in case such a problem occurs in the future, several 

steps and arrangements are necessary. These include: 


Regulating the financial markets as a whole, including controlling steps for 
the circulation of shares and superyising prices of shares, so that they reflect 
the true financial conditions of the companies and so that the profit margins 
of trading do not exceed suitable limits. 


Developing the bond market and conyerting it from its traditional role to a 
leading role linked to encouraging local inyestment -- rather, Gulf inyestment, 
in a subsequent stage -~ and helping to distribute ayailable money among the 
various economic projects. 


Developing and spreading investment awareness within the framework of a 


complete investment strategy, which means directing investments to productive 
sectors within the framework of Kuwait's investment goals. 
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Continuing to strengthen the policy of guiding banking credit to increase the 
percentage of scheduled loans (which have limited goals and terms) in relation 
to the total of credit facilitations, while narrowing the scope of loans 
granted for speculatiye purposes. 


Second: Rate of Economic Growth 


Despite the decline in Kuwait's oil production in 1982, when total domestic 
production (at current prices) fell to about 5.737 million dinars (preliminary 
estimates of the Ministry of Planning) compared to 6.764 million for 1981, a 
reduction of 15.2 percent from the previous year, the Kuwaiti economy in 1982 
recorded moderate growth in non-oil sectors of 11.9 percent, compared to 10.5 
percent for 1981. While the petroleum sector in 1982 was directly affected by 
the circumstances of the international oil market and by the world economic 
Stagnation, so that immediately afterward the average domestic production 
growth of that sector (at current prices) fell by about 32.5 percent from what 
it had been in 1981, the non-oil sectors recorded the growth described earlier 
as the result of the applications of a number of fiscal and monetary policies. 
These included, for example, continued growth in the credit facilitations 
granted by private sector commercial banks of about 24 percent in 1982 as 
compared to 29.5 percent for the previous year. Public expenditures increased 
by about 11.3 percent and 5.3 percent for fiscal years 1981-82 and 1982-83 
consecutively. Those policies were able to strengthen and finance the activity 
of the non-oil sectors for 1982, which led to a rising share for those non-oil 
sectors in total domestic production (at current prices) to 51 percent for 
1982 (as compared to 39 percent for 1981). Those developments take advantage 
of continued state efforts to expand the production base and speed up 
diversification of sources of income so that oil resources can be converted to 
a productive economic base providing advanced and diversified economic 
opportunities. 


The most recent statistics available for growth averages for non-oil sectors 
during 1982 show the following: 


1. The processing industries sector recorded a growth average of 11.6 percent, 
raising that sector's share of total domestic production from 5.5 percent for 
1981 to 7.4 percent. The main reason for the growth in 1982 is the remarkable 
growth achieved by the refining industry (21.7 percent). The result of this 
was increasing the percentage of refining of oil compared to Kuwait's total 
production of oil to 41 percent compared to 25 percent for 1981 and 20 percent 
for 1980. 


The increased domestic production of the industrial sector also led to several 
developments. The most important of these were: 


A. Approval by the appropriate authorities of the establishment of 23 new 
industrial projects representing investments of 44 million dinars (compared to 
37 projects in 1981 worth 34.5 million). 


B. During 1982, authorization of expansion plans for 26 industrial facilities, 
either by increasing production capacity or adding new products, with total 
investments of 16.8 million dinars (compared to 4.2 million for 1981). Those 


industries included the paraffin industry (from kerosene), cement, [construction] 
steel, and automobile frames. 
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Cc ‘ss prominence of several new industries which went into production in 
lyc_. There were about 16 industrial facilities representing investments of 
about 17.8 million dinars (compared to 23 facilities worth 9.2 million for 
1981). The new industries for 1982 included factories for shipbuilding and 
repair, paper, and dairy products and their derivatives. 


2. The growth ayerage of the construction sector (8.4 percent) for 1982 is 
in keeping with the following indicators: 


A. Credit facilitations offered to this sector by commercial banks increased 
by the end of 1982 to 673.4 million dinars (17.3 percent over the previous 
year). 


C. Loans by the Real Estate Bank rose for 1982. Real estate loans granted 
by the Credit and Savings Bank increased by about 1,167 percent in FY 1981-82 
over the preceding fiscal year, and that represented an increase of about 

240 million dinars. That increase was approved to help borrowers bear the 
increasing costs of construction materials and the increase in the costs of 
construction, expansion and repair of buildings. 


Third: The most important international factors in the Kuwaiti economy 


In 1982 the Kuwaiti economy was exposed to a number of developments resulting 
from international economic conditions. Continued economic stagnation for the 
third year in a row, especially in the major industrial states, led to reduced 
world demand for oil, and that resulted in a decline in Kuwait's exports 

of petroleum and petroleum profits (by about 34.4 percent) for 1982. 


Although several major currencies were subject to marked fluctuations in their 
exchange rates in 1982, the monetary authorities in Kuwait were able to 
maintain relatively balanced stability for the dinar in comparison to other 
currencies. The record of the actual exchange rate of the dinar shows that it 
rose by 6.4 percent for 1982 over the previous year. 


Also, the monetary authorities in Kuwait were able to contain the effect of 
fluctuations in international interest rates on the Kuwaiti economy in 1982 
by maintaining relative stability in the general structure of domestic 
interest rates. That was done by regulating levels of domestic liquidity 
according to the requirements of the yarious economic sectors (and the 
productive sectors, to be exact), especially in the first half of the year 
when international interest prices escalated sharply. 


7587 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


BUDGET DEFICIT--Deputy Jasim al-Kharafi, head of the Fiscal and Economic 
Affairs Committee in the Kuwaiti National Assembly, announced that there is an 
850 million dinar deficit in the state general budget for 1983-84. In its 
meeting, the committee had discussed two bills submitted by the government 
concerning linking the budget of the Kuwaiti Institute for Scientific Research 
and the municipality of Kuwait for FY 1983-84. The committee decided to 
postpone approval of them until the next session so that both parties could 
supply the fiscal committee with some detailed information about articles of 
the budget. The committee also reviewed new items in the state general budget 
for FY 1983-84. The total state budget for FY 1983-84 is estimated at 3.887 
billion, an increase of 423,627,860 dinars over the previous budget. The 
deficit in the next budget is estimated at 850 million dinars, while the 
deficit in the budget for the last fiscal year was 258 million dinars. 

[Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 749, 23 May 83, p 58] 7587 


CSO: 4404/436 


35 








LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


HADDAD STATEMENT ON TYRE INCIDENT--Major Haddad, commander of free Lebanon, 
has issued the following statement: Concerning the killing of a citizen in 
Tyre, we will make the following clarification: In the wake of the call 
for a strike to protest the regrettable incidents of Beirut, tiie head- 
quarters of free Lebanon's army and the IDF have agreed not to interfere 

in the demonstrations which may take place. What happened yesterday was 
that five people carrying tires and gasoline passed by an IDF center, which 
asked them to stop to be identified. Four of them stopped, while the fifth 
fled. Warning shots were fired in the air, but he continued running. This 
aroused suspicion and prompted one of the soldiers to fire at and kill the 
fugitive. Regretting this incident, we clarify again that the incident 
happened because that person did not abide by the instructions to stop and 
that the incident does not have any connection with the strike and the 
demonstrations which were intended to take place. [Text] [JN171709 Marj 
"Uyun Lebanon Voice of Hope in Arabic 1400 GMT 17 Jul 83] 
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SYRIA 


KING HUSAYN'S PEACE PROPOSAL SCORED 
JN182051 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 18 Jul 83 
[Palestine broadcast--from "On the Events" program] 


[Text] Brothers on the path of revolution and liberation: King Husayn has 
disclosed his cards all at once. He proposed entering direct negotiations 
with the Zionist enemy within the framework of the Camp David accords. This 
was disclosed by Zionist circles when they said that Begin's government 
discussed King Husayn's proposal to this effect and welcomed it in the same 
way as it had previously welcomed the Jordanian regime's desire to join the 
comprehensive peace negotiations with Israel. These circles also said that 
the Jordanian proposal was conveyed by Hubert Humphrey and Mark Segal. King 
Husayn had received these two U.S. personalities and asked them to convey 
his proposal on direct negotiations to the Zionist government. 


What is important in what Humphrey and Segal said about King Husayn's pro- 
posal is that the king has adopted this stance in light of the developments 
and big changes which have taken place in the region, foremost being the 
departure of the Palestinian resistance from Lebanon and King Husayn's 
domination of the decision of some Palestinian figures who share his view- 
points in support of the Camp David accords through the plan of U.S. Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan. 


Although Jordanian Information Minister ‘Adnan Abu ‘Awdah quickly denied 
what Humphrey and Segal said, nobody believes this denial because the 
behavior of the Jordanian regime all the time proves its attempt to join 
the Camp David accords. This is everybody's conviction. Even Brother Yasir 
"Arafat frankly expressed this conviction at the PNC when he described his 
contacts with the Jordanian regime as an attempt to stop this regime's 

move toward direct negotiations with the enemy. When he reminded the PNC 
members that although al-Haj Amin al-Husayni, may God bless his soul, was 
much stronger than he--than ‘Arafat--the Jordanian regime faked the Jericho 
conference for him and aborted the possibility of establishing an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state after 1948. 


The fears which Brother Yasir ‘Arafat expressed at the PNC are the ones 


which are now being embodied through the Jordanian king's move toward 
direct negotiations with the enemy, thus cancelling the role of the PLO as 
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the sole representative of the Palestinian people and exploiting the con- 
fused policy of some PLO leaders toward the current developments in the 
region. 


The question now is: Which of the two wagers is stronger? Is it that of 
those who approached the king to stop his move toward cancelling the 
Palestinian role, even through some sort of reconciliation between the 
Palestinian role and the royal Jordanian role, or the king's wager on 
endorsing the cards of this rapprochement for the service of his decision 
to cancel the PLO's role? 


The problem is that the difference between the two wagers is not very big; 
rapprochement with the Jordanian regime, which is known for its objectives 
and connections, constitutes a crematorium for the PLO and a danger to our 
Palestinian people's cause. 


Hence, we say: Let the manifestations of rapprochement with the Jordanian 
regime stop. A clear Palestinian stance should be declared toward the 
king's proposal on direct negotiations with the enemy. This proposal con- 
stitutes a flagrant aggression against the Palestinian people and their 
cause, and against the PLO and its role in leading the Palestinian people's 
struggle. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


SANA TRANSMISSION IN ENGLISH--Damascus, 19 Jul (SANA)--Within the context of 
its plan to develop its capabilities for disseminating Syria's news to vari- 
ous parts of the world, SANA has begun to transmit news in the English 
language, in addition to the Arabic and French languages. SANA Director 

Dr Sabir Falhut has said that reports received by SANA from its colleagues 
in Arab, European, Latin American and Asian news agencies indicate that 
SANA's transmission is clearly received by these agencies, which note that 
SANA is honestly conveying to them Syria's progressive development in all 
fields. The SANA director affirmed that this humble step in developing 

its activities comes within SANA's general plan for attaining a level that 
enables it to monitor, transmit and follow up Syria's principled and 
honorable political stands as an essential source of news on Syria. Syria's 
stands constitute the holding aloft of the banner of Arab dignity and build- 
ing new Syria as a model of national unity and pan-Arab steadfastness 
against the enemies of the Arab nation. [Text] [JN201210 Damascus SANA in 
Arabic 1930 GMT 19 Jul 83] 
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BANGLADESH 


CHINESE BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION TEAM CALLS ON ERSHAD DEPUTY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 May 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The three-member Chinese technical team led by Mr. Hue Ming Tian on 
Buriganga river bridge construction called on Rear Admiral M.A. Khan, Deputy 
Chief Martial Law Administrator and Minister for Communications at his Secre- 
tariat office in Dhaka on Sunday, reports BSS. 


During the meeting the DCMLA welcomed the team and thanked the Chinese Govern- 
ment for promptly sending the technical team in connection with construction 
of a bridge over the river Buriganga. 


He said that the Chinese offer in assisting the construction of bridge was 
made during the visit of CMLA Lt. General H. M. Ershad to China and subse- 
quently re-affirmed during the DCMLA's visit to China. 


The Minister hoped that with Chinese assistance and cooperation the long 
awaited bridge over river Buriganga will be constructed in record time usher- 
ing in long awaited benefit to the citizen of the metropolitan Dhaka. 


One of the essential prerequisites for the balanced and all round social, 
economic, industrial and agricultural development is an efficient system of 
transport and communication especially roads and highways. Unfortunately, the 
road transport system in Bangladesh in general and direct road link between 
Dhaka the capital city with the south-west region of the country in particular 
is poor, as a result of the lack of highway link, there is a staggering effect 
on the development of the local road transport network throughout the proposed 
Dhaka-Khulna Highway alignment in particular its area of influence upto the 
crossing with the Padma at Mawa Faridpur-Barisal road and Faridpur-Barisal 
crossing point to the Jessore-Khulna link 


Dhaka is also the largest business centre of the country. The region on the 
other side of the river is generally agricultural. Movement of agricultural 
products including vegetables milk and fish are done by head or shoulder load 
and by board. This is time consuming and affects perishable goods very badly. 


The suitably sited bridge will be able to remove the long standing inconveni- 
ences now being faced by the people of both side of the river Buriganga. 


The Secretary, Roads and Road Transport Division Mr. Khorshed Alam and Chief 
Engineer Roads and Highways, Mr A. R. Chowdhury were also present during the 
meeting 
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ERSHAD'S DEPUTY INTERVIEWED ON VISIT TO PRC 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 May 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Deputy Chief Martial 
Law Administrator Rear Admi- 
ral Mahbub Ali Khan said his 
recent visit to China has been a 


-great success from political point 


of view. During the visit 
the Chinese reafirmed their 
friendship and pledged to lead 
all possible cooperation to 
Bangladesh io the interest of 
peace and stability of South East 

Summing up his tour impre- 
ssion atan exclusive interview 
with the Eastern News Agency, 
the DCMLA said China is keen 
to see the end of hostilities in 
Kampuchea and _ restoration 
of peace io that  strife-torn 
country through political solution 
of the crisis. China thinks with- 
drawal of foreign troops from 
Kampuchea will pave the way 
for politival setilement of the 
crisis. Bavgladesh’s views on 
Kampuchean crisis are more or 
jess identical, he added. 


In reply to a question con- 
cerning the recent flare-up 
along Sino-Vietoam border Mr 
Khan said he was told that 
unfortunate development was due 
to provocation from across the 
Chinese border. The Chinese 
hoped there would be no 


further cause for provocation 
from across their border in 
future. : 


In response to another 


4600/1274? 
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‘question the DCMLA observed 
there is a tremendous prospect 
of enlarging the seope of 
greater bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries 
io §6€C6htthe’” «field of rail, road 
and bridge construction. He 
 gaid a Chinese technical team 
is coming to Dhaka to study 
the feasibility of a. bridge 
over the Buriganga. He said 
the team will prepare a blue 
print of a cement slipper factory 
for Bangladesh. The DCMLA 
said cement slippers are 
economical aod = technically 
morte suitable for adoption by 
Bangladesh railway. 


He said both Chisese and 
Bangladesh railways have com- 
mon problems of development. 


The DCMLA, who is the Chief of 


Bangladesh Navy, thought Bang- 
Iadésh can derive lesson from 
the Chinese example of solving 
the problem of _ devglopment of 
~ther tetiways = throdf#h tabour 
intensive method. 


.. He said the Chinese have 

‘ yastly improved and modernised 
their railway transportation sys- 
tem snd its opertional manage- 
ment. China can render very 
useful service to Bangladesh 
io this regard. Mr Khan noted 
with satisfaction that the Chinese 
have agreed to = train a number 
of our personne! in engineering 
aod track management. 
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BANGLADESH 


STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER AT MEET ON PALESTINE 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 May 83 p 4 
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BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS ON VISIT OF SAUDI FINANCE MINISTER 
Accords Signed 15 May 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 May 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia signed in Dhaka on Sunday two project loan 
agreements and another agreement for the establishment of a joint investment 
company. 


Under the project loan agreements, Bangladesh will receive a total of 27.35 
million US dollars from Saudi Arabia for financing of railway rehabilitation 
project and low-lift pumps for irrigation project. 


The Saudi-Bangladesh Joint Investment Company, located in Bangladesh with a 
paid-up capital of 60 million US dollar, would be meant for financing of in- 
dustrial and agricultural projects. The object of the company include the 
making of investment in the agro-industrial field in Bangladesh on commercial 
basis. Saudi Arabia will be providing half of the capital of the company in 
convertible currency while Bangladesh will pay its share of the rest of the 
capital in taka currency. It will mainly finance private sector projects. 
The Chairman of the company will be a Saudi national while its Managing 
Director or General Manager will be a Bangladeshi national. 


All the three agreements--two for project loan assistance and the third one 
for establishment of the investment company--were signed by Saudi Minister for 
Finance and National Economy, Mr. Mohammad Aba Al-Khail and Bangladesh 
Minister for Finance and Planning, Mr. A.M.A. Muhith, at the close of the 
third meeting of Bangladesh-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission. 


Of the two project loans, the Railway Track Rehabilitation Project, to be 
executed by Bangladesh Railway within December, 1987, will involve a total 
cost of 230.25 million dollars of which Saudi Arabia would be contributing 
9.84 million dollars. The other co-sponsores of the project meant for re- 
habilitation of about 532 miles of railway track to increase the capability of 
the lines to transport more goods and passengers at economically sufficient 
prices are Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and Asian Develop- 
ment Bank (ADB). 

















The low lift pump irrigation project for which Saudi Arabia will be providing 
17.51 million US dollars will involve a total cost of 37.14 million dollars. 
It aims at providing 13,400 new low-lift pumps sets together with appropriate 
spares and support services to exploit the surface water resources to enable 
farmers to increase rice production. It will be executed by Bangladesh Agri- 
cultural Development Corporation (BADC) and is expected to be completed by 
August, 1986. 


With the signing of the two project loan agreements, the total amount of loans 
for which agreements had been signed with Bangladesh amounts to 191.35 million 
US dollars. The Saudi Fund for Development, to mention here, extended earlier 
three loans--Jaipurhat Limestone Mining Project (30 million US dollars) Chit- 
tagong Urea Fertiliser Project (85 million US dollars) and Railway Rehabili- 
tation Project (50 million US dollars) to Bangladesh amounting to about 164 
million US dollars. In addition to project loan assistance, Saudi Arabia has 
so far provided Bangladesh with a total amount of 467 million US dollars as 
grant. Out of this amount, Bangladesh has utilised till now 417 million dol- 
lars in the form of flood relief balance of payments support, fertiliser pro- 
curement, import financing, and general relief grants. 


Meanwhile, a Press release issued by External Resources Division, Ministry of 
Finance and Planning, after the closure of the third meeting of Bangladesh- 
Saudi Arabia Joint Commission in Dhaka said that the two sides reviewed (1) 
utilisation of available Saudi grants and project assistance to Bangladesh, 
(2) export of skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled manpower from Bangladesh to 
Saudi Arabia and (3) progress of trade relations between the two countries. 


Finance and Planning Minister Mr. A.M. Muhith, who led the 18-member Bangla- 
desh team at the meeting, outlined the socio-economic policies adopted by the 
Government, the general features of the Second Five-Year Plan and pointed out 
the need for external assistance for the country in the interim period in a 
long-term frame for self-reliant development. The Saudi side appreciated the 
policies adopted by the Government of Bangladesh and gave assurance of firm 
support to their attainment within the framework of the Islamic Ummah, Saudi 
Minister for Finance and National Economy, Mr. Mohammad Aba Al-Khali, who led 
a 10-member Saudi team at the meeting of the joint commission, affirmed that 
his country would be providing effective support to Bangladesh to implement 
its various development projects specially in the fields of agricultural and 
other infra-structural development. 


The ERD Press release pointed out that both sides recognised the need for 
increasing effective contacts between businessmen and traders of the two 
countries, setting up of regular shipping links and holding of exhibition of 
Bangladeshi products in major cities of Saudi Arabia. 


Both sides also expressed satisfaction that Bangladeshi skilled, semi-skilled 
and unskilled labourers and professional personnel working in Saudi Arabia had 
earned good name for their sincerity and hard work. It was agreed at the 
meeting of the joint commission that labour and professional workers from 
Bangladesh would be encouraged in obtaining employment in Saudi Arabia. both 
sides further agreed in this connection to simplify procedural bottlenecks 
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that at times stood on the way of expeditious recruitment and travel of re- 
cruited workers to Saudi Arabia. 


Meeting with Press 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 May 83 pp l, 12 


[Text] Saudi Minister for Finance and National Economy, Mr. Mohammad Aba-Al- 
Khai expressed his complete satisfaction on Sunday at the expanding economic 
cooperation and collaboration between his country ard Bangladesh in different 
fields. He stated that Saudi Arabia would continue to extend Bangladesh all 


support and cooperation in the latter's efforts to accelerate the pace of na- 
tional development. 


Addressing a Press conference at the state guest house Meghna in Dhaka at the 
close of third meeting of Bangladesh-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission the Saudi 
Minister said that the two-sides had reviewed the entire gamut of their bilat- 
eral economic cooperation including assistance programmes, manpower export, 
and commercial and trade relations during the meeting of the joint commission. 


Finance Minister Mr A.M.A. Muhith was also present at the Press conference. 


The Saudi Finance Minister termed the signing of the two project loan agree- 
ments as reflective of the close bonds between the governments and the peoples 
of the two friendly countries. ‘It demonstrates clearly the keen desire of 
the government of his majesty King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz to foster the efforts 
of the government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh to achieve economic 
prosperity and welfare for its friendly people" he observed 


He pointed out that the Board of Directors of the Saudi Fund for Development 
had approved three more project loams totalling 53.25 million U.S. dollars 
towards the financing of three other projects. The projects are: oil and Gas 
Drilling Project (9.25 million U.S. dollars) Deep Tubewell Project (25 million 
U.S. Dollars) and Ranipukur Hardrock Project (20 million U.S. dollars). 


Mr Mohammad Aba-Al-Khail said that the Saudi Fund would endeavour to prepare 
and sign in the near future the loan agreements for the three new projects. 


Asked to comment on the performance of Bangladesh in respect of development 
aid utilisation, the Saudi Minister said that he was satisfied with the rate 
of progress. 


Replying to another question as to whether the prevailing downtrend in inter- 
national oil price would have any adverse impact on Saudi development assist- 
ance programme for the developing Third World countries, he felt that as far 
as Bangladesh's needs were concerned, Saudi Government would continue to main- 
tain its flow of assistance. He stated that Saudi Fund for Development dis- 
bursed a total amount of 1.5 billion Saudi Riyals as development assistance to 
the developing countries last year. 
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About the prospects for additional Saudi funding for Jaypurhat Limestone 
Project the Saudi Minister said ‘we will consider such additional funding 
needs for the project after we go back home’. 


Mr Mohammad Aba-Al-Khail leaves for Riyadh today (Monday) at the close of his 
four-day visit to Bangladesh as the head of a 10 member team to the third 
meeting of Saudi Arabia-Bangladesh Joint Commission. This was his second 
visit to Dhaka after a gap of four years. 
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BANGLADESH 


CONTINUING DEFICIT IN TRADE WITH INDIA NOTED 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 8 May 83 ppl, 8 
[Article by Monowar Hossain] 


[Text] Bangladesh has been suffering an annual deficit of Tk 60.5 crore on 
the average in trade with India since 1978-79 fiscal year. During last four 
years, the total deficit in trade with India amounted to roughly Tk. 251 crore 
with an average annual deficit of Tk 60.5 crore. The deficit is, however, 
less compared to the annual deficit of over Tk 100 crore during the year 
before 1975-76. 


Bangaldesh suffered a deficit of Tk 63.1 crore in the year 1978-79, by ex- 
porting goods worth Tk 3.9 crore to India against the import of goods worth 
around Tk 67 crore from that side. 


The export to India in 1979-80 was valued at Tk. 21.8 crore against an import 
which was valued at Tk 75.2 crore and thus Bangladesh suffered a deficit of 
around Tk 53 crore. : 


The import from India in the following year (1980-81) was to the tune of Tk 94 
crore while the export during that year was recorded around Tk. 40 crore. The 
deficit calculated was Tk. 54 crore. 


In the last fiscal year (1981-82) the deficit in trade with India was around 
Tk 80 crore with an import memo of Tk 101 crore against that of export of Tk. 
21 crore. 


In the current fiscal year total volume of export and import has not been cal- 
culated yet but the trend is much the same as the previous year's. 


The major items exported to India during the period under review were news- 
print, pulp, rayon, bitumin and furnace oil and the major items imported from 
India were coal, transport equipment, spares, dyes and electrical goods. 


Although the economies of these two neighbourly countries are virtually com- 
petitive, there are yet rooms for bilateral trade between the countries. 


hg 


Observers believe that eploitating the advantages in the area of trade between 
the two countries, existing trade gap between Bangladesh and India can be nar- 
rowed down and even a balance can be regained. 


In October 1982, the leaders of two countries in a summit meeting in Delhi 
agreed to explore the feasibility of entering into long-term arrangement for 
increasing exports from Bangladesh. It was also agreed that the efforts from 
both the sides would be intensified to reduce the existing trade imbalance 
between the two countries. 


In pursuance of the agreed principle of the Delhi Summit, a meeting at the 
ministrial level was held in November 1982 in New Delhi. In that meeting re- 
duction of trade imbalance received top priority and the items such as news- 
print, urea, blue leather, bitumin, molasses, potato and viscose rayon were 
identified for exports to India at internationally competitive prices on the 
basis of mutually acceptable long-term arrangement to narrow down the deficit 
Bangladesh had been suffering in trade with India. 


If India had imported the above mentioned items every year the imbalance would 


have been avoided. But after that meeting there was no positive indication 
from Indian side to raise imports from Bangladesh. 
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BANGLADESH 


MINUTES ON NETHERLANDS GRANT SIGNED IN DHAKA 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 May 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bangladesh will receive Taka 
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BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN MINISTER TALKS TO BSS ON RETURN FROM ROK 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15 May 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Foreign Minister Mr. A. R. Shamsud Doha said here on Saturday that 
his visit to South Korea would be the beginning of a "new chapter" in the eco- 
nomic relations between the two countries. 


The Minister who returned home on Saturday morning concluding a three-day 
officials visit to Seoul, told BSS that he had met the South Korean industri- 
alists and other businessmen and explained to them the prospect of investment 
in Bangladesh. The Korean entrepreneurs, he said, had shown keen interest to 
make investment here. 


Mr. Doha, who is the first Bangladesh Foreign Minister to visit South Korea, 
said that he was impressed by the "tremendous development" achieved by the 
Korean people "strong and determined leadership together with hard work and 
disciplines" had helped the Koreans to achieve such progress, he added. 


The Foreign Minister said that he was satisfied with the talks he had with the 
President, Prime Minister and other Korean leaders. 


Asked to commend on his receiving the order of diplomatic service merit 
"Gwanha Medal" from South Korean President Chun Doo Hwan, Mr. Doha, said "It 
was a generous citation’. 


The Foreign Minister who earlier led the Bangladesh delegation at the recent 
regional conference on the question of Palestine held in Kuala Lumpur said 
there was complete “unanimity” on the issue and added, the issues like the 
rights of the Palestinians and the soverignty of Al Quds al Sharif must be 
kept alive and every possible pressure has to be brought together to achieve 
the objective. 


Bangladesh, he pointed out had played an active role in the formation of the 
Kuala Lumpur Declaration. 


He said, during his stay in Kuala Lumpur, he had "useful" talks with Foreign 
Ministers of Malaysia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka Maldives and other countries. 
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Earlier the Foreign Minister was conferred with the order of diplomatic 
service merit "Gwanha Medal" by South Korean President Chun Doo Hwan here 
Wednesday. 


The hcnour was made in recognition of Mr. Doha's outstanding contribution to 
strengthening the friendly relations between the two countries. 


President Chun conferred the award on the Foreign Minister at a brief and 


simple ceremony. Later, Mr. Doha called on the President at the Presidential 
Office. 


During the meeting the South Korean President expressed his deep appreciation 
for Bangladesh's support to his country in various international forums. 


CSO: 4600/1254 
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BANGLADESH 


FINANCE MINISTER'S 29 APR SPEECH TO ESCAP PARLEY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6, 7 May 83 


[Reflections by Mr. A. M. A. Muhith, Minister for Finance & Planning, Govern- 
ment of Bangladesh and Chairman of the 29th Session of the Commission in his 
closing statement on April 29] 


[6 May 83 pp 5, 6] 


[Text] THE thirtyninth session of ESCAP is drawing to a close. You have lis- 
tened to speeches and statements for eleven days. I hope you will forgive me 
for this additional infliction. We have been informed of what the Commission 
has been doing since we met last year. We have looked at the work programme 
for the future, and we have given the secretariat a mandate for the future. 

In the last eleven days we have elaborately reviewed the economic and social 
scene of our region and we have identified issues and matters of importance to 
us. The implementation of global strategies and programmes has engaged our 
attention and we are certainly not encouraged by the developments so far. Yet 
we have ended our discussions in an optimistic note--we are hopeful of a bet- 
ter future. The trouble with the past is that it is either romantic or un- 
pleasant. But the present bothers us because it cannot be wished away. So we 
hope for a better future. 


The atmosphere in which we have carried our review and made our decisions for 

the future has been very congenial. For that we are grateful to our gracious 

hosts. For that we thank the secretariat for their documentation and further 

explanations. Bangkok for regular delegates to the ESCAP is a second home and 
let me record our appreciation of Thai hospitality. I thank the Prime Minis- 

ter of Thailand for taking time at a busy period to address us. 


It is a matter of great personal pleasure to take this opportunity to place on 
record our appreciation of the dynamic leadership of the Executive Secretary 
of ESCAP. H.E. Mr. S.A.M.S.Kibria has been one of my collegues in the service 
of my country in the past and a close friend from my school days whom I have 
always respected. It is indeed a privilege to feel proud of him as he cap- 
tains the ESCAP team. As an illustrious son of my country we are very proud 
of you, Mr. Executive Secretary, and we deeply appreciate your dedication to 
the cause of economic and social, development of the region. 
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Let me also record our appreciation the services of Mr K. Nakagawa, the Deputy 
Executive Secretary, the Chief of Divisions and other members of the staff. I 
have personally known many of them over the past few years and I take this op- 
portunity to thank them all for their excellent work and team spirit. I have 
spoken generally about documentation but I would like to make a special men- 
tion of the Survey 1982 for its high quality. The style is new and the pres- 
entation is superior. Perhaps some sprinkling of statistical digests would 
come handy in such an excellent document. I congratulate the Executive 
Secretary and his staff for the Survey. 


I would like to pay a tribute to the Secretary of the Commission, Mr. E. A. 
Chaudhury, for smooth handling of business in the session. Ably assisted by 
his staff and the Division of Administration, he made it possible for the 
Plenary and the Committees to find their work cut out and their deliberations 
recorded most skilfully and promptly. I may share with you a secret that I 
expected high quality service from Mr. Chaudhury having known him to function 
in a similar capacity some twentynine years ago in a smaller environment. The 
General Service staff members and the team of interpreters provided us excel- 
lent service for which we thank them most heartily. 


I would be failing in my duty if I do not thank the various delegations who 
made the session lively, maintained its congenial atmosphere and led the de- 
liberations to successful conclusions. The understanding and moderation shown 
by them auguar well for forthcoming negotiations on global issues. Distin- 
guished delegates deserve congratulations for business like attitude that they 
displayed during the last eleven days. 


In my opening remakrs I had expressed my view that 1982 has been the most dis- 
mal year of the century in an economic context specially because we failed to 
effectively use the various tools and optimal solutions which we aware of. In 
the discussions it has been noted that external lactors have been very criti- 
cal for the economic health of the countries of this region. There have been 
great difficulties in all the countries because of factors like: global re- 
cession on a scale unprecedented in two generations; a sharp slump in commod- 
ity prices and a resultant drastic fall in the terms of trade; restricted ac- 
cess of the region's exports to markets in the developed countries as a result 
of rising protectionism; a declining flow of official development assistance 
and an unfavorable change in its composition, increased costs of borrowing in 
the international money markets; an increasingly restricted international pri- 
vate investment climate; and mounting debt repayment obligations. 


The related discussion on fiscal policy has underscored the importance of good 
husbanding of domestic resources not only in promoting economic development 
but also in withstanding the adverse effects of external shocks. But there 
is, no doubt, that the best fiscal policy package is no antidote to the con- 
stellation of external factors which are all adverse. Austerity intensive 
domestic resource mobilisation and balanced investment in a hostile external 
environment do not work well. At least equity considerations suffer badly and 
rational fiscal policy is rendered unfeasible. Some of the countries of the 
region managed to keep their heads above water in the first two years of the 
decade with great difficulty and under skilful management but they cannot 
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carry on any further. In the less fortunate countries even the best fiscal 
policy option not been able to prevent deterioration in the already low living 
standards of their poor multitudes. The international development strategy 
for the third development decade has made a very poor start; in fact it is 
moving in the back gear. The hopes generated by the Substantial New Programme 
of Action for the Least Developed Countries have virtually evaporated with 
decline in per capita incomes in these countries. It is urgent that in order 
to avoid social instability and perhaps widespread chaos there must be a re- 
sumption of the development process. 


A number of delegates have referred to the signs of an upturn in global econ- 
omy. In his indomitable optimism man likes to find a silver lining behind 
every cloud. For me personally optimism is the clue to survival. As Finance 
and Planning Minister of the most populous least developed country in the 
world I have to believe in the omnipotence of fiscal policy on the one hand 
yet recognise the urgency of a sustained development process on the other. 
Wearing the planning hat I want accelerated investment and wearing the finance 
hat I want balanced budget. I need growth in trade so that I can buy invest- 
ment goods. I can raise resources from an accountable organised sector. I 
can be greatly helped with increased flow of development assistance to meet 
saving investment as well as export import gaps. I am doubly constrained by 
liquidity squeeze. My development partners cannot transfer sufficient re- 
sources in my favour. I cannot finance higher levels of trade--both exports 
as well as imports. Looking at this predicament you are immediately made 
aware of the interdependent world economy. Isolated recovery, I am afraid, is 
not possible at all. Recovery can be sustained only if the development pro- 
cess in the third world which has been stunted take roots again. 


In the short term this development process can begin with trade expansion, 
liquidity creation and increased transfer of resources. But in the long run 
there is the need for structural change in the economic relations between na- 
tions. Fundamental changes are needed in production structures of the world, 
in international division of labour, in trade regimes, in the conduct of bus- 
iness by multinationals and in the payments system. Why should productivity 
gains in primary goods be solely appropriated by the importers? Why should 
productivity gains in manufacturing be distributed primarily to the manage- 
ment and labour? Why should reserve centres only finance their deficits with 
reserve creation? Why should global liquidity be outside the control of a 
global authority? How is it that multinationals are controlled essentially by 
individual nations? How should the physical resources of the world, specially 
the exhaustible ones, be conserved for use by the greatest number of our spe- 
cie? These are some of the questions answers to which can be found only 
through global negotiations. Global Round of Negotiations, indeed, cannot 
brook any further delay 


A resmption of the development process to ensure sustained recovery must be 
the centre-piece of forthcoming global meets but they must simultaneously move 
towards GRN. From New Delhi the Non-aligned summit has put forward an Action 
proramme for both immediate and longer term measures. From Buenos Aires the 
group of 77 has issued a message of dialogue and consensus. Our deliberations 
I believe have added strength to that message. In the coming months in the 
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infromal gatherings in the U.K. and the Netherlands, in the Williamsburg Sun- 
mit and in Belgrade in UNCTAD-YI we shsould look forward with hope, for 
avoidance of collapse & chaos, hope for the success of the IDS in the coming 
years hope for implementation of SNPA, hope for an ultimate reordering of the 
global economic system 


[7 May 83 pp 5, 7] 


[Text] Now I would like to briefly note a few issues which attracted consid- 
erable attention in our deliberations. First of all let me dwell on the theme 
topic of the last session--food supply and distribution in the region. It is 
heartening to note that a Regional Food Security Commission has been estab- 
lished. We would hope that a food security system should soon be put in place 
in our region. A great deal of work has been done on the elements of food se- 
curity systems for our subregions. No brakes should be applied to this ongo- 
ing work and we shall closely observe inter-agency co ordination in this 
regard. While food security in a country on a macro basis is a much easier 
objective on a micro level access to food is a serious problem where the poor 
has no purchasing power nor are they subsistence farmers. The study of food 
entitlement will fill in a large gap in every national food security plan. 
Investment in food and agriculture must dramatically increase if our people 
are to be assured of a better life. 


Second I have been encouraged by the interest members have taken in the re- 
gional institutions. As the Executive Secretary has pointed out this region 
has been lagging behind in setting up regional institutions. Perhaps it is 
because of some abundance in national institutions compared with some other 
regions. But networking of national institutions establishment of superior 
standards and meeting the needs of less fortunate members demand a few re- 
gional institutions. Our institutions are facing financial crisis. I am con- 
fident that it should not be difficult us to find the necessary resources for 
maintaining the core staff of the institutions. I am hopeful that the working 
group I established at your behest will not only find short term solution but 
also indicate the modality for funding the institutions on a permanent basis. 
I would like to believe that during the next Commission Session we shall ap- 
prove some permanent funding arrangements for these institutions with par- 
ticipation of all member countries. 


Third we have noted quite a few achievements in determining and restructuring 
programme priorities and evaluating programme execution. The initiative taken 
in this respect by the Executive Secretary warrants special appreciation. The 
Commission has endorsed the priorities recommended by the Inter-Governmental 
Group and a good deal of reordering of programmes has been done accordingly. 

I would hope that in providing extra~budgetary support donors will also adhere 
to the criteria for priority determination. Evaluation is an important tool 
in designing new programmes and this should also help mobilisation of extra 
resources something that ESCAP needs so badly. 


Fourth we have taken the first steps for declaring a Transport Decade in the 


region Co-ordination of national transport plans is most important for a re- 
gional transport development programme. Some sixty years ago appraising the 
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transport situation in East Africa a scholar stated that in that region there 
was a "law of the economic limit" and that limit depended entirely on the ex- 
tent of transport links. Irene Van Dungen thought that economic possibilities 
were so limited in the region because transport links were so rudimentary. I 
have always found great merit in this conclusion and more so when I was asso- 
ciated with transport development in my country some two decades back. While 
transport development is so crucial to economic development inter modal eco- 
nomics and timely execution of projects are so very important in transport 
development. 


Fifth we ahve warmly welcomed the concept of TCDIl and ECDC and our work pro- 
gramme contains some new initiatives in ECDC. As the premier regional forum 
for economic and social development ESCAP has done very little so far for 
regional integration or regional economic co-operation. For developing coun- 
tries a system of trade preference alone is not enough there must simultan- 
eously be joint production planning. Restructuring of the global economy 
demands ECOC increase in global output calls for ECDC. of course ECDC must 
cater for assisting the weak in the same manner as EEC assisted Italy in its 
early days. ECDC is a movement pregnant with possibilities and its partici- 
pants should consider themselves fortunate. 


Sixth, we have considered the subject of structure freequency and duration of 
Commission session at some length The ACPR had done some excellent work in 
this connection. We have listened to some valuable suggestions and ideas. 
Having attended quite a few sessions I have a feeling that some of the tra- 
ditions followed here provide for duplication of debates and no so efficient 
discharge of functions. I am referring to repeat debates in Drafting commit- 
tee or Resolution Committee Old habits die hard but dynamism of an organisa- 
tion calls for reappraisal and change when necessary. I am sure these matters 
will be considered in time to come. ESCAP has grown into a substantial exe- 
cuting agency for technical assistance programmes in the region. It has taken 
on the character of a negotiating forum where accommodation and mutual co-op- 
eration seem to rule supreme. The exercise of programme preparation has at- 
tained a high level of sophistication. These are welcome developments and the 
structure of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies must keep pace with 
these changes. 


Finally we have in our region seven least developed countries. Structurally 
weak endowed with limited natural resources plagued by illiteracy and malnu- 
trition these countries face enormous difficulties in sustaining economic 
growth Their efforts are often frustrated by adverse external factors on 
which they depend much more heavily than others. 


Bangladesh for example earns about 65% of its export receipt from one com- 
modity-jute. A Large part of investment is dependent on aid growth of GDO is 
seriously conditioned by how the weather affects grains production. 


If terms of trade deterioration is to an extent of 5% of GDP then the devel- 
opment plan that envisages investment of 12-15% of GDP gets upset instantan- 
eously. If at the same time aid flow stagnates deep cuts in investment become 
necessary. Austerity and strongest resource mobilisation cannot save the 











situation. There is decline in living standards which are already at the mar- 
gin of subsistence. You cannot maintain investment levels because you do not 
have the option to borrow from the market. Even IMF facilities prove too ex- 
pensive and you really get into a debt trap. We have good soil bright sun- 
shine reasonable supply of water if you consider the subsoil conditions as 
well and we have too many hands as also mouths. In order to harness the 
favourable potential we need investment--investment in irrigation in fertiliz- 
ers in seeds in extension in education in skills training and the like. A 
second necessity is organisation--agriculture has to be organised societies of 
men have to be organised or production brigades have to be organised. Both 
these requirements are not easy to fulfil For a while we may do well as we 
did after the first oil shock. We maintained a growth rate of over 5% for 
five years continuously. We were emboldened to push forward but then came the 
second oil shock. We have gone through a process of severe adjustment this 
year and all that we could do is to barely stop the decline in per capita 
income With present investment levels the prospect is one of continued gloom 
and hence perhaps of chaos. The international community need to respond to 
our endeavour adequately. A few days from now the problem of the least 
developed countries of our region will be discussed in Geneva. I only hope 
that those who are in a position to help will respond positively. 


In closing this thirty-ninth session of the Commission permit me to seize this 
opportunity to thank you distinguished delegates ladies and gentelemen and es- 
pecially my panel of Vice-Chairmen--for your active participation and the un- 
grudging co-operation you have extended to me in the smooth conduct of these 
deliberations. 


I have requested some of the distinguished Vice-Chairmen to act on my behalf 
on a number of occasions and they ahve very kindly done so. At various times 
you have seen in the Chair my distinguished colleagues including the Hon. 
Naina Marikkar of Sri Lanka the Hon. Dr. Mohan Man Sainju of Nepal the Hon. 
Denis Lulei of the Solomon Islands and the Hon. J. Cecil Cocker of Tonga. 
They have conducted the session most ably in my absence. 


Dr. Sainju has also served as Chairman of the Informal Consultation Group on 
Regional Institutions. The deliberations of the Group assisted greatly in 
drawing up the "Chairman's consensus on regional institutions" which was sub- 
sequently adopted by the plenary. 


I have also received unstinted support from the other distinguished Vice- 
Chairmen, including his Excellency Mr. He Ynig from China the Hon. Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh from India His Excellency Dr. Mochtar Kusumaatmadja from Indones- 
ia His Excellency Mr. Toshio Kimura from Japan H.E. Mr. Soubanh Srithirath 
from the Lao People Democratic Republic His Excellency Mr. Dong Whie Kim from 
the Republic of Korea the Hon'ble Air Chief Marshal Siddhi Savetsila from 
Thailand and His Excellency Mr. Ha Van Lau from Viet Nam. 


The three Committees put in long hours of work to reach successful conclusions 
in time To the chairmen and vice chairmen of these Committees I owe a special 
debt of gratitude. In particular H.E. Mr. Buyantyn Dashtseren of Mongolia 
H.E. Mrs. Rosalida Tirona of Philippines and H.E. Mr Saroj Chavanaviraj 
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deserve my sincere thanks Sharing the work almost equally with the Plenary the 
Committee of the Whole performed admirably in transacting all business on 
time. The adroit skill of Ambassador Tirona has given us a draft report which 
we have so readily accepted. I thank her once again on behalf of the Commis- 
sion. The resolutions are few but believe me we have not spared words in 
arriving at agreed texts. And Ambassador Saroj deserves a big hand for his 
successful manoeuvres. 


Before concluding I would like to reiterate the unique role of ESCAP as the 
sole intergovernmental forum of this vast regicn. We not only have the larg- 
est concentration of population but also have the greatest diversity among na- 
tions. We have populous giant nations on the one hand and the tiny island 
countries of the vast Pacific on the other. We have the fastest growing 
developing countries on the one hand the nations with concentration of poverty 
on the other. We have rather well development social and administrative 
structures on the one hand and absence of institutions and development ethos 
on the other. So our problems are the problems of all the third world. Popu- 
lation and food are concerns of great magnitude in our region. Commodity 
prices are so important to our economies. But so is access to market of the 
manufactured products of the region. Management of small states and their 
development problems are a matter of vital concern to us. It is indeed grati- 
fying to note that participation of Pacific states in the work of the Commis- 
sion has considerably increased. 


The role of the Regional Commission here needs to be placed in proper per- 
spective if we are to gain from the econimic and social arm of the UN system 
Clearly ESCAP needs to be strengthened in terms of both regular and extra bud- 
getary resources. It is a pity that tradition and past practices have placed 
its recipt from regular budget at an unusually low level. This certainly does 
not reflect rational deployment of resources for the welfare of man. But we 
should beel gratified at the level of extra budgetary support even in a year 
of resource squeeze. This also reflects a sense of partnership among its men- 
bers which gives the balance that ESCAP approach always enshrines. 


What I notice to be the most pleasant element is the atmosphere of harmony and 
co-operation--between nations and between delegations and between agencies. 

It is this atmosphere and the vastness of the problems of the region that must 
have prompted the Executive Secretary to suggest an Asian Summit. There is 
also the fact that regional co-operation did not catch our imagination until 
recently. However the spirit of co-operation and harmony gives us hopes--the 
optimism that sustains people in distress. I believe I shall echo the senti- 
ments of all the delegates, even those who had to leave early when I say that 
we return home with renewed confidence in our co-operative ability looking 
forward to better days in the not too distant a horizon, clinging at the 
slightest straw that there is for staying afloat and fully enthused to march 
towards prosperity and better quality of life. 


CSO: 4600/1241 
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BANGLADESH 


FINANCE MINISTER MEETS PRESS AFTER ADB MEETING 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 May 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bangladesh made a strong plea for inclusion of Peoples Republic of China 
in the Asian Development. Bank (ADB) Minister for Finance and Planning Mr. A. 
M. A. Muhith said in Dhaka on Sunday reports BSS. 


The Minister who led a four member delegation to the just concluded 16th 
annual meeting of the Board of Governors of the ADB at its Manila Headquarters 
told newsment on his return to Dhaka Bangladesh believed that in the process 


of Bank's effort to become a development resource centre it must encompass the 
whole region. 


In the effort Mr. Muhith said the most populous nation with rich development 


experience that is the Peoples Republic of China must not remain outside its 
fold. 


Mr Muhith said besides Bangladesh Nepal Pakistan and The Philippines also 
pleaded for China s entry to the bank without delay. 


The Minister said that the Bank's President Mr. Masao Fujioka assured the 
meeting that the Board of Governors would examine the issue. 


The two-day meeting Mr. Muhith said discussed the whole range of Bank's lend- 
ing and other operational activities. 


Mr. Muhith said that in the meeting the Bank was congratulated for successful 
negotiation of the third replenishment of Asian Development Fund amounting to 
3.2 billion dollars for the period of 1983-86. 


He said that the Bank was also commended for funds committed by the donor 
countries undertaking its lending operations. 


The Minister said that ADB President assured the meeting that there would be 
15 per cent increase in the different types of lending operations of the Bank 
during the next four years. 


Mr. Muhith said that meeting also discussed the borrowing right of India from 
the Bank 
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BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN MINISTER HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE IN JIDDAH 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 May 83 pp l, 8 
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BANGLADESH 


DHAKA ROLE IN SEA LAW RATIFICATION TOLD 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 May 83 pp 1, 8 
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BANGLADESH 


ENA TOLD 'NO PLAN TO FRAME NEW CONSTITUTION’ 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 22 May 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] ‘he present government has no plan to frame a new constitution. The 
suspended constitution may be amended if such an amendment is considered 
necessary in the interest of the people. 


This was stated here yesterday by the Minister for Local Government and Rural 
Development, Mr Mahbubur Rahman, in an exclusive interview with ENA. 


Quoting the CMLA Lt General H M Ershad, the Minister said only such constitu- 
tional amendments as would articulate the will and aspirations of the people 
would be brought in at the time of restoring the suspended constitution. 


He said the government would doubtlessly seek people's endorsement on any such 
constitutional amendment. The CMLA has made that unmistakably clear during 
his parleys with the enlightened section of the people including the 
politicians. 


Explaining General Ersahd's political philosophy, Mr Mahbubur Rahman stated 
the CMLA wants a constitution consistent with the requirements of the people 
instead of those of a parry, person or group of persons. It should reflect 
the will of the people, protect and preserve their interests. He does not 
believe in having a constitution designed to concentrate absolute power in one 
hand. Nor is he in favour of a constitution or mechanism for perpetuating 
power of party or a person. 


Mr. Mahbubur Rahman said General Ershad had already indicated, his administra- 
tion stood for unitary presidential system with a responsible parliament. 

Such a dispensation will eventually result. in a happy blend of the presiden- 
tial and parliamentary forms of government, he added. 


In reply to a question concerning elections to local bodies Mr. Mahbubur 
Rahman said preparations are heing made to hold election to union and thana 
parishads sometime toward the close of the current year or early next year. 
Once the decision is taken in this regard, Election Commission will require at 
least six months to finalise the arrangements for holding the election. The 
Election Commission has made it clear it is not physically possible to hold 
elections to union and thana parishads simultaneously. Therefore elections to 
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thana parishads will follow those of the union parishads. In any case the ad- 
ministration will make all possible efforts to complete elections to union and 
thana parishads by March next. Zilla parishad will follow the suit. The min- 
ister stated the government will soon legislate necessary laws and rules to 
expedite the holding of elections to these local bodies. 
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BANGLADESH 


THREE FACTIONS OF MUSLIM LEAGUE REPORTED TO MERGE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15 May 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Mr. Tofazzal Ali has been elected Chairman of the three member presid- 
ium of Bangladesh Muslim League formed on Saturday merging three factions of 
the party. The three factions are Muslim League (Sabur). Gano Muslim League 
and Muslim Leage T. Ali group. 


The other two members of the presidium are Quazi Abdul Quader of ML (Sabur 
group) and Mr. Shamsul Huda of Gano Muslim League. 


Mr. M. A. Matin Chief of ML (Sabur) has been elected General Secretary of the 
new Muslim League Besides a 35 member Supreme Council of the party has been 
elected in the joint workers’ meeting of the three factions at Engineers 
Institute on Saturday. 


Earlier, a joint meeting of the Executive Committee of the three factions was 
held at the residence of late Khan A. Sabur at Dhanmondi 


It may be mentioned here that there was a move to unify all the factions of 
the Muslim League. In an earlier meeting Bangladesh Muslim League was claimed 
to have been formed merging all the factions headed by Justice B. A. Siddiqui 
Mrs. Razia Fayez was elected General Secretary of that faction. But the 
leaders of the three groups disowned that Muslim League as united one and 
formed the new committee on Saturday. 


The other office bearers of the Bangladesh Muslim League are: Joint Secretary 
General--Mr. Ataul Huq Khan and Quazi Aulad Hussain. Organising Secretary-~Mr. 
Jamir Ali. Publicity Secretary—Redwanul Bari Secretary Finance--Choudhury 
Mohammed Hussain, Secretary Law and International Affairs--A. K. Fazlul Huq 
Choudhury Secretary Labour Affairs—Kazi Abul Khair, Secretary Youth Affairs-- 
Khandakar A. Quayum and Secretary Women Affairs-—-Begum Khalida Habib. 


CSO: 4600/1254 
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OPPOSITION ASKS CONGENIAL CLIMATE FOR DIALOGUE 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 20 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Twentyeight leaders of the 
1$-party alliance ia a joint state- 
ment yesterday called upon the 
government to create a congenial 
climate for holdiag political dia- 
logue aad reiterated its 11-poiat 
demasd for creating such ao 
atmosphere io the country. = 

Ths statement ssid: Follo- 


wig the mid-February incident 


the Chief Martial Law Adminis- 
trator had proposed for holding 
dialogee With the political parti- 
es to resolve the existing 
politico-consti tutional Crisis 
and also sanounced for creatiag 
a favourable political climate 
to this ead. But the  alii- 
aoce observed that | instead of 
taking any step regarding this, 
the government saddenly held 


dialogue with two to three 


political perties and approached 
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some parties of the alliance to 


hold dialogue separately. They 
also maintained that without 
creating aoy favourable atmos- 
phere the dislogue wiil not be s 


called upon the government to 
hold dialogue with the 15 parties 
of the alliance at a time instead 
of holding dialogue separately. 
The statement also said that 
there is no difference of 
Opinion among them regarding 
withdrawal of Martial Law, 
restoration of democracy and 
election for establishing a 
sovereigo parliament. 

They also called upon the 
political parties to create 
more understanding among the 
political parties, on the above 
questions. 
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BANGLADESH 


ALLIANCE CALLS FOR JUST SOLUTION OF FARAKKA PROBLEM 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 17 May 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The 15-party alliance in a statement yesterday said that the unaccom- 
modating attitude of India towards a settlement of the sharing of the Ganges 
waters was injurious for good neighbourly relations between the two countries. 


"The alliance observes with concern that India is not releasing waters as 
agreed upon with Bangladesh and also not taking any reasonable stand [on] the 
issue," the statement said. 


The statement said, as a result of withdrawal of waters by India the flow in 

the Padma had abnormally decreased and the water level had fallen inflicting 

untold sufferings on the people of the nothern districts of the country. Co- 
sequently, it had become impossible for the people of those areas to meet the 
minimum requirement cf water for cultivation and other purposes. 


The alliance cailed upon the government to take steps for peaceful and just 
solution of tne Farakka problem. 


Scrap Treaties 


Speake)'s at a meeting said that no development programme would work in the 
country until the Farakka issue was resolved with India. 


They were speaking at a discussion meeting organised by 'Farakka-O-Simanta 
Hamla Protirodh Committee’ in observance of historic Farakka Day at Mahbub Ali 
Institute in Dhaka yesterday. 


Presided over by Mrs Amena Begum the meeting was addressed by Oli Ahad of 
Democratic League, Abu Naser Khan Bhasani, NAP (Bhasani), A.S.M. Sulaiman of 
Krishak Sramik Party and Akhtarul Alam, a journalist. 


Mrs Amena Begum in her presidential speech said public opinion should be 
mobilised to press hard the government to solve all outstanding issues includ- 
ing Farakka only but also with seven other barrages being built by the Indian 
Government at seven rivers inside India”. 


Oli Ahad in his speech called upon all democratic forces to be united for 
launching a movement to obtain legal share of Ganges water. 














Inclusion of Nepal 


The meeting in a resolution demanded inclusion of Nepal in the talks on shar- 
ing water between India and Bangladesh. 


The meeting demanded annulm of ail unequal agreements between Dhaka and Delhi 
signed so far. 


In another resolution, the meeting called upon all democratic and patriotic 

forces to observe ‘Farakka Resistance Day" on June 1. The programme for the 
day includes movement for boycott of Indian goods and end of all trade with 

India. 


The meeting criticised the past and the present governments of Bangladesh for 
their policy of capitulation towards India. 


It also vowed to realise proper share of Ganges water through international 
for a 


Munajat Day 


A general meeting of the Farakka Action Committee was held yesterday on the 
occassion of Farakka Day under the chairmanship of Mr. Azad Sultan. 


Prof. M.A. Wahid, Dr. Abdur Rashid, Mr. Babul Hossain, Dr. K. Ali Khan, 
Maulana Abdullahel Baki, Mr Abdus Salam Howladar, Mr. Lutful Alam Mallik and 
Mr Delwar Bin Rashid spoke at the meeting. 


The meeting recalled the significance of the day and contribution of Maulana 
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani in organising Farakka March. 


The meeting extended full support to the programme of May 20 declared by 
Farakka Action Committee and urged all to observe the day by offering munajat 
after Juma prayer throughout the country. 


Meanwhile Bangladesh Quran and Sunna Prachar Samity, East Bhandaria Central 
Jame Masjid, in a statement extended their support to the programme of Farakka 
Action Committee. 


In another statement Advocate Gharib Newaz and Sayed Mahboob Hossain, Chairman 
and General Secretary respectively of Bangladesh People's League urged the 
government to take up counter measures against Farakka Dam as suggested 
earlier by local and foreign experts to save the economy of the country. 
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COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY APPOINTED 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 May 83 p 1 
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PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER REPORTS ON HELSINKI MEETING 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 May 83 p 8 


{Text} 


CSO: 


Minister for Works Major 
General Abdul Mannan Siddiqui 
returned here yesterday after 
attending the sixth session of the 
Commission on Human Settle- 
ment in Helsinki, Finland, re- 
ports BSS. — ; 

The Minister led a three- 
member Bangladesh delegation 
to the session. 


The Bangladesh delegates 
actively participated both in the 
plenary as well as the Committee 
meetings of the session. The 
viewpoints put across by them 
received appreciation of other 
participants and were taken note 
of for further action. 


General Siddiqui addressed 
the session on May 25, the 
opening day of the session high- 
lighting the human settlement 
problems in Bangladesh and 
the various plans and policies 


adopted by the Government to 
resolve these problems in the 
light of the recommendations of 
the United Nation Commission 
on Human Settlement. 


He said that the Govern- 
ment ef Bangladesh had_ given 
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maximum importance to the 
human settlements planning for 
improving the living conditions 
and the quality of life of the 
people in the rural areas of 
Bangladesh through decentrali- 
sation of the administration at 
the thana level. 


On the first day of the 


_ plenary session, Bangladesh was 


elected unanimously, rapporteur 


by the members of the Commission. 


Mr. Amir Mondol, Chief Engi- 
neer, Housing and Settlement 
who was a member of the 
Bangladesh delegation acted as 
the rapporteur throughout the 
session. The office of the rap- 
porteur in the bureau was the 
only position vacant for the 
Asian states. 


Duriug the sessiog the Works 
Minister also presided over the 
meeting of the member states of 
the Group of 77 on two occa- 
sions and moved in the session 
on behalf of the Group. Two 
resolutions relating to interna- 
tional ‘‘year of shelter for the 
homeless” and ‘“‘land for human 
settlement’’ which were adopted 
in the plenary session. 
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COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE PUBLIC CORPORATIONS ESTABLISHED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 May 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator has appointed six-member Martial 
Law Committee with Brigadier Enamul Huq Khan as Chairman to examine organisa- 
tional set up of the public - statutory corporations (autonomous and semi- 
autonomous bodies) and allied organisations, reports BSS. 


The other members of the Committee are Mr Gaqsood Ahmed Chowdhury Joint Secre- 
tary O and M Wing Establishment Division Lieutenant Colonel Kh. Nurul Haque 
psc Lieutenant Colonel AKM Abdur Rashid psc Major ABM Ruhul Amin Siddik Deputy 
Secretary Establishment Division and Mr S.K. DAS Deputy Secretary Establish- 
ment Division (Member-Secretary). 

The terms of reference of the Committee are as follows:-- 


(A) To examine the organisational structure in relation to the aims and ob- 
jectives of the organisations as setforth in the statue other documents. 


(B) To review revies the charter of duties of the functionaries of the or- 
ganisation from the basic level officers upwards. 


(C) To examine the staffing pattern of the organisations i.e. sanctioned vis- 
a-vis existing manpower in relation to the actual requirements. 


(D) To review the workload target of production achievements and financial 
position with reference to source of finance, expenditure debt servicing etc. 


(E) To review holding and requirement of transport accommodation major office 
equipments and other operational equipments. 


(F) To record observations on management problems administrative inefficiency 
irregularities including financi:* aspects and recommend remedial measures. 


(G) To rationalise organisational structure and to lay down functions. 


One senior officer of the organisation concerned will act as iiaison officer 
and remain attached with the Committee so long as the Committee requires him. 
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The Chairman of the Committee may co-opt any officer from any organisation as 
and when necessary. 


The Committee may visit any organisation on requirement basis. 


All organisations have been directed to submit and make available required 
documents papers information and to afford necessary assistance to the Commit- 
tee in tne form oand by the time as required by the Committee. Heads of the 
organisations will ensure submission of correct reports/information to the 
Committee. 


The Committee shall submit its report with recommendations by September 30 
1983. 
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REPORT SHOWS BRAKE ON COST OF LIVING INCREASES 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 23 May 83 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Hassan Abul Quashem] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The cost of living of the 
middle class people has registered 
es increase by 6.43 per cent 
daring ‘the first sine months 
(July-March) of the current 
fisancial year compared to ao 
increase of 14.24 per cent during 
the corresponding period of the 


last year. 

Accordingto an official 
estimate, the average cost of 
liyimg index cf the middle 


class people of Dhaka rose 
by 7.73 per cent to Tk. 327.46 
in March 1983 from Tk. 303.97 
in .March last year compared 
to rise Of 20.05 percent during 
the «previous corresponding 
period. The estimate, bowever, 
was taken by coosidering 
1973-% as the base year. 

The increase of price for 
food, feel and fighting, housing 


and howsobold requisites, clothiog 


and footwear and other miscel- 
tapeous groups coniribated to the 


rise in the general cost of living 


index during the period under 
review. 

Despite government's tight moo 
etary cootrol, the increase in the 
cost of living was duc mainly to 
increase in tbe prices of fuel 
and lighting by 8.31 per cent, 
housing #od bousebold requisites 
by 11,06 per cent, clothing and 
footwear by 7.91 per ceat, misce- 


4600 /1 266 


Napegas group by 8.55 per cent 
and-above ali due to the increase 
in food prices by 3.86 per cent 
during the first nine months of 
1982-83. During the correspon- 
ding period of last year, the 
prices of food iocreased by 
17.30 per cect, feel and 
lighting by 31.99 per cent, 
housing aod household requisites 
by 6.59. percent, clothing and 
footwear by 12.24 per cent 
and miscellaneous group by 8.51 
per cent. ‘ 

The prices of ibe preceding 
years coatinued to pul pressure 
op the price Jevel during the 
current fioancial year as well, 
compared to the rate of increase 


‘of 14.24 per cent in the averages 


general cost of liviog- for the 
middie class ‘people of Dhaks, 
the rate of increase during the 
. corresponding period of 1980-81 
wes 11.17 per cent --over thp 
preceding year. At present 
government monitors . cost of 
living at Nerayengoo), Khulos 
aod Chittagong. 


supply-during the last ~ few years 
have hed .28 adverse efféct on 


‘ghe current yoar’s price sitgation. 


The moncy supply was -increa- 


81, it wad informatics declared 


7h 


-end registered «4 
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- Degative 
growth of the extent Of 4) 5 
“percent. The following’ sears. 
(1981-82). The rate of - increase 
is the cost of living however, 
showed 8 sort of restraint 
due -to the goveroment’s tight 
‘Monetary: messuresto contain 
the inflationary tendencies of the 
economy. 

With a view to curbing 
the inflationary pressure dur- 
ing the current vear, the 
mooctary and credit limits, 
though ia some cases relaxed to 
some extent, were mainly kept 
under control withio the purview 
of the monetary policy of the 
Government. On the other haad 
the Government has been pursu- 
ing policy to avoid deficit ion the 
overall fiscal operations of the 
Government and followed the 
path of mvintaining a state of 
balance in government revenue 
and expenditure, according to an 
official. 

Regarding credit, the govera- 
‘meat restriction on credit: expan- 
sion has had also serious bearing 
on the economic activities, says an 


expert. He also maintains that due 


to gcverament’s tight monetary 
measures people have lost purch- 
asing power aod production in 


sed ‘about 36 per cent during 1980- the industrial sector has decliced. 











YEAR-END ECONOMIC REVIEW SHOWS CRITICAL LAGS 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 7 May 83 p 8 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The yrar-end economic 
review i, 1952-83 shows cri- 
tical las in performance in 
terms uff promises made at 


the beginning of the year. 


And here are some available 
statistics, reflecting wide 
cleavages between the pro- 
jected scenario and the ac- 
tual economic operations. 


As against the original 


iseofa 6.4 t 
growth in GDP in 1582-83, 
the actual growth in GDP 
would be around only 3.8 
percent. 


The growth in industrial 


output in 1982-83 would be 
only 0-8 percent against 
the original projection of 5.5 

t and that of in agric- 
ultural output at five percent 
— the original estimate 
of 7.9 percent. 

‘The foodgrain product- 
ion according to revised 
estimate made prior to the 
recent losses due to hails- 
torm, would be around 151 
lakh tons, as against the 
original projection at over 
160 lakh tons. 

The imports in 1982-83 
would be around Tk one 
billion less than the avezage 
level during the preceding 
two years. 
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The outstanding credits 
by nationalized commercial 
banks stood at the level of 
31,.°83 as against Tk. 40.94 
billion on March 31, °82, 
registering an increase of 
about one billion taka 
during the year under 
review. 

The outstanding credits 
of NCBs, to mention here, 


expanded by 12.48 pillion 


during the corresponding 


period of the ing year. 

The shortfall in agricul- 
tural credit disbursements 
has been more pronounced 
this year. 

As against the target of 
7.82 billion takas, the credit 
disbursements in the farm 
sector till March 31, ’83 
could not be maintained 
even at half the yearly 


The performance under 
Annual Development Pro- 
gram has neither been pro- 
mising anyway despite the 
claims eat the year, 
beginaing about qualitative 
change in development pro- 
gramming to make an im- 
pact on the productive pot- 
entials of the economy. 

The recent reviews by 
the National Economic 
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Council of development 
activities by different min- 
istcies and bodies under the 
current year’s ADP have 
shown the persistent «of 
chronic lags in real achieve- 
ment of physical progress 
as much as in utilization of 
the available funds. 

It is to be recalled here 
that the committee on ra- 
tionalisation of ADP for 
1982-83 recommended for 
completion of 156 on-going 
development projects in 
different key sectors of the 
economy during the year. 
It is not known for certain 
at the moment as to how 
many of such projects would 
be completed at the turn of 
the new iscal 1984. But a 
realistic assessment suggests 
thata gooc many of the 
targetted projects as such 
would continue to maintain 
their lingering ‘on-going 
character’ in the upcoming 
year. 

The only redeeming fea- 
ture of the overall econo- 
mic performance during the 
current year has been the 
maintenance of the limits op 
inflation at around twelve 
percent. But this has largely 
been due to depressed de- 
mand conditions. 
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PANEL REVIEWS INDUSTRIAL POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 May 83 p 1 
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BRIEFS 


SWISS AID GRANT--The Swiss Government has provided to Bangladesh about Taka 73 
lakh for implementation of special public works programme in eight thanas of 
four districts of the country, says a PID handout. A cheque for the amount 
was presented to the Secretary Local Government Division, by the Development 
Attache of the Swiss Embassy in Dhaka, Dr. Hermann Escher, on behalf of his 
Government on Thursday. The special works programme is being materialised in 
the districts of Dhaka, Sylhet, Jessore and Rajshahi with Swiss assistance. 

It aims at improving the rural infrastructure like road, irrigation, drainage, 
markets, fish tanks etc. [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 May 83 
p 1) 


SOVIET OIL CONTRACT--The Soviet Union will provide Bangladesh with 40,000 tons 
of HSD (high speed diesel during the current calendar year a BPC Press release 
said on Monday, reports BSS. A contract in this regard has been signed be- 
tween Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) and Soiuznefteexport Moscow for 
the supply of the petroelum product during the second half of the current 
year. The purchase will be financed under Bangladesh-USSR Barter Protocol 
No--12. [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 May 83 p 1] 


TOAHA ON BAIL--Mohammad Toaha, chairman of Samyabadi Dal, was released on bail 
yesterday from Dhaka Central Jail. Mr Toaha is suffering from heart disease 
and diabetes, and was under treatment at the central jail extension in the 
P.G. hospital. He was brought to Dhaka from Comilla jail recently. Mr Toaha 
was arrested in February following the student-police clashes and was put 
under detention. [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 20 May 83 p 1] 


SHEIKH HASINA'S DEMANDS--ISHURDI, May 19--Sheikh Hasina, President of Bangla- 
desh Awami League, addressed a largely attended Awami Leagu®s workers confer- 
ence at Ishurdi at 11 am at a local cinema hall. When she reached Ishurdi 
airport she was accorded a warm reception by all sections of people. Sheikh 
Hasina advised the workers to be united to launch a movement for restoration 
of democracy, transfer of power to the people's representatives as. per '72 
constitution and for impartial judicial proble into the incidents of February 
14 and 15. She also demanded release of all detenus and withdrawal of pro- 
posed education policy. The conference was also addressed by the central 
Awami League leaders Barrister Amirul Islam and Mr Mohammad Hashim. [Dhaka 
THE NEW NATION in English 20 May 83 p 1] 














ADB LOAN GRANTED--MANILA, May 20--The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved 
157.4 million dollars in special assistance for Bangladesh the Philippines and 
Indonesia the bank said, reports Reuter. Bangladesh will get 32 million dol- 
lars aid including a 17 million dlrs 40-year supplemental loan at service 
charge of 1 per cent. The Philippines will get 73.4 million dirs in the form 
of a supplemental loan of 26.7 million plus 45.7 million from savings under 
existing loans, and one million from loan savings due to reduction in scope of 
one project. The ADB also approved a 52 million dirs 25-year loan for an ir- 
rigation project in Indonesia at 11 per cent with seven years' grace. [Dhaka 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 May 83 p 1] 


NEWSPRINT TO INDIA--NEW DELHI, May 20--Bangladesh and India today concluded an 
agreement for immediate supply of 5000 metric tonnes of newsprint by Bangla- 
desh; reports BSS. Fruitful discussions were also held between two sides for 
supply of another fifteen to twenty thousand metric tonnes of newsprint to 
India by March next year. A team from Bangladesh held negotiations with the 
Indian side for last few days here for the conclusion of the agreement. 

[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 21 May 83 p 1] 


TRADE WITH TURKEY--President of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
Mr. M S Islam and President of Turkish Union of Chambers of Commerce and in- 
dustries have signed an agreement in Turkey for wider cooperation between the 
two chambers, reports BSS. The agreement signed on May 13 provides for wider 
scopes for cooperation between the two chambers to mutual advantage which 
would help increase trade and economic relations between Bangladesh and Tur- 
key. During the visit Mr. Islam called on the Turkish Prime Minister Mr. 
Bulend Ulusu, the Minister for Commerce Mr. Kemal Canturk and State Minister 
for External Finance Mr. Sermik Refik Pasin. He discussed with them the op- 
portunities offered by Bangladesh Government for foreign investment and the 
facilities provided by the EPZ in Chittagong. Mr. Islam had gone to Turkey to 
receive the gold mercury international ad personnam award. [Dhaka THE NEW 
NATION in English 24 May 83 p 8] 


TIES WITH VANUATU--Bangladesh and the Republic of Vanuatu have decided to es- 
tablish diplomatic relations at the ambassadorial level with effect from to- 

day (Tuesday) a Foreign Office announcement said, reports BSS Bangladesh will 
maintain diplomatic relations with Vanuatu through concurrent accreditation of 


one of its ambassadors from a nearby resident mission. [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 10 May 83 p 1] 


ENVOY TO UAE--The Government has decided to appoint Mr A. S. M. Khairul Anam 
at present Director-General in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Ambassador 
of Bangladesh to the United Arab Emirates reports BSS. Born on December 9 
1941 Mr Anam obtained M.A. degree in contemporary histroy from the University 
of Dhaka in 1960 He joined erstwhile Pakistan foreign Service in 1965 and 
held diplomatic assignments in the Embassy in Moscow and Brussels front 1968 
to 1970. He served as Director in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the 
period from 1972 to 1973. Mr Anam was first Secretary Counsellor in the En- 
bassy of Bangladesh Brussels and Teheran from April 1973 to July 1979. Before 
his current assignment as Director-General Mr. Anam was holding the post of 
chief of protocol in the Minsjtry from 1979 to 1982. He is married and has 
three children [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 May 83 p 1] 
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PAPER REPORTS MERGER OF JSSS-JUBA SANGHATI--Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Shechchya 
Seva, Sangathan merged with Natun Juba Bangla Sanghati. Announcing the merger 
decision the Convenor of Shechchya Sevak Sangathan Mr Azizul Haq Kanchan in a 
press conference yesterday said the decision was taken in view of the growing 
frustration among the leaders and workers of his organisation resulted from 
the internal conflict in the basic leadership of BNP. He said his party had 
no difference with the programmes of Juba Sanghati for materialising Bangla- 
deshi nationalism. The programmes as he stated, were disbanding of students, 
workers, and administrative politics, keeping of armed forces above all poli- 
tics and to introduce a democratic system so that Martial Law in future is not 
repeated. Two joint convenors of the organisation Khondakar Mustaq Ahmed and 


Mr. Manawar Chowdhury and Mr. Anisuzzaman Khakon, a former MP were also pres- 


ent in the press conference. [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 May 83 pp 
1, 8] 


TIES WITH ST LUCIA--Bangladesh and Saint Lucia have decided to establish 
diplomatic relations at the level of ambassadors as of May 12 1983 reports 
BSS. The Government has also decided to concurrently accredit Major-General 
(Retd) K. M. Safiullah at present Bangldesh High Commissioner to Saint Lucia 
with residence in Ottawa [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 May 83 
p 1) 


ENVOYS TO SUDAN, UGANDA--The Government has decided to concurrently accredit 
Mr. Hedayat Ahmed at present Bangladesh Ambassador to Egypt as Ambassador to 
the Democratic Republic of Sudan reports BSS. The Government has decided to 
concurrently accredit Mr A.B.M. Golam Kibria, at present High Commissioner of 


Bangladesh to Kenya as High Commissioner to the Republic of Uganda. [Dhaka 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 8 May ‘83 p 3] 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTAN-JAPAN RELATIONS REVIEWED 
GF191212 Karachi DAWN in English 17 Jul 83 p 11 
[Editorial: "Pakistan-Japan Ties"] 


[Text] President Ziaul Haq's six-day visit to Tokyo should go a long way 
towards reinforcing Pakistan-Japanese ties. Although the two countries 
have forged a close political and economic relationship over the years, 
they have not promoted frequent exchange of visits at the highest level. 
President Zia is going to Tokyo 23 years after President Ayub Khan 

visited that capital in 1960. It is to be hoped that a new trend will be 
established now. In that context, the announcement that Prime Minister 
Nakasone is to pay a visit to Islamabad in January 1984 will be generally 
welcomed. Such visits wil help firm up ties between the two countries 
and create a rapport between their leaders. The importance of close 
political ties between Pakistan and Japan cannot be overemphasised. 
Tokyo's standing in the Asian-Pacific region and its emergence as an 
economic power in the post-war period have given it considerable weight in 
international politics. The position the Japanese Government has adopted 
on the question of Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan is of great signifi- 
cance and the support it has extended to Pakistan on this issue has helped 
strengthen Islamabad's hand in its quest for a political settlement in 
South-West Asia based on the four principles formulated by the UN and the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference. Japanese aid for the Afghan refugees, 
which has amounted to 30 million dollars, has also been indicative of 
Tokyo's deep commitment to the humanitarian as well as the political aspect 
of the issue. Hence Afghanistan will obviously be the major subject to 
come up for discussion at the two rounds of talks President Zia will have 
with Prime Minister Nakasone. Other topics to be discussed include the 
Middle East, Iran-Iraq war, the Indian Ocean and East-West relations. The 
two countries are known to hold similar views on these issues but further 
talks will help them coordinate their stands and cooperate in inter- 
national forums. 


Economic cooperation has been central to Pakistan-Japan ties and President 
Zia's discussions in Tokyo are expected to focus mainly on economic rela- 
tions. This cooperation has taken the form of Japanese project loans, 
commodity credits, grants-in-aid and debt rescheduling. Having provided 
over a billion dollars in aid to Pakistan since 1961, Japan has emerged as 
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one of Islamabad's major aid donors. Its assistance has been mainly 
directed towards building up the economic and social infrastructure of the 
country. Communications and power sectors as well as social welfare pro- 
jects have been the major beneficiaries of Japanese aid. Although Japan 
has been generous in respect of the terms on which loans have been extended, 
there is scope for liberalising these terms even further. At present 
Japanese loans bear an interest of 2.75 per cent and are repayable over 30 
years. Some countries are extending interest-free loans or credits with a 
nominal service charge of 0.75 per cent which are repayable over 50 years. 
Another area where more needs to be done is trade. Japan is Pakistan's 
major trading partner but there is a serious imbalance in their bilateral 
trade which tilts heavily in favour of Japan. At present Japan's annual 
imports from Pakistan total barely 200 million dollars when its exports are 
worth 900 million dollars. This gap has been growing over the years and 
needs to be narrowed down as far as possible. Investment is yet another 
area where Pakistan and Japan could promote greater cooperation. Japanese 
investment in Pakistan appears to be insignificant if it is kept in mind 
that it is a major exporter of capital. President Zia's visit should 
provide the leaders of the two countries the opportunity to take up these 
issues. The joint commission which is expected to be set up will facilitate 
further cooperation and help the two governments sort out the issues which 
could hamper the development of closer economic relations between the two 
countries. 
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CANADIAN AID ASSURANCE WELCOMED 


Karachi DAWN in English 10 Jul 83 p 13 


[Editorial: 
[Text ] 


THE Canadian Deputy Prime 
Minister’s three-day visit to 
Pakistan has reaffirmed the 
friendly ties which exist bet- 
ween the two countries. The 
similarity of views on im- 
portamt issues. of world-wide 
concern between Canada and 
Pakistan’ was clearly brought 
out last December when Presi- 
dent Zia-ul-Haq conferred with, 
Canadian leaders in Ottawa. 
Now Mr MacEachen’s- state- 
ments in Islamabad have con-, 
firmed that the two Govern- 
ments continue to share a com- 
mon perception of the develop- 
ments in Afghanistan and the 
need for a political settlement 
there. Canada stands for the 
witndrawal of Soviet forces 
fron Afghanistan and the re- 
turn of the refugees to their 
homeland. Its commitment to a 
political solution of the crisis is 
very clear and the Deputy 
Prime Minister categorically 
called for the continuation of 
the UN-sponsored indirect 
talks on Afghanistan. Canadian 
support on this issue is 
welcome because it will 
strengthen the Government’s 
position in dealing with the 
question of a political settle 
ment of the Afghan problem. 
Moreover, Canada’s expression 
of support has been translated 


"Pakistan and Canada"™] 


into tangible action and Ottawa 
has provided generous assis- 
tance for the Afghan refugees. 
This aid now totals 56 million 
Canadia:. dollars. Canada’s 
favourable stand on Pakistan’s 
re-entry into the Common- 
wealth is also very significant. 
Although political ties are 
important, economic coopera- 
tion has been central to 
Pakistan-Canada ties for de- 
cades. Since the fifties, Canada 
has been giving grants and cre- 
dits to Pakistan which now total 
over 900 million Canadian dol- 
lars, nearly a third of it being 
grant-in-aid. Even the credits 
are on very liberal terms, being 
interest-free and with a 50-year 
repayment period. It is signifi- 
cant that Canadian assistance 
has been mainly designed to 
promote development in the 
energy sector. The Warsak 
hydel project and KANUPP are 
two major projects. to have 


been set up with ’Canadian’ 
help. What. has, -however, be 


come discefnible as forming an- 
unhappy chapter in Canada, 
Pakistan relations was Otta- 
wa’s unilateral decision to 
call off the nuclear cooperation 
programme with Islamabad in 
1976. Although this question 
was discussed during Mr 
MacEachen’s visit, no change 
has taken place in the Cana- 
dian position znd nuclear coop- 
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eration between the _ two 
countries is not to be revived. 
This is regrettable. Canada’s 
decision to halt the supply of 
nuclear fuel. spare parts and 
technical services for KANUPP 
was not based on sound consi- 


‘derations and was largely gov- 


erned by the position a number 
of Western Powers, especially 
the United States, adopted vis- 
a-vis Pakistan’s nuclear prog- 
The demand that 
Pakistan’s nuclear facilities be 
subjected to full-scope nuclear 
safeguards is quite discrimina- 
tory in view of the fact that 
other countries like India and 


_Israel have not been pressed 


into doing the same. India, 
which has exploded a nuclear 
device and has given no assur- 
ance of not doing it again, has 
continued to receive nuclear 
assistance from various West- 
ern Powers who have withheld 
low-cost nuclear technology 
from Pakistan, notwithstand- 
ing its assurances as to the non- 
mihtary nature of its nuclear 
programme. Canada’s decision 
not to revise its policy of 
nuclear cooperation will obvi- 
ously be received with regret 
here. 

The assurance of assistance 
in other areas will, however, go 











a jong way towards consolida- 
ting relations between Is- 
lamabad and Ottawa. Two ag- 
reements were signed in Is- 
lamabad on Thursday. One pro- 
vides for a 3.2-million Canadian 
dollar loan and 2 million Cana- 
dian dollar grant for oil and gas 
development in Pakistan. The 
other provides for a 5.5 million 
Canadian dollar grant for the 
accelerated immunisation 
programme of the Government 
of Pakistan. Canada has pro- 
mised assistance for the exploi- 
tation of copper from the 
Saindak mines in Baluchistan. 
It has also promised to support 
Pakistan’s case at the special 
meeting of the Aid-to-Pakistan 
consortium to be held in De- 
cember to consider Pakistan’s 
Sixth Five-Year Plan. It is to be 
hoped that the two Govern- 
ments will also look into their 
trade relations which are 
highly unfavourable to this 
country. It is a matter of con- 
cérn that the pap between their 
exports and imports has been 
growing quite rapidly. An effort 
to open up the Canadian 
market to Pakistani goods, 
especially value-added ma- 
nufac.ures, could introduce 
greater balance in Pakistan- 
Canada trade. Expansion of 
trade could have a more posi- 
tive impact on _ Pakistan’s 
economy than the enhance- 
ment of economic assistance. 
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NEW POLITICAL STRUCTURE: BODY SET UP TO EXAMINE REPORTS 


Karachi DAWN in English 11 Jul 83 p l 


{Text ] 


RAWALPINDI, July 10: 
The President has ap- 
pointed a 14-member com- 
mission to examine various 
reports received by him on 
the proposed form of 
government. 


The commission will consider 
these reports and the allied mat- 
ters and submit its recommenda- 
tions to the President by July 31. 

The commission is headed by 
Maulana Zafar Ahmed Ansari, a 
veteran leader of the Pakistan 
Movement, a prominent religious 
personality and a renowne. 
scholar. 

The commission consists of the 
following members: 1. Mr Justice 
Pir Karam Shah _ Al-Azhari, 
member, Shariat Appellate Bench, 
Supreme Court of Pakistan. 2. Mr 
Justice Maulana Taqi Usmani, 
member, Shariat Appellate Bench, 
Supreme Court of Pakistan. 3. Mr 
Justice (retd) Mohammad Afzal 
Cheema, former Chairman of the 
Council of Islaqic Ideology. 4. Haji 
Ghias Moham former At- 
forney General Pakistan. 5. 
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Maulana Mohammad Malik 
Kandhalvi, member of Maijlis-e- 
Shoora. 6. Maulana Moeenuddin 
Lakhvi, member of Maijlis-e- 
Shoora. 7. Allama Syed Mohammad 
Razi, member of Majlis-e-Shoora. 8. 
Begum Salma Tassadaq Hussain, 
member of Majlis-e-Shoora. 9. 
Mufti Mohammad Hussain 
Naeemi, member of Maijlise- 
Sbhoora. 10. Akhoonzada Bahrawar 
©-eed, member of Majlis-e-Shoora. 
11. Malik Mohammad Ramzan, 
member of Majlis-e-Shoora. 12. Dr 
A.W.J. Halepota, Director of Is 
lamic Studies and Research, Is- 


lamic University of Islamabad. 13. 
Dr Ziavddin, Deputy Governor, 
State Bank of Pakistan and 
member ofCouncil of Islamic Ideol. 
ogy. 14. Dr Muniruddin Chughtai of 
the Punjab University. 

The commission may co-opt any 
additional members if it so desires. 
The names cof these additional 
members will be announced as and 
when they are co-opted. 

The Pre_ ‘dent has also appointed 
the followmg honorary advisers to 
the commission: 1. Dr Hameedul- 
lah, a prominent Pakistani scholar 





working in the French Research In- 
stitute. 2. Dr Mohammad Asad, a 
well-known writer who translated 
the Holy Quran into English. 3. Mr 
Hussain Imam, a veteran Muslim 
League leader and an old associate 
of the Quaid-e-Azam. 

The following will be the whole- 
time associate members of the 
commission: 

1. Mr Mehdi Ali Khan, legal con- 
sultant to the Council of Islamic 
Ideology. 2. Prof. Mahmood Ahmed 
Ghazi of Islamic Research. Mr As- 
sadullah, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Law, will be the secretary of the 
commission. —APP 
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POLITICAL STRUCTURE: PRESERVING 1973 CONSTITUTION RECOMMENDED 
GF161505 Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 12 Jul 83 p 3 
[Editorial: "After the Commission, What Next?"] 


[Excerpts] President Ziaul Haq has appointed a 14-member commission in 
order to formulate the future form of government. The commission has been 
asked to submit its recommendations by 31 July. Four other committees had 
presented their reports earlier. 


There is no doubt that President Ziaul Haq has made all possible efforts 
to discuss the future form of government or changes in the political 
infrastructure with friends and organizations of his own choice, but it 
cannot be denied that these people would be considered his personal 
advisers. They do not enjoy the status of being the chosen representa- 
tives of the people or an elected organization. Therefore, the new setup 
proposed by the president which is to be presented on 14 August will still 
be considered his own individual proposal and will not have any direct link 
with the people or the people's chosen representatives. He will be con- 
fronted by the most difficult problem of winning over public support and 
acceptance for his planned setup, which will be the culmination of his 
efforts. 


If President Ziaul Haq wishes to gain public acceptance and the support of 
political parties for the political setup to be presented on 14 August, 

he will have to bear in mind that it should be within the framework of the 
1973 constitution. 


This constitution was accepted by all the political parties and elected 
representatives of federal units and if any radical changes are made that 
bear 1 -tle or no resemblance to the original, it will be tantamount to 
destroying of the constitution. Therefore, only the part which pertains to 
the powers of the president or the prime minister can be amended. Ideally, 
the 1973 constitution should remain untampered with and attempts should not 
be mace to dissolve the political parties. 


The individual candidates’ rights will, as a result, be jeopardized by the 
wealth of the landlords, feudals, tribal leaders and millionaires. No poor 
or middle class person will stand a chance. Such a person can only succeed 
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if he represents an organization or a political party, which is not possi- 
ble if the setup is based on the dissolution of all parties. On the other 
hand, members of an assembly from a cross section of society bereft of all 
national (?regulations) or an effective system of leadership and control 
on a national level will find themselves impotent before a bureaucratic 
setup and an army and will never be able to give the public their due 
preferential status. 
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GOVERNMENT WRONG TO THINK PEOiLE DO NOT WANT DEMOCRACY 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 28 May 83 p 3 


{Article by Irshad Ahmad Haqaani: "Proposed Announcement of Independence; 
Restoration of Independence Requires a PERT Chart"] 


[Text] The grievances about the haplessness and irresponsibility of our 
government are omnipresent, though things are a bit better in provincial 
capitals and other larger cities. The high officials cannot even imagine 
the extent of corruption being practiced in outlying districts and areas 
where economic conditions are already extremely bad. Be it the department of 
income tax or phone service or a court or a police station, if you want 
service you have to use the lever of power or wealth and not get it just 
because you are a member of a civilized society and hold rights as a citizen. 


This state of affairs is very painful and depressing and makes one wary of 
this government. Only the establishment of a responsible and stable govern- 
ment can eradicate this sad situation. Governments are always criticized but 
the present undemocratic government has been here so long that the situation 
is critical. We cannot argue with the statement of the government that if 
people are really fed up then why do not they come out in the streets. Such 
revolutions do not always happen. Sometimes it takes longer than usual for 
the hidden resentment to surface. This delay does not mean that resentment 
does not exist. Revolts against earlier regimes were not predicted, even 
weeks before they happened. There is always the proverbial straw that breaks 
the camel's back. When the saturation point is reached, no one can stop the 
revolution. Anyhow, open demonstrations by the masses are not the only way 
to measure a people's dissatisfaction with their government. History tells 
us that people voted against governments that were ruling peacefully. It is 
only here in Pakistan where a lack of demonstrations in the streets is 
considered the measure of a successful government and the satisfaction of the 
people with the regime. This is a cold-blooded statement and indicates 
selfishness and a total lack of sensitivity to people's problems. This type 
of thinking should be stopped and steps should be taken to establish 
responsible agencies to cure the ills that afflict the people. 


Another reason for ending martial law is the resentment felt by the younger 
generation, who are unjustly deprived of their right to participate in 








politics. The present government can reject this plea by saying that if 
these people were dissatisfied they would have demonstrated in the streets. 
The government should bear in mind that suppression of political rights 
always results in unsavory events. The whole history of Pakistan vouches 
for this fact. It does not support the present phitosophy that politics 

is for a few intellectuals and the remaining 90 to 95 percent of the people 
is concerned with getting enough food and a peaceful life. 


There is always a small minority that is knowledgeable, active and effective 
politically. But the masses are affected by them and their thoughts, 
directly or indirectly. The stories of disenchantment among the young people 
in our three states are fact, not fiction. People who are aware of the 
thinking of this group feel that a government based on force cannot satisfy 
these young people. The inherent unity of any society depends on its 
individual members' cooperation. Our government cannot be called realistic 
if it thinks that the new generation of Pakistan is not interested in a 
representative government, democracy, political rights and other such 

rights, especially after witnessing a revolution a few miles from our country 
in Iran and the establishment of a new type of political philosophy in 
another country just around the corner during the last quarter of this 
century. In Pakistan, where one state has a greater population than the 
combined populations of all other states in the country, democratic rule 

will be needed to foster a feeling of equality and a balance of power among 
the smaller states. The fact that the group has been in power here for so 
long does not support constitutional rights and is openly related to this 
larger state is bound to breed contempt and dissatisfaction. 


7997 
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PAST 6 YEARS OF ZIAUL HAQ REGIME DISCUSSED 
GF161408 Lahore JANG in Urdu 5 Jul 83 p 6 
(Editorial: "Six Years of the Regime of President Ziaul Haq"] 


[Text] Six years of Ziaul Haq's regime have been completed today. Any 
elected government serves for 4 years or 5 years at the most. The present 
martial law government has ruled, therefore, longer than ever an elected 
government. Even as far as the martial law governments go, the present one 
is the longest the country has known and it is not an available factor that 
in the brief history of our country the martial law government has run 
longer than any democratic or elected government. This period is sufficient 
for any government to put into practice its policies or plans. Of course, 
it is a fact that the present government--which came into power on the 
promise that it would not remain in power for more than 90 days--during 
this period of 6 years has made considerable progress in introducing 
Islamic system in the country. The most important steps that the present 
government has taken in this respect are the introduction of prayers in 
offices, alms, tithes, shara' courts, punishment by the lash as ordained 

by Islamic religion, and banking without interest. Nobody can deny these 
achievements. Another important step that this government has taken 
relates to the introduction of a system of elected municipal officials, 
which helps a great deal resolving local problems and if the next municipal 
elections are held on time, the current system will be further strengthened 
and this will be a good tradition. 


On the other hand, it is also a fact that corruption has increased and law 
and order in the country is on the decline. The present government, in 
spite of its good intentions and widescale martial law rule, cannot check 
the social evils and it cannot even control the speed with which these 
social evils are corroding the country. President Ziaul Haq has himself 
admitted that corruption in the country is growing. Our politicians 
attribute this corruption and breach of law and order to the incompetence 
of the present nonelected government. Unrest and uncertainty among the 
people is on the increase and only an elected government can deal with 
these social and political evils and find a way to resolve them. 


As far as the politicians are concerned, we believe that they too are 
responsible for the current state of affairs. A group of these very 











politicians raised the slogan first of "accountability" and then of elec- 
tion and thus let the present government, which came into power for only 
90 days, go back on its words. These very people were responsible for 
bringing disunity to the national unity and allowing the government to 
disregard its promise that it would not rule for more than 90 days. The 
politicians then started throwing mud at each other and people were so 
disgusted that they wanted to save themselves from these politicians. 

Even now our politicians are following the "dinner" and "drawing room" 
policy. They have no unity and no positive program. The topmost poli- 
ticians are away from the country on the pretext of medical treatment and 
those who are inside the couritry are about to leave the country. How then 
can people trust these politicians? It is not too late for our politicians 
to give up mud-slinging and think of some common political solution. This 
will raise their prestige among the people and the government might listen 
to them. If our politicians lose this opportunity, history will never 
forgive them. 


In any case, whether it is the mistakes of the politicians or positive 
steps taken by the present regime, neither of them can be a permit for a 
6-year-long martial law. A martial law regime is not only nonelected, 
nondemocratic and nonrepresentative, in the present-day advanced democratic 
era it could also be dubbed as nonrefined and nonpopular. It is a bitter 
experience of ours that in a similar situation our homeland was partitioned. 
We were disgraced throughout the world and our 90,000-strong soldiers laid 
down arms before an enemy. A lengthy martial law and an unelected govern- 
ment's rule for an unspecified period can bring unexpected and unseen 
dangers to the country. God forbid, if the country has to face again the 
experience of the martial law of the bygone days. 


The present situation in the country demands that the government, general 
public, politicians and the armed forces sit together and think out a posi- 
tive solution for the problem. It is a source of satisfaction that Presi- 
dent Ziaul Haq and his colleagues are not unaware of the unpleasant situa- 
tion. President Ziaul Haq has promised the country that he will announce 

a new political framework of the future setup in the country on 14 August, 
the independence day of Pakistan. Naturally, the people and politicians 
are restlessly waiting for that moment. We hope that this political 
infrastructure is based on the 1973 constitution because representatives 

of the nation have unanimously given their consent to that constitution. 

Of course, President Ziaul Haq is fully justified in completely satisfying 
himself by giving lega* ion to the Islamic system through his pro- 
posed new political inf. -ture so that no future government can go 
against the Islamic syst... In the meantime, to start any movement against 
the government before the announcement of the new system by President Ziaul 
Haq and without the knowledge of the features of the new political frame- 
work, would not only be against the interests of the country, but it might 
also take us away from democracy and elections. 


We pray and hope that an elected democratic government comes into force 
prior to next 5 July so that we may not have to celebrate the 7th anniver- 
sary of the martial law. We also pray that no martial law is clamped on us 
in the future because if we become incapable of getting rid of this recur- 
rent martial law and of strengthening the traditions of a democracy, then 
the next martial law will last longer than the present one and we all 

would be held responsible for it. 

















NDP, MRD NOT TO ACCEPT CONSTITUTION CHANGES 


Karachi DAWN in English 10 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


Mr. Abid Zuberi, Central Infor- 
mation Secretary of the defunct 
National Democratic Party (NDP), 
said in Karachi that the recommen- 
dations of the 30-member Constitu- 
tion Special Committee of the Fed- 
eral Council, published on Satur- 
day, throw some light on what the 
promised announcement on Aug. 
14 next could be with regard to the 
political framework. 

In a statement he said his party 
as well as the MRD would not sub- 
mit to any changes in the 1973 Con- 
stitution. “The people’s right to: 
self-governance and to frame rules 
and regulations for their way of life 
cannot be surrendered”, he 
emphasised. 

Mr. Zuberi asked the Shoora 
members to “desist from amending 
the Constitution and resign before 
Aug. 14” for, he pointed out, Islam 
does not envisage “a type of hand- 
picked Shoora”. 
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It is surprising the Shoora Con- 
stitution Committee admits that 
“human rights can, under no 
circumstances, be suspended in Is- 
lam”, yet they (members of the 
\Federal Council) “continue to be a 
\party to the suspension of human 
rights in the country”. 

Mr. Abid Zuberi made it clear 
that the problems of the 
“nationalities” cannot be solved by 
jamendments to the Political 
Parties Act of 1962. 

“Nationalities do exist in 
Pakistan. There are linguistic, 
cultural and ethnic entities, form- 
ing part of the bouquet of Pakistani 
nation and they should be en- 
couraged to develop their way of 
life to add colour within the 
framework of Pakistan”, he 
‘stressed. 
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PAKISTAN-IRAN TRADE: 


EXPANSION URGED 


PAKISTAN 


Karachi DAWN in English 10 Jul 83 Supplement pp I, IV 


[Article by M. B. Naqvi] 


[Text ] 


THE IRANIAN Ambas 
sados’s policy declaration, 
that his country wants to 
buy everything it needs 
from Pakistan and will buy 
that from others only 
Pakistan cannot supply, of- 
fers a great opportunity to 
this country’s trade and in- 
dustry. Although this is said 
to be the same formulation 
that is being used by Ira- 
nians in Turkey also, that 
should not detract anything 


from its importance. 

Indeed, the same policies toward 
Pakistan and Turkey do not conf.- 
lict with each other. Anyone can 
see that it is the continuation of the 
same perception of national in- 
terest n Tehran that earlier had gi- 
ven birth to the RCD, CENTO, and 
Saadabad Pact. This is, in fact, a 
guarantee that the policy is going 
to be stuck to. Whereby hangs all 
the opportunity we can seize now or 
in the near future when Iran begins 
its postwar reconstruction. 

It is pointless to enumerate the 
quantum of Iranian needs; 
everyone knows Iran is an oil- 
producing developing country that 
is unlikely to waste its resources in 
entirely useless consumption. And 
that when its reconstruction starts 
it is going to be a very substantial 
effort. 

Greater attention should, there- 
fore, be paid by our industry and 


from Pakistan side in the growth of 
the current trade; it cannot be said 
we are exploiting all the op- 
sortunities we do have in the cur- 
‘ent needs of the Iranian economy. 
What is holding up an optimal ex- 
dansion that may be necessary? 


Two problems 


There are two main roadblocks. 
The first and fundamental one is 
that Pakistan economy does not 
have a large exportable surplus 
either in agricultural commodities 
or industrial goods. That is, for the 
present, an absolute limit. Even so, 
we do have some surpluses, like 
wheat expected to be 200,000 tons 
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in 1983-84. Then the second one is 
more remediable. It is transport 
that is the bottleneck. Our trade 
with Iran is already suffering on 
this score. 

Let us see what have we to ex: 
port: Rice, wheat, sugar, smaller 
quantities of meats, eggs, fruits anc 


eegetables, cotton, cotton yarn, 
mar.-made fibre yarn, cloth, leather 
and other industrial bric-a-brac 
that we might be able to make and 
spare. Insofar as sugar is concerned 
the much tom-tommed surplus has 
performed the vanishing trick; now 
no one seems tv be talking about it 
(People say, it has been smuggled 
to, of all the places, Afghanistan). 

On the reverse side, we can im- 
port oil and oil products and a few 
miner items; already the Iranians 
are giving us oil at substantially 
less than world prices — which 
would make a case for some reduc. 
tion in our prices. 


Larger questions 


But there are larger questions 
that have to be addressed to. 
Among them two deserve special 
attention. One is whether we do 
want a large-scale trade expansion 
and greater economic collabora- 
tion with Iran. While none of it 
need be at the expense of third 
parties, it is impossible not to ig- 
nore the easily-inferrable tendency 
in some Gulf states to look askance 
at this while they themselves may 
not be ‘in a position to offer an 














equally attractive alternative to 
Pakistan. 

It is indeed easy on rational 
grounds to conclude that we cannot 
find any other export market of 
comparable size for the foresee- 
able agricultural surplus that 
should be ours if the present rate of 
agricultural growth continues. The 
smaller Gulf states, as a whole, do 
constitute an alternative. But 
would that be available to us as the 
Iranian one may be? Not very 
likely. For, much of that market is 
already sliced off by developed 
nations. 

If the decision is to seize our op- 
portunities of expanding our 
economic ties with Iran and it is 
sure to be powerfully supported by 
geopolitical reasons — if Pakistan 
1s close to southwest Asia, it is 
closer to sensitive Iran rather than 
to the southern shores of the Per- 
sian Gulf — we have to think 
purposefully of increasing Iran’s 
exports to Pakistan. For we cannot 
have only one-way trade with a 
country. What imports can we in- 
crease from Iran? 


Oil: needs and supply 


That commodity is oil. Iranians 
had shown readiness to enter into a 
long-term commitment to provide 
Pakistan all the oil it needs at sub- 
stantially concessional rates in 
1969-70. The government must 


have all the particulars of that of- 


fer. Its spirit, though not the de- 
tails, can be revived. Now is the 
time to think hard, decide and do 
the groundwork. 

The second issue that has to be 
attended to is to remove the trans- 
port bottleneck. If a substantial in- 


crease in exchanges 1s desired, this 
deficiency has to be removed. 
Pakistan Railways proved to we a 
disappointment. 
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In part, there are other reasons 
also. For one thing, the return 
journey for the wagons is generally 
empty; that increases the real 
freight cost per one-way trip. The 
Iranian facilities at Zahidan are 
limited; they tend to delay by using 
wagons as a sort of warehouse. The 

gradient west of Sibbdi 
is steep, requiring each goods train 
to be split into three and each train 
requiring two locomotives. Then, 
tuere is an overall wagon shortage, 
enhanced by mismanagement and 
inefficiency. . 


Insofar as trucking the goods is 
concerned, there were more dif- 
fic\Ities, that are now being sorted 
out; there will soon be a bilateral 
trucking agreement after which 
private Pakistani trucks will be 
able to deliver goods in Iran where- 
ver they may be needed. 


Pakistan to all others, including In- 
dia which is a member. Since, 
Pakistan has never agreed to over- 
land trade transit through its ter- 
ritories, especially to India and 
other Europeans, including the 
Russians, it is still unwilling to en- 
ter an international arrangement 
that will permit through interna- 
tional trucking over most of south- 
ern Asia. 

But this policy dates from the 
time when Pakistan did not wish to 
normalise relations with India and 
was afraid of permitting Indian 
bulk trade through Pakistan's road- 
ways. Now, things have changed; 
Pakistan is offering a no-war pact. 
It is time the policy framework is 
reviewed. 
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FIVE-YEAR PLANS CRITICIZED AS IMPRACTICAL ‘ENTERTAINMENTS ' 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 4 Jun 83 p 2 


[Article by Jumma Khan: "Why a 5-Billion-Rupee Deficit in the 5-Year 
Plan?") 


[Excerpts] The 5-year plan conceived by the present government is called the 
Sixth 5-Year Plan. This means that we have implemented five 5-year plans 

in the past. Each of these 5-year plans promised us free-flowing rivers of 
milk and honey, but we cannot even get a liter of pure milk for 6 rupees. 
There is no domestic honey available in any store and the mere mention of 

the price of imported honey is enough to stupefy anyone. 


Each year the budget promises help for the common people and these fancy 
promises are used to pave the way for levying more and more taxes. The 
government manages to collect these taxes by hook or by crook but the poor 
people get not even a glimpse of the promised rose garden. 


The present military government has been making budgets for the past 6 years. 
Each year a huge amount is reserved for public health but the Kalyari hospital 
of Karachi has not been completed for these 6 years. 


Annual budgets of billions of rupees and 6-year budgets of trillions of 
rupees have been made but people do not find employment, water, electricity 
and natural gas. Students with high grades cannot gain admission to colleges. 
Recently, a patient in a Karachi hospital died because he did not have the 

1 rupee required as an admission fee. 


One example of our country's strange planning strategy is that of the quasi- 
government organization of PIA (Pakistan International Airlines). PIA is 
very selective and strict about the training of its personnel. These trained 
personnel are used for several years and then, overnight, 6,000 of them are 
laid off. 


The qualification and expertise of budget-makers and other specialists is 
reflected in the fact that the scarcity of water, electricity and 

natural gas has become permanent. Electric and gas companies announce huge 
annual profits but no one is concerned about the expansion or maintenance of 
services to alleviate the plight of customers. 

















The truth is that neither the budget nor the 5-year plans have done us any 
good. All this is pure entertainment through self-delusion. A budget or a 
plan can be effective only if it is carried out without any changes in all 
its aspects. But our budgets are followed by mini budgets and periodic 
increases in prices or taxes. The price of gasoline has been increased 
repeatedly because of the increases imposed by oil producers. However, when 
the oil producers decreased their prices dramatically, no decrease was 

seen at the oil pumps despite the hue and cry raised by the consumers. This 
indicates that the experts responsible for making budgets are skilled in 
making the lives of the masses more difficult but have not learned how to 
make the lives of people easier. 


The frequent changes in prices and taxes badly affect importers and exporters. 
When they lose money they pass the loss on to consumers. Once again the 
common man is cheated. 


Whenever a new budget or plan is announced, common people are told via 
radio, television and newspapers about the boons that these new plans will 
bring to them. No government accountant ever bothers to explain how much 
work on the last year's plan is still incomplete and why the people have not 
received all those benefits promised earlier. 


These people, regardless of their qualifications and intelligence, will never 
be able to make a budget or a plan for the common man because they have never 
experienced poverty nor have they seen the common man from close up. 


There are some discomforts that people can bear for a while. There are 
some extremely painful situations, however, that have no cure. The experts 
used to air conditioned cars, offices, airplanes and mansions are not 
familiar with the sweat of their fellow countrymen--this sweat that makes 
them great. Only the representatives of the common people are aware of 
this smell of sweat. But these people have no parties now; their political 
activities are banned; they are denied the right to assemble, they are 
repeatedly exiled from their states and the four states are so established 
as to be four different countries so that they have to get permission to go 
from one state to another. 


If General Zia decides to hold popular elections, then the newly elected 
representatives will have to make necessary changes in these plans to 

meet the needs of their constituents. This would result in a complete change 
in the present 5-year plan. If he decides not to have elections and stay in 
power for another 5 years, then the result will be the same since he will 
never implement this plan. Therefore, this plan is totally unpractical. 


The resources required for implementation of this 5-year plan are not 
available in this country. We are trying to live beyond our means. 


The only result of the implementation of this 5-year plan would be our own 
bankruptcy. We will be begging for loans from all over the world. If some 
countries give us loans taking pity on us, we will be exhausted from the 
effort and the country will be over its head and ears in debt. 

7997 
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MASSIVE ENERGY PLAN FOR BALUCHISTAN PROPOSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 10 Jul 83 p 5 


(Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, July 9: An invest- 
ment programme of Rs. 3.7 billion 
has been proposed for the energy 
sector in Baluchistan during the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan (1983-88), of- 
ficial sources here said. 

It is proposed to increase power 
either by installing a 220 KV trans- 
mission line from Dadu to Khuzdar 
or by exploring alternative means 
of providing electricity to Khuzdar. 

The programme has the compo- 
nents of increased provincial gen- 
eration capacity based on gas and 
coal, transmission from the na- 
tional grid system and its distribu- 
tion. Besides the transmission and 
distribution and construction of 
grids, major schemes in various 
stages of preparation and imp- 
lementation are a 70-100 mw coal 
station at Duki, 25 mw gas turbine 
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at Quetta,’ installation of diesel 
generation sets in far off places and 
distribution of national gas fuel. 


It is expected that electricity av-’ 


ailability will rise from the 1983 
level of 146 mw to about 400 mw 
and the provincial generation 
capacity will grow to 150 mw from 
the present 48 mw rated capacity. 

In terms of coverage, the north, 
north eastern central and southern 
areas, will have electricity avail- 
able to an additional 800 to 1000 
villages. The availability of electr- 
icity will generate an additional 
small scale mechanical workshop 
type activity, lay the foundation of 
small scale agro-based industries 
and generally induce a visible 
change in the predominantly agra- 
rian character of the provincial 
economy.—APP 


96 





PAKISTAN 








SHORTAGE OF FUNDS MAY AFFECT SIXTH PLAN PROJECTS 


Karachi DAWN in English 11 Jul 83 pl 


[Text ] 


LAHORE, July 10: Various im- 
portant projects prescribed for the 
first year of the Sixth Five Year 
Plan, it is feared, may be scrapped 
as the provincial Governments are 
faced with the problem of acute 
shostage of funds following drastic 
cuts on allocations for this purpose 
as promised by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

To review this critical post 
Plan situation a high-level meeting 
will be held here on July 21 to be 
attended by Dr Mahbubul Hag, 
Federal Minister for Planning, 
alongwith other senior members of 
the Planning Commission from 
Islamabad. 

Knowledgeable sources __in- 
formed “Dawn” here today that the 
agenda for discussion had been 
finalised for the meeting and on 
that basis the Planning Commis- 
sion would prepare a detailed re- 
port. The report would then be pre- 
sented for approval to President 
Zia-ul-Haq. 

_According to salient features of 
the agenda, the provinces were 
faced with the crises of funds and 
they find themselves absolutely 
handicapped to execute develop- 
ment schemes, specially in the 
rural areas, and it was feared that 
about 80 ver cent projects d 
have to be scrapped in the Punjab 
alone. 

The Provincial Government had 
totally rejected the views of the 
Planning Commission as far as the 
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strategies of “minor projects” were 
concerned. 

According to sources, the meet- 
ing was of crucial nature both for 
the implementation of the new pro- 
ject and for the completion of the 
on-going schemes. During the 
meeting it would be demanded that 
the minimum allocation of Rs. 5000 
million should be made Punjab 
alone to enable it to carry out its 
on-going schemes and to complete 
the necessary new projects, such 
as, health, education, manpower 
training and rural developrhent. 

The issue of cutdown allocations 
for the ADP would also be a matter 
of hot debate as this year the alloca- 
tions were about Rs. 280 million 
less than last year. 

Similarly, it was about Rs. 600 
million less than the amount prom- 
ised for the current fiscal year. 

A similar meeting had already 
been held in Sind and the next 
meeting would be held in NWFP. 

According to figures available 
the annual cut for the province of 
the Punjab was something to the 
tune of about Rs. 16,000 million 
and that for the province of Sind it 
was about Rs. 21,000 million as 
against the annual demand of ab- 
out Rs. 41,000 million and: Rs. 
33,000 million, respectively. Simi- 
larly, the provinces of Baluchistan 
and NWFP also received little 
money as against their derhand of 
about Rs. 800 million and aboat Rs. 
300 million respectively. 
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COAL DEVELOPMENT TARGETS IN SIXTH PLAN REVIEWED 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jul 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, July 7: An amount 
of Rs. 2,140 million has been al- 
located for the development of in- 
digenous coal in the public sector 
to meet the future potential de- 
mand during the present Five-Year 
Plan period (1983-88), official 
sources Said here today. 

The estimated coal reserves are 
one billion tons (valyed at US dol- 
lar 140 billion at an oil price equi- 
valent of US dollar 30 per barrel. 
The demand for coal in 1987-88 is 
estimated at 5.4 million tons. The 
reserves will meet only 10 per cent 
of the anticipated commercial en- 
ergy demand. 

To increase the availability of 
coal, several measures are prop- 
osed to be taken these include: Up- 
grading reserves from inferred to 
proven status through appropriate 
investigation. 

Development of the coal in- 
frastructure, marketing and 
utilisation. 

Encouraging mining ventures on 
cooperative basis and introducing 
fiscal incentives, 
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Applying the dual firing system 
in heat processing units.. 

Establishing small thermal en- 
ergy plants near coal mines on joint 
venture or equity basis. 

Carrying out feasibility studies 
of gastification of Lakhra coal for 
medium/tow BTU gas. 

Introducing the unit train con- 
cept at railways for moving coal 
from the mines to centralised deliv- 
ery points. 

Investigating the feasibility of 
transportation by boats on the In- 
dus River especially between 
Kalabagh and Sukkur. 

Adopting pricing polices in rela- 
tion to competing fuels on a more 
rational basis to encourage coal de- 
velopment and use, and setting up 
smokeless briquetting plants of 
economic sizes based on major coal 
ry as substitute for kerosene.— 
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PAKISTAN TO MANUFACTURE TRACTORS 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jul 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


LAHORE, July 7: Pakistan will 
achieve the capability to man- 
ufacture complete tractors within 
the country during the current plan 
and would meet all its require- 
ments without imports. 

This was stated by Lt-Gen Saeed 
Qadir, Federal Minister for Produc- 
tion while talking to reporters here 
today. 

He said the pace at which indi- 
genisation was being carried out by 
various tractor plants convinced 
him that complete manufacturing 
of tractors would be possible dur- 
ing the next couple of years.” 

The tractor plants which failed to 
abide by the import deletion 
schedule would be penalised. The 
import deletion schedule would be 
reviewed every six months and 
manufacturers would not be al- 
lowed to import tractor parts duty- 
free, he added. 

Answering a question, the Pro- 
duction Minister said the Govern- 
ment was actively considering to al- 
low manufacture of small tractors 
for the farmers of small land hold- 
ings and that the Economic Coordi- 
nation Committee (ECC) would 
shortly give its formal approval for 
this purpose. 

The tractors would initially, be 
manufactured by the existing 
tractor assembling plants, he said. 
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Answering a question, the Pro- 
duction Minister said the cement 
prices were far lower in Pakistan 
than in other neighbouring 
countries, including India. He de- 
nied that cement prices would be 
revised upward in the near future. 

The Minister calculated that the 
rise in gas price increased the cost 
of production by Rs 172 per tonne 
and conversion of cement units 
from gas to oil cost the State Ce- 
ment Corporation Rs 80 million. 

He said, the existing cement dis- 


tribution system would be retained 
while the number of cement 
ies, which number four 
sand at present, would be in- 
creased. The quota for dealers 
would thus be reduced and conse. 
quently the net profit of a dealer 
would not go up. 

It may be mentioned that at pre- 
sent country’s cement production 
is about five million tonnes. 

A cement research institute will 
shortly be set up in the country for 
evolving new varieties of cement 
within purchasing capacity of com- 
mon man, the Minister said. 


He said, efforts were already be- 
ing made to develop “slag cement” 
from waste slag of the Pakistan 
Steel, Karachi, and another vari- 
ety, mixture of cement and slag. 
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The new varieties, expected to be 
available in a couple of months, 
would be equally cohesive and dur- 
able and would cost less by about 
rupees eight per bag for the 
cement. 

He said a low cost housing 
scheme had been set up in Karachi 
from the slag cement which would 
be inaugurated during the current 
month. 


Answering a question that ce- 
ment prices vary, throughout the 
country, the Production Minister 
said he would shortly take up this 
issue with all the Provincial Gover- 
nors and indicated that uniform ce- 
ment prices would be fixed all over 
the country. 

Lt. Gen. Saeed Qadir said half a 
dozen new cement factories would 
be set up during the current Sixth 
Five-Year Plan of then two: 
Pakistan (Karachi) and Cherat 
(Nowshera) would go into produc- 
tion during the next two years. 
They have a production capacity of 
three lakh tonnes each.—PPI 
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INDIAN PAPER ON PAKISTAN'S EXCESSIVE DEFENSE OUTLAY 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 8 Jul 83 English Supplement p 10 
[Article by Satyabrata Rai Chowdhuri] 


[Text] On June 11 Pakistan set apart a record 25,219.3 million rupees for 
defence which is about 28.5 percent of its Rs 88,289.6 million budget for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1. This 10 percent increase will push up 
Islamabad's defence expenditure by Rs 2,347.9 million over the budgeted 
figure of Rs 22,871.4 million last year, and will account for 44 percent 
of the current non-development expenditure. This massive outlay might 
represent nearly 11 percent of the country's GNP. 


Among Asian countries only China spends as much of the GNP on defence; India 
spends only 4.5 percent and Japan 0.9 percent. In real terms even the 
superpowers, the USA and the Soviet Union, are now spending much less on 
defence than what they did a few years ago. The leaders of both countries 
now appear to realize that their economies cannot forever provide guns and 
butter simultaneously and that huge expenditure on armament, unless cur- 
tailed, will continue to have undesirable effects on their economic 
stability. For the developing countries the problems are far more acute 
and there is growing appreciation of the fact that, unless there is a dras- 
tic cutback in their defence budget, it will be well-nigh impossible for 
the non-defence sectors of their economies even to sustain the current rate 
of growth. 


Budget Provisions 


Presenting the budget in Pakistan's nominated Federal Advisory Council 
(Majlis-i-Shoora), the Finance Minister, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, announced 
taxation measures to net an additional Rs 2,000 million to narrow the defi- 
cit to Rs 6,020 million. The budget also set apart Rs 687 million for the 
country's atomic energy programme, including Rs 492.94 million as capital 
outlay on development with a foreign exchange component of Rs 359.83 
million. The balance of the amount totalling Rs 194.11 million was to be 
spent on scientific research and survey and commodities and services, 
representing an increase of 38.2 percent on this count. Internal resources 
were planned to meet 71.6 percent of the budget, while external aid, making 
up 19 percent, would leave a budgetary gap of 9.4 percent. Debt servicing, 


100 














amounting to Rs 16,837 million, would use up 28.6 percent of the current 
expenditure. To meet the budgetary gap Mr Khan announced an increase in 
postal rates and railway fares and imposed fresh taxes on domestic gas, 
fertilizers, cement, cigarettes and beverages. 


Ominous as Islamabad's huge defence outlay is for its neighbours, it is 
more so for the people of Pakistan because the diversion of 11 percent of 
the GNP for building up an arsenal constitutes a burden they can hardly 
bear. According to the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, the 
average defence spending of developing countries as a percentage of their 
GNP varies roughly from 5 to 6. West Asia's share varies from 8 percent to 
15 percent, whereas in South Asia it varies between 3 percent and 5 per- 
cent as a weighted average for the entire region. Pakistan's defence out- 
lay as a percentage of GNP has now touched more than double this figure. 


It is important to note that the U.S. House of Representatives Committee 
on Foreign Affairs in a recent report categorically states that Pakistan's 
defence expenditure is "heavily subsidized by outside donors". It is well 
known that the largest donor is the USA itself. The recent U.S. decision 
to sell Pakistan arms worth about $5 billion and Washington's efforts to 
waive the Symington Amendment, which prohibits the Administration from 
assisting countries with known nuclear weapons programme, clearly indicate 
that the USA has been extensively involved in revamping and modernizing 
Islamabad's military machine. 


More disturbing than this is the fact that the purposes for which arms are 
bought are usually not the same as the purposes for which they are sold. 
Besides, the process of accumulating arms has been repeated over and over 
as existing weapons have been replaced by more technologically advanced and 
more costly models and as technological developments yielded new types of 
weapons to be accumulated in addition to the existing types. In this 
qualitative dimension, the arms race is dominated not only by the super- 
powers but also a number of developing countries. And this brings into 
focus the consequences of the arms build-up by the developing countries 

of the Third World. 


The question is of paramount importance because military aid provided by 
the Big Powers to the developing nations, many of which are already riven 
by local tensions and hostilities, adversely affects the entire political, 
economic and social life of these countries. According to the Independent 
Commission on Disarmament and Security, the global military spending is 
currently estimated at about $650 billion a year, an amount higher than 
the entire income of the 1,500 million people living in the 50 poorest 
countries. In its report published recently, the Commission, headed by 

Mr Olaf Palme, Swedish Prime Minister, points out that for developing 
countries, which account for a fourth of this arms expenditure, the 
economic consequences of expanding military outlays are ruinous. The 
Commission also notes that in South Asia India has the largest military 
establishment, but spends much less than Pakistan on a per capita basis or 
as a share of GNP. 
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Since 1950 the U.N. General Assembly has adopted many resolutions appealing 
to the developing countries in particular to reduce military spending and 
employ the money instead for economic and social purposes. The Pakistani 
leaders, however, do not seem to be worried on this score, despite the fact 
that during the last few years Islamabad's balance of payment gap has 
remained almost static at the staggering figure of $1 billion. This is a 
clear enough indication of the steady slowdown in the Pakistani economy 
over the years. 


A substantial part of the current year's huge defence outlay will, of 
course, be used to acquire red-hot sophisticated weapons from abroad. But 
why do the Pakistani leaders want to acquire "prestige weapons" they can 
ill-afford? They justify this in the name of national security. But as 
revealed by a report prepared by the Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute, such weapons, far from strengthening the defence system, impose 
a crushing burden on it. Pakistan, the report said, acquired a large quan- 
tity of modern warheads both from the USA and China. But its army, trained 
to handle weapons of World War II vintage, lacked the support services and 
technical know-how necessary to operate and maintain these arms. 


Since the heavy dose of deficit financing following the Bangladesh war, 
there has been a steady decline in the rate of economic growth and revenue 
deficits are now a regular feature of the annual budgets. Every year the 
Government is making use of deficit financing to balance the budget but to 
no effect. In 1971-72 the revenue deficit was Rs 141.3 crores, Rs 9.9 
crores in 1972-73 and Rs 27.4 crores in 1973-74. But despite all this, 
defence expenditure has been steadily rising year after year. In 1971-72 
it was Rs 340 crores, Rs 423.3 crores in 1973-74 and Rs 557.9 crores in 
1974-75. This year there has been yet another big rise perhaps the 
biggest ever in the history of Pakistan. 


Last year Pakistan's military regime claimed "sustained economic recovery" 
since it came to power in July, 1977, but acknowledged that serious 
structural weaknesses still persist in the economy. An official economic 
survey for the year ending June 30, 1982, revealed that both efficiency 
and productivity are still low; the saving rate remains poor and a wide 
gap continues to exist between investment and savings and in the external 
balance of payments. This had necessitated dependence on foreign aid and, 
consequently, the level of outstanding debts is continuously rising. 


Foreign Aid 


From its level of $43 million in 1951, foreign economic assistance has 
increased to $18.9 billion of which $4.4 billion is in the form of grants. 
The deficit for 1981-82 rose to $1,309 million from the level of $991 
million in the preceding year. The survey also said that the first nine 
months of 1982 had seen a declining trend in export earnings which stood 
at Rs 17,563.3 million against Rs 21,395.9 million over the same period 

in 1981. 
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The growth of Gross Domestic Product was estimated at 6.6 percent on the 
basis of the wheat crop of 11.75 million tons which, the survey acknowledged, 
"now appears to be in doubt". However, the output growth was estimated to 
exceed 6 percent even if the wheat harvest turned out to be lower than 

1981. The growth in GNP at 5.9 percent was lower than that in the GDP and, 
according to the survey, their difference was due to a lower growth in 
remittances from Pakistanis working abroad. The per capita income rose 

only by 2.9 percent. These figures conclusively show that in this none- 
too-happy situation a massive defence budget is logically untenable. 
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INDIA'S PROPOSED ARMS ACQUISITION QUESTIONED, RESENTED 
GF151602 Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 2 Jul 83 p 3 
[Editorial: "Huge Stocks of Arms for India"] 


[Text] The United States has withdrawn its ban on the supply of spare parts 
to India for its Tarapur nuclear plant, and at the same time, a transaction 
of about $900 million worth of arms sale has almost been agreed upon. These 
agreements and transactions were carried out during the visit of Secretary 
of State George Shultz to India. On the other hand, Russia has offered an 
arms sale of $10 billion to India. Prior to this offer agreement had been 
reached between kussia and India on the supply of uranium and "heavy" 

water to India. Thus, a new chain of supply of the latest arms and nuclear 
equipment has started in a large-scale way between India on the one hand 

and the two superpowers, Russia and the United States, on the other. 


In order to gain in their rivalry, both the United States and Russia are 
prepared to meet any fair or unfair demand from India. Of course, the 
smaller states around India cannot stop this arms race between the two 
superpowers, but they have a right to ask against what country the super- 
powers are arming India. Neither Pakistan nor Bangladesh, Burma, Nepal nor 
Sri Lanka could be a cause for any danger to India and there is absolutely 
no possibility of a war between China and India. Then why this unilateral 
race for arms by India? Is India contemplating an attack on any country 

or a show of its superiority over others? Is it trying to frighten a coun- 
try to impose its hegemony? Would not its smaller neighbors become the 
victims of its military power? Would not this arms race become a cause for 
breach of world peace and unrest in the region? 


The superpowers should think over these questions for the sake of peace and 
justice and they should abstain from making India such a power that it 
endangers the peace and security of smaller nations. After this, the 
friendship treaties and treaties of understanding between the small coun- 
tries of South Asia on the one hand and the United States and Russia on the 
other, will become meaningless and useless. 
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BRIEFS 


IDENTITY CARDS BY 15 AUGUST--Lahore, July 7--Entire population in the Punjab 
eligible to have National Identity Cards, will be issued cards by Aug 15 as 
a result of a crash programme being presently executed. One hundred thirty 
mobile teams are visiting the doorsteps of people in rural areas. Their 
progress was reviewed at a meeting of the Secretaries to the Punjab 
Government presided over by the Chief Secretary Mr Muhammad Siddique here 
yesterday. The meeting was informed that 116,266 forms were collected and 
43,360 photographs were taken by the mobile teams in rural areas of various 
districts for issuing the cards. The meeting also reviewed the progress of 
the work in connection with the collection of Ushr.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi 
DAWN in English 8 Jul 83 p 7] 


MAZARI'S EXTERNMENT CHALLENGED--A constitutional petition challenging the 
externment from Sind province of the Convener of MRD and President of the 
defunct NDP, Sardar Sherbaz Mazari, was filed on Tuesday by his son, 

Mr Sher Azam Mazari, before a Division Bench of the Sind High Court. The 
court, comprising Mr Justice Zahoorul Haq and Mr Justice Saleem Akhtar, 
issued notice to the Advocate-General, Sind, and fixed the hearing for 
July 10. The petitioner submitted that since Mr Mazari is a "permanent 
resident" of Karachi and was elected to the former National Assembly from 
Seat N.A. I of Karachi in the 1977 general election, he would not be 
"lawfully" externed from the province of Sind. It was pointed out that 
two similar externment orders served on Mr Mazari on March 22, 1981, and 
Jan. 27, 1982, were subsequently withdrawn in view of the detenu's 
"permanent residence” in Sind. The petitioner deposed that Mr Mazari is a 
patient of diabetes and "requires regular check-up, treatment and special 
tests" which facility is not available to him in Rajanpur district (Punjab) 
where the detenu has been confined. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 

6 Jul 83 p 12] 


ALFATAH EDITOR RELEASED--Karachi, July 4--Mr. Irshad Rao, Editor weekly 
Alfatah', Karachi was released yesterday after two and a half years deten- 


tion. He was arrested from his office on January 1, 1981.--°PI. [Text] 
[Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 5 Jul 83 p 8] 


EXPERTS TO EXAMINE GAS PLANT--Islamabad, July 9--A foreign experts team is 
expected to visit Pakistan soon to detect the mysterious fault in costly 
L.G.P. plant at Meyal oilfield. Originally installed by an Italian firm at 
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a cost of Rs. 10 million the plant has ceased to operate because of a major 
fault. The nature of fault in the plant remained a mystery for Pakistanis 
as well as Italians who had failed to detect the trouble. Italians after 
they failed to operate the plant recently began to demand for a clearance 
certificate of successful operation of plant. Mystery, however, continued 
to shroud the trouble in plant which could not properly function even for a 
day after its installation. It has now been decided by Pakistan Oilfield 
Limited (POL) authorities and Italians here to get a team of international 
experts to detect the fault. The experts during their stay here will 
determine the nature of trouble in the plant plus the kind of its designing 
and manufacturing which had been described by POL as substandard. Pakistan 
Oilfield Limited authorities had declined to issue Italian firm the certifi- 
cate of successful operation till the smooth operation of plant. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 10 July 83 p 1] 
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TRINCOMALEE CRIES OUT FOR PEACE 


Colombo SUN in English 8 Jul 83 pp 1-2 


[Article by Ranil Weerasinghe] 


[Text ] 


Peace: This single word pre 
dominates the thoughts, the 
hopes and the pravers of the 
people of Trincomalee 

Tha? is the wish of every one, 
except the handful of -r’mi- 
nals and trouble makeis who 
have been seizine every op- 
Portunitv to fan the fearful 
flame of racial tension. 


After a month of turbulence, 
the people of the two major 
communities here — despite 
looking upon each other with 
suspicion—want this sense- 
less violence to end. 

The weeks of tension, wild ru- 
mours arson looting and 
death have had a traumatic 
effect on the minds of the 
people and totally disrupted 
the life of the community. 
No one has been spared, from 
the cultivator who cannot 
irrigate his fields to the fish- 
erman who cannot take his 
boat to sea. 

The trade too has suffered badly. 
But many traders are trying 
to recoup the'r losses by 
espitalisine on  shortaces. 
Thereby they are further 
burdening the people, many 
of whom have lost their im- 
mediate sources of income. 

The tourist industry which 
should have been enjoying a 
Peak season this month regis- 
ters a zero occupancy rate. 
The adverse propaganda that 
might spread abroad follow- 
ing the cancellation of tour 
rogrammes. could have a 
ong-term effect on this indus- 
trv officials warned. 
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Although the turr-out at state 
departments is high, not much 
work is being done due to 
the curtailed hours of work 
and lack of vehicles. A large 
number of the state vehicles 
have been requisitioned by 
the forces for security work. 
The TULF MP for Trinco- 

malee, R. Sampanthan told 

‘SUN’ a full probe would reveal 

that the Tamils had suffered 

4m the violence. All those killed 
and 90 per cent of the casual- 


ening the population or armed 
services cannot be justified. 

“We have never encouraged 
the tigers in Trincomalee and 
I don't see any tiger involve- 
ment”, he said. 

Police Superintendent Dhar- 
madasa de Silva told ‘SUN’ the 
existing problem does not re- 
flect » normal law and order 
problem. I¢ called for a higher 
philosophy and the peace com- 
mittees involving the members 
of the community and _ the 
police, could provide a better 
solution than the deployment 
of forces. 


“The peace committees are 
breaking down the walls of sus- 
pieion that have- spring up be 
tween the communities. One 
only hopew-thet-steps are taken 
to nip things like the boycott 
of schools in the bud,” he said 

As part of a plan to ease ten- 
sion, the Co-ordinating Autho- 
rity for Trincomalee, Navy Com- 
mander Asoka de Silva, has 
decided to reduce the use of 
the security forces in the area. 
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Police, divisi 


SRI LANKA 


Indeed with the forces off 
the road and street corners, a 
visitor to Trincom2lee would 
have to go in search of the 
charred houses in the suburbs 
to even get an idea of what 
last month was really like. 

But one is not allowed to 
forget the weeks of bitterness 
and hute that blew up in this 
quiet town, and which has been 
smouldering since. I¢ all comes 
back when a serviceman with a 
fixed bayonet commands you to 
nak.your vehicle, raise your 
hands end get out, and then 
‘searches you while you are in 
the standard frisking position, 
legs spreadeagled and palms 
placed against the side of the 
vehicle. 

The apologetic smile and the 
hesitant response to your wave 
after you have established your 
credentials and your luggage 


and vehicle expertly checked. 
can possibly soothe the igno- 
ming — if you have not been 
hoping to leave all this behind 
wnen moving out of Trinco- 
malee. 


Meanwhile a communique 
issued by the GA’s Office 
in Trincomalee states: 

“A few sporadic incidents 
have been reported from Trin- 
comalee during the past 24 
hours. 

; Two incidents ef bomb ex- 
plosions within the  Mutur 
in,, and arson at 
Andamtuhm ‘atid *Mmindapura 
which gutted eight shanties are 
among them. But no injury or 
damage ‘2s caused to any one. 

“Attendance at schools _re- 
mains unchanged. The curfew 
was in operation from 6 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. 
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REFUGEES URGED TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES 


Colombo SUN in English 8 Jul 83 p 2 


[Article by Sinniah Gurunathan] 


[Text ] 


‘irincomaliee — ‘irincomalee 
Police Superintendent, Jayatissa 
tlerat has appealed to the over 
thousand resugees in ‘Trinco 
now living in tour camps, te re- 
turn to their homes and resume 
their normal lives as the situa 
tion has been brought under 
control, 

On Sunday Mr. Herat visited 
refugee camps in Nochchiku- 
lam, Morawewa, Kuchchaveli, 
Chinabay and Velveri where 
more than one thousand refu- 
gees are housed and fed by the 
Social Services Department and 
Divisional Assistant Government 
Agents with the help of volun- 
tary organisations. 

Armed Police guards are also 
posted at these camps to ensu- 
re the safety of the refugees. 

Eight Assistant Superinten- 
dents of Police working under 
Mr. Herat have each been as 
signed a zone, Trincomalee 
being divided into eight zones. 

The ASPs _ in charge of 
the eight zones are D. Mapiti- 
gama, Tagsie Seneviratna  T- 
— Rukman de Silva, 
G. Ariyasena, George Nich- 
en | S. Jacob and Ronney Guna- 
singhe. 

The refugee camp at Noch- 
chikulam is home for over four 
hundred refugees, all from 
Mahadiulwewa area, Five hund- 
red refugees from Pankulam 
area are housed in a camp set 
up at Morawewa Tamil Maha- 
vidiyalayam, 


The Police superintendent on 
his visit to the camps on Sun- 
day told rexsugees wat the 
tense situation in the ares 
had now eased and was under 
control. He urged them to 
return to their homes once 
ugain and iead normal lives 
without any fear. The Police 
would ensure their effective 
protection and safety, he said. 

In the meantime the Trin- 
comalee Government Agent 
Camillus Fernando has instruct- 
ed the relevant authorities to 
issue a week’s free rations to 
the refugees. 

He has also taken steps to 
supply clothes through the So- 
cial Service Department to the 
refugees who lost all their be- 
longings when their houses were 
burnt or damaged. 

In addition action has been 
taken to rehabilitate the refu- 
gees who had lost their houses. 
Voluntary organisations are 
making efforts to arrange for 
such houses to be rebuilt. The 

necessary funds for the recons- 
truction of these houses will be 
provided by the Trincomalee 
Government Agent and if ne- 
cessary the Government Agent 
will seek additional financial 
aid from the Ministry of Social 
Services. 


108 


SRI LANKA 


Meanwhile Senivr  Superin- 
tendent ot Police Dharmadasa 
de Silva has been put in charge 
of establishing fitteen peace 
committees in the Trincomalee 
town and its suburbs. 


Already several Peace Com- 
mittees have been set up and 
members of these committees 
have visited the _ strife-torn 
areas and sought assistance to 
restore the disrupted national 
harmony to this town of three 
communities. 

The Co-ordinating Committee 
of these Peace Committees also 
met at the week-end and decid- 
ed to request the newly ap- 
pointed Co-ordinating Officer for 
Trincomalee, Rear Admiral 
Asoka de Silva to relax the cur- 
few imposed on the town. 

Trincomalee MP R, Sampan- 
than on Friday night met the 
Trincomalee Co-ordinating Offi- 
cer Asoka de Silva and discuss- 
ed the acts of violence that 
took place during the past 
month in Trincomalee. Mr. 
Sampanthan told the Co-ordinat- 
ing Officer that Tamils had been 
very badly affected by the vio- 
lence and _ several __ innocent 
people had been brutally killed 
and burnt. Small children had 
also been brutally hacked and 











shot to death and their bodies 
mutilated, he said. 

‘The Hear Aamiral assured 
Mr. Sampanthan that he would 
take prompt steps to bring 
‘Trincomalee back to normal. 


the 
Leader of the LULF M. Siva- 
sithamparam also visited ‘Trinco- 
maiee and had discussiong with 
the MP for Trincomalee’ R. 
Sampanthan, Development 
Council Chairman A. Thanga- 
thurai and R. Vigneswaran. 

Both leaders visited the af- 
fected places in the town and 
its suburbs, 

The violence erupted in 
Trincomalee on June 4 when a 
gang set fire to a liquor shop in 
the heart of Trincomalee town. 
Consequent to that incident se 
veral acts of violence took place 
and the death toll was as high 
as seventeen. 

At Parainkulam in the Mora- 
wewa area four people were 
shot and cut to death in one 
night by an armed gang. With 
those four deaths the death toll 
reached seventeen, all the vic- 
tims being Tamils. Among them 
were two children, a one-year- 
old and a_ four-year-old, — 
(0034). 


The leader of the Upposition 
Amirthalingam and 


CSO: 4600/766 
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FAKE PASSPORTS ALLEGEDLY SENT TO TERRORISTS 
BK160945 Colombo WEEKEND in English 10 Jul 83 p 1 


[Article by Ranil Weerasinghe] 





[Text] The "French connection" in the flow of passports to terrorists 
abroad has become the focal point of a top level probe initiated by the 
Ministry of Defence. 


Intelligence received to date indicates that unused passports made out to 
certain northerners and mailed to a youth in France, were for the purpose 
of allowing terrorists whose identities are known to return undetected to 
the country. 


Following the interception in the mail of several passports, a special 
squad of detectives have been maintaining surveillance on members of a 
ring believed to have been involved for a long time in supplying these 
passports to people abroad. 


Defence Ministry sources claimed that since the tightening up of checks at 
the airports, terrorist suspects whose names had either surfaced in the 
course of investigations or whose passports bore the seal that they had 
sought asylum, were trying to obtain fresh passports in order to return 

to the country. 


While several terrorists who had slipped into India by boat are known to 
be in the possession of forged Indian passports, the supplying of Lankan 
passports to those in the West has emerged as a new phenomenon. 


Concern has meanwhile been expressed as to whether there was a large scale 
move to bring back several West Asian trained terrorists to swell the 
ranks of the groups operating in the north. 


It is believed that certain northern youths were being persuaded to apply 
for passports purely for the purpose of being flown out for the use of 
members of terrorist groups. 


Inquiries are also underway to determine whether this exercise had involved 
certain officials engaged in the issuing of passports and in checking them 
at the airport. 


CSO: 4600/771 END 
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